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2 The finished Work 

have glorified thee on the earth: I have 
finished the work that thou gayest me to 
do." 

Mark that word "finished," It was the 
last word that Jesus spake upon the cross, 
after six long hours of patient agony, when 
his human frame could bear no more, and He 
felt the sacrifice was complete. And to us 
that one word is clear, satisfactory, consoling. 
We know and feel, however great the dis- 
tance of time at which we live, however far 
we may be from the earthly scene where the 
great atonement was made, that to us, who 
believe that there is no further sacrifice for 
sin, — that once in the end He appeared, and 
will never appear again in humility,— to us 
that scene, and those sufferings, are brought 
as nearly home as though we even now stood 
vdth the beloved disciple and the Virgin 
Mother weeping by the cross of Christ 
For, as it was then, so it is now. That sacri- 
fice is still, as it then was, a savour of death 
unto all who pass it by, reviling; but for 
those who believe in it, and hold it fast, and 
make it, not something to themselves, but 
every thing^ it is full, sufficient, complete. 
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The faithful few saw and believed this truth, 
even in that hour when darkness was upon 
the earth, and the centurion's voice was heard 
saying, "Truly this was the Son of God." 
The faithful still believe and realize the same 
truth, neither added to nor diminished, but 
unchanged because unchangeable. They can-^ 
not doubt the word, nor limit the fulness of 
God's mercy and love. They know well that 
that can never be said to be finished, which 
needed man's help to bring it to perfection ; 
they glory in the cross of Christ, because the 
Scripture hath included all else under sin, 
and they disclaim all merit of their own, that 
they may cling to the saving promise of jus- 
tification by faith only. 

The truth indeed, solemn as it is, that this 
day brings us, is too simple for the pride of 
the natural man. He does not like to be 
told, that of himself he can do nothing, and 
that he must live by the death of Christ. 
He is scarcely satisfied when he hears that 
he and all men are sinners, that God and sin 
are opposed, and that none other but the 
Lamb of God can take away the sin of the 
world. True, as he grows in grace and 
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4 The finished Work 

knowledge, he learns to feel the saving 
blessedness of this truth applied to himself; 
— but here, as elsewhere, God often reveals 
unto babes what he hides from the wise and 
prudent of this world. The most learned 
will wander, and miss the simple light of 
truth, which in all its fulness a child will 
mark, and learn, and hold fast ; and no won- 
der, for of such, we read, is the kingdom of 
heaven. God's glory, then, and man's re- 
demption, were the two great ends, which, as 
our Lord tells us in the text, were finished 
when he bowed his head and gave up the 
ghost. God was obeyed, who had sent His 
Son into the world ; and that Son had wil- 
lingly undertaken the work, and carried it on 
from His youthful days when He said, ** Wist 
ye not that I must be about my Father's busi- 
ness?" even to the moment that ended at 
once His earthly life, and the work that His 
Father had given Him to do. And yet, all 
that the Son had done. He had done of Him- 
self, by His own free will. " No one," He says, 
** taketh my life from me : I have power to 
take it up, and I have power to lay it down 
again." He who could say of Himself, " Be- 
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fore Abraham was, I am," knew doubtless the 
very hour at which all could best come to 
pass ; and so, when that hour was come, He 
no longer conversed, and reasoned, and re- 
buked) but, " as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he opened not his mouth." Surely, 
there is something very striking in our Lord's 
almost unbroken silence. How often, through 
all His scenes of suffering and reproach, we 
read such words as these, " but Jesus answered 
him nothing." " But he answered them not 
a word, insomuch that they all marvelled." 
It is as if our Lord was absorbed in the one 
feeling that His hour was come ; that the very 
hour so long pre-determined, so often and 
variously spoken of, was at hand; and He 
who was looking into all the depths of crea- 
tion and redemption, had neither eyes nor 
ears for the littleness of the earthly things 
that were going on around Him. And who 
has not in his measure felt, that at any 
moment when things of great importance, 
yet perhaps secret, were known to him, and 
engrossing every power and faculty of his 
mind, he has moved amid the scenes around 
him, as one almost in a dream, unable to 
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6 The finished Work 

draw away his thoughts from the strong cur- 
rent at work within, and deaf to the sound 
of the most familiar voice ? 

So, to speak reverently, it may have been 
with our Lord, as He saw the day approach- 
ing, on which a world's salvation hung. It 
was only, indeed, as things drew to the mry 
endy that He concentered all His thoughts 
upon the one mighty work. Even as lately 
as on the Friday before His crucifixion. He 
was, we know, dining at the house of Zac- 
chaeus. On the Saturday He went on to 
Bethany, and remained the Sunday to par- 
take of a feast, at which Lazarus, whom He 
had raised from the dead, was a distinguished 
and much observed guest ; that feast, at which 
He was solemnly anointed for His burial, by 
the penitent woman, whose act of love has 
never been forgotten, and whose memorial is 
still, as He said it should be, for ever before us. 
Then, on the Monday, came the triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem, when they strewed 
branches in His way, and confessed Him as a 
true prophet, and unanimously fulfilled the 
words of Zechariah ; and on Tuesday the last 
solemn public act of power, when He once 
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inore drove the traders from the house of 
priayer, and there flashed from His sacred 
person such marks of power, that multitudes 
fled at the frown of one man. After that, 
except those affectionate words of warning 
to His disciples, which He ends with the ex* 
hortation to watch and pray, all is silence, 
till the night of Thursday, when was the 
holy feast, which with desire He had desired 
to eat with His disciples, before He died; 
and He then began the last solemn period of 
His life. And how was He occupied during 
the interval? We may conclude, in silent 
prayer and meditation upon all that He saw 
so clearly before His eyes ; in bringing be- 
fore Him all the work that He had yet to do ; 
those hours, when He was willingly for a time 
to show Himself perfect man, as well as per- 
fect God ; to drink the cup of bitterness to 
the dregs, and to feel pressing upon His own 
spirit the Father's wrath against the sin of 
the world, which He bore Himself upon the 
tree. The time had come, and must not be 
put off^, or marred by any of man's devices ; 
and with this one truth fixed and settled in 
His mind, He could pass unmoved through 
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8 The finished Work 

all that followed; through the hurry and 
confusion of that night of woe that saw Him 
dragged from court to courts and mocked, 
and buffeted, and scourged, and spit upon, 
till on Friday morning, as it were, on this 
morning, at the third hour, at nine o'clock, 
the last unjust sentence was fulfilled, the 
nails had pierced His hands and His feet, 
and they were looking on Him whom they 
had pierced. 

What a scene was that, which during those 
hours that we are now passing, was going on 
once on Mount Calvary ! the Son of Man 
hanging on the cross between two thieves, 
the subject of every idle remark, and taunt, 
and scoff, while all the people stood behold- 
ing, and staring upon Him, and the busy 
soldiers were already dividing and casting 
lots for the garments that He had so lately 
worn; while His own meek silence was at 
intervals broken by the tones of love, " Fa- 
ther, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do ;" or those words that marked the load 
that He was bearing, "My Grod, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken mel" or still later, 
by the cry that marked man's suffering nature. 
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" I thirst," while the mid-day sun refused ta 
shine, and there was darkness over the earth 
till at the hour of three in the afternoon, with 
the prayer, " Father, into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit," came that last word, " It is 
finished," and Jesus bowed His head and 
gave up the ghost. 

Brethren, we have all in our mouths the 
sacrifice of the death of Christ, the atone-^ 
ment made for sin, and the like : we talk of 
these things very often, and very freely. But 
could we bring that day and that hour really 
home to our own hearts, and remember the 
truth, that our own particular sins were thus 
atoned for and blotted out ; could we really 
feel, day by day, that on that day and that 
hour depends our life, our soul, our hope, 
our salvation; could we really picture to 
ourselves what would have been our certain 
state, had this day's event not occurred, — 
what vnll be our certain condemnation, if 
we ever neglect, and pass it by ; — then surely 
every returning Good Friday would leave a 
sobering, chastened joy and thankfulness in 
our hearts, which would make us better 
Christians, and better disciples of the Lamb 
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10 The finished Work 

that was slain. The deep thoughts of this 
season, if duly felt» would raise us above the 
little jealousies, and quarrels, and envyings 
of the scenes of our earthly pilgrimage ; and 
with such all-engrossing topics in our hearts, 
we too should answer nothing to the re- 
proachful taunt, or the slanderous tongue of 
the chance passer-by. The doctrines of this 
day are familiar to us all ; they are impressed 
on our childish memories, and we can always 
remember them correctly. So, too, with the 
lessons that flow from these doctrines : many 
and striking as they are, they are plain before 
our eyes, and he who runneth may read 
them. 

Only if ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them. Do not be content 
with right views concerning the sacrifice of 
the death of Christ, and the benefits that we 
receive thereby ; with saying that you know 
you must trust in all to Him, and renounce 
your own righteousness; if these are with 
you but idle sayings, without influence and 
without fruit. Remember that the image 
of Christ must ever be stamped upon the 
Christian's life, and the Christian's death. 
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of Christ 11 

First, upon his life: for He who left us 
an example that we should follow His steps, 
is ever about our bed, and about our path, 
to show us what things we ought to do, and 
to enable us cheerfully to perform them. 
He has told us in the text what He did 
Himself; that God's glory and His own ap- 
pointed work were the aim and the end of 
his earthly life. And if so, what Christian 
life can be aimless and purposeless^ Who 
can call himself a follower of Christ, until, 
at that humble distance at which he is per- 
mitted to follow after his Master's footsteps, 
he too is striving to do all to the glory of 
Grod, and to work out his salvation in God's 
appointed way? He finds a place assigned 
to him, and a work before his hands. He 
too was born for an end, he was not sent 
into the world without a cause. And he 
alone deserves the name of a Christian, who, 
by prayer and the enlightenment of the 
Word of God, has learnt to understand what 
that end and that purpose is, — how it meets 
him at every turn, how it is brought to bear 
upon the events and accidents of daily life, 
— and then, in all these, keeps the one end 
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12 The finished Work 

and the one purpose steadily in view, and 
seeks strength in the Saviour's example and 
life. If the glory of God be diminished by 
every soul lost ; if the Son's appointed work 
was to qualify each soul for redemption 
through His own precious blood, so that 
there is joy even in heaven, before the angels 
of God, over one sinner that repenteth ;— 
how is the guilt of an ungodly life increased 
by the death of Christ! how sore must be 
the punishment in store for those who 
trample under foot, day by day, the costly 
ransom which was so freely paid ! that wiM 
not live, though Christ has died ! that, re- 
fusing Him the life that He has given them, 
and re-opening the wounds that He has 
healed, do crucify Him afresh by wilful, pre- 
sumptuous sins, and put Him to an open 
shame! Assuredly the death of Christ is 
the comfort or the condemnation of every 
Christian's life. 

And if he needs that death to live, how, 
without it, can he dare to die ? Who can 
dwell on the last earthly hours of the Son 
of man, and not sometimes think of the 
day when his own flesh and heart must fail 
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of Christ. 13 

him alsol when weary, &int, and sick, he 
shall gather himself up into his bed to die 1 
when the day shall come, that they will 
hurry away his mortal body, to cover it 
under the earth, and then to think of him 
no more ? ** God's peace be with him !" they 
will say, — ^and that is all. O death, how void 
of regard and lasting pity ! — Yes, brethren, as 
surely as this holy day comes round, will that 
too surely meet us all; and we must learn 
to meet it now, or, like a thief in the night, 
it will fill us with surprise and fear. Yet, 
concerning that day, too, this day may teach 
us all some things. Whatever our sufferings 
may be, yet Christ's sufferings has lightened 
them all ; and there is now no sting in death 
but sin only. In that dread hour we shall 
never, except by our own faults, be left, as 
He was, alone. Those mysterious words, 
" My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?" which show that from His human 
frame God's consolations were for a time 
withdrawn, can never come from the lips of 
any dying Christian penitent. Nay, rather 
the saving arm and light of God's coun^ 
tenance, which has nerved and steeled full 
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many a Christian martyr, shall save our souls 
too from disquiet and heaviness. The more 
the outward man decayeth, the fuller shall 
be the grace, the brighter the hope : but He 
looked, and there was none to help; there 
was no comfort poured upon Him. He trod 
the wine-press alone. 

Again, the active part of His earthly 

ministry lasted but three years, and yet He 

had finished His appointed work. Apply 

this thought to yourselves, and see how 

truly God's ways and thoughts are not 

as ours, and the times and seasons are in 

His hand. How short the time, and yet the 

whole work of redemption was done ! And 

so He may give us the summons, when man 

deems it premature ; and yet He may know 

that our work is done. "The great God, 

I persuade myself," says a pious writer of 

our Church, now no more, "looks into all 

" futurity, and, with an exuberant bounty, 

" reckons to our account whatever our temper 

If and disposition might have prompted us to 

'f do to His glory, just the same as if He had 

" vouchsafed to us the means and the oppor- 

« tunity of performing flP' This is a theory, 
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*' beautiful I am sure, true I warrant it; 

»» •which dries up at once streams of tears.'' 
Yes, Christian brethren, believe the promises 
of God; and be assured, that none who 
have sought to do God's work on earth, have 
been taken away before that work was done, 
in His dlUseeing eye. The death of Christ 
was there to save them, whether living or 
dying. Their earthly lives were condensed, 
not shortened. They were preserved from 
the evil to come, and all the good they 
would have further done will be added to 
their last account. They needed no further 
cross to gain a nobler crown ; and He who 
gave them their work to do, knew the best 
moment and the best manner of its end. 
And, as it was with those who have gone 
before, so too it may be with us, brethren, 
if we learn from the death of Christ, how 
short a time is needful, if rightly employed, 
to accomplish the greatest work ; and if we 
take heed to be ahout our work, while grace, 
and time, and the day is ours. Then the 
night may come sooner or later, and Christ's 
death will be with us in the darkest hour, 
and teach us to sayj " Father, thy will, not 
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mine, be done." We cannot say with Him^ 
indeed, in the full sense of His own words, 
** I have glorified thee upon earth : I have 
finished the work which thou gavest me 
to do.*' But, if we have fought a good fight, 
and watched and prayed, and endured hard- 
ness, and borne our trials, — ^firm in faith, fer- 
vent in devotion, rich in good works, — ^then, 
with hope and joy. and dmost certainty, we 
may look up and say, when death draws 
near, and the eye grows dim, and the spirit 
waxeth faint, "Lord, remember me, when 
thou comest into thy kingdom ;" " By 
thine Agony and bloody Sweat, by thy 
Cross and Passion ; by thy precious Death 
and Burial; in all time of our tribulation, 
in the hour of death, and in the day of 
judgment. Good Lord, deliver us." 
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SERMON II. 



THE TRUTHS AND LESSONS OF EASTER. 

Easter Day. 



John xi. 25, 
/ am the remrrection^ and the U/e, 

We pass quickly, brethren, from our night 
of sorrow, to our morning of great joy. It 
was but on Friday last that we were mourn- 
ing for the sin of a world, that Jesus bare in 
His own body on the tree : all our thoughts 
were then of suffering and death. And now 
Easter Day is here again, bringing us the 
glad tidings of our risen Lord, and the fulfil- 
ment of His own word, " I am the resurrec- 
tion, and the life." One day there has in-» 
deed been between, and that surely a very re- 
markable day, whether we turn our thoughts 
to the watchers by our Lord's rocky tomb. 
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or the faithful women who were weeping 
there, or the anxious and affrighted disciples, 
who were talking about all the things that 
had lately befallen them ; or, more than all, 
if we attempt to grasp the wondrous fact, 
that the Lord of all was lying in an earthly 
sepulchre, and passing through the valley of 
the shadow of death. That first Easter 
Eve, that last Jewish Sabbath, was indeed a 
solemn day ! The Son of man was fulfilling 
the law to the end, and resting once more 
on the Sabbath-day, before the Son of God 
had proclaimed Himself Lord of the Sabbath 
also, and put away the old commandment 
for ever. And then, when that day was, as 
it were, buried for ever in the grave of 
Christ, do we not see how, on each side of 
it, there was a new day made for every 
Christian disciple ? — how the image of Good 
Friday, with its marks of suffering and humi- 
liation, is impressed upon every Friday for 
ever? while each Sunday, as it bids us re- 
joice and be glad in it, as the day that the 
Lord hath made, does but repeat in our ears^ 
week after week, the glad Easter news— 
"Christ our passover is sacrificed for us; 
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therefore let us keep the feast;" "Christ 
being raised from the dead, dieth no more;" 
" Christ is risen from the dead, and become 
the first-fruits of them that slept." 

And who can help pausing for one sad 
moment on the thought of that once chosen 
people, among whom our Lord lived and 
died, and rose again, — still, even in these 
latter days, deaf to the mercies of His cross, 
and the glorious tidings of His resurrection, 
—clinging to their own miserable Sabbath, 
which passed away as the stone from the 
sepulchre, and which now suggests to the 
Christian nothing but the silence and the 
darkness of the grave from which Christ has 
delivered him ? ^ 

But we, brethren, have both heard and 
believed the report which came, as on this 
morning, after two long nights of doubt and 
wonder. We too, like the Christians of old, 
to those who greet us vnth the morning 
salutation, "Christ has risen," can answer 
from our hearts, "Christ is risen indeed!" 
All that we have been looking for, and 
teaching our hearts to prepare for, during 
those forty days of Lent, which have now 
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just passed away from this year, is once 
again fulfilled and accomplished; and it is 
meet and right, that we now lift up unto the 
Lord those hearts which have bowed in 
contrite, humble penitence, beneath the 
burden of conscious guilt and shame. 

Recall to your minds for a moment, how 
clear was the evidence of this great event ! 
First, the surprise and joy of the pious 
women, who came to anoint a departed 
sufferer, and found a living Master ; and ran 
to bring His disciples word. Then the tes- 
timony of the Apostles themselves, to whom 
He showed Himself alive, after His passion, 
by many infallible proofs; who, with great 
power, gave witness of the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus. Then the appearance to 
fiive hundred brethren at once. And not 
His disciples only, but His enemies wit- 
nessed to the truth: — those soldiers who 
shook, and became as dead men ; and came 
into the city, and showed unto the chief 
priests all the things that were done. And, 
as if this was not enough, there was a wit- 
ness sent down from heaven, — an angel, who 
came and rolled back the stone from the 
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of Easter 21 

door, and sat upon it ; and those other two 
angels in white, sitting the one at the head, 
and the other at the feet, where the body of 
Jesus had lain, and saying clearly, "Why 
seek ye the living among the dead ? He is 
not here, but is risen." 

Turn back again to the prophets and pa- 
triarchs of old, and see how many ages had 
had the foreknowledge of this day; how it 
was in the mind of David, when he said, *' I 
will declare the decree. The Lord hath said 
unto me. Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee ;" or again, how he said, " Thou 
wilt not suffer thy Holy One to see cor- 
ruption ;" and so Christ's soul was not left in 
hell, neither did His flesh see corruption; 
how, in the earliest days, there were sha- 
dows of what was one day to be ; Abraham 
sacrificing Isaac and yet Isaac continuing to 
live ; Joseph saving from death the brethren 
who would have slain him, and raised himself 
from a prison to a kingdom ; Jonah restored 
to the earth after three days in the deep, a 
shadow of the Son of man coming forth 
from the jaws of the grave ; how, at this 
very season, the first sheaf was every year 
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lifted up, and the lamb offered unto God, a 
figure of the true, and a shadow of good 
things to come; and you see we have wit- 
nessing for this day, type and prophecy, disci- 
ples, and enemies, the feeble voice of women, 
and the angelic tongue of ministering spirits. 

And so, brethren, we need no further as- 
surance that He became, as on this day, the 
resurrection and the life ; for though He was 
crucified in weakness, yet He liveth by the 
J)ower of God ; though He was delivered for 
our offences. He was raised again for our 
justification. The doctrine is clear before us, 
and we cannot mistake it. We hold and 
confess the truth, that the Son of God did, 
as on this day, raise by His own power that 
human body, which He had once put on, to- 
gether with man's nature ; that body which 
was crucified, and pierced, and laid for a 
short time in the grave of the rich man of 
Arimathea; and made 'this, the day of His 
return to life, the day too of Christian joy and 
thanksgiving, while earth remaineth, for days 
to tell, and nights to certify the praise and 
glory of God. 

But, great and true as this doctrine is, it is 
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not all that is contained either in the Easter 
message, or in the word, " I am the resur- 
rection." Nay, rather the saying, " If in this 
life only we have hope, we are of all men 
most miserable," had a deeper and truer 
meaning when it could be added, ^^ He is not 
here, he is risen," and the earth that He 
had gladdened with His presence had nothing 
left of Him but the memorials of His love, 
and the place where He lay. We acknow- 
ledge, indeed, this day the full manifestation 
of His Divine Power ; we can call Him Lord 
and Master, for so He is ; but we must look 
beyond this, when we say, " As in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive;" we must be looking to the truth, 
which dwelt upon the Saviour's own mind 
long before, when He said, in the days of 
His flesh, " And now I am no more in the 
world, but these are in the world, and I 
come to thee. Father, I will that they also 
whom thou hast given me, be with me where 
I am ; that they may behold my glory, which 
thou hast given me ; for thou lovedst me be- 
fore the foundation of the world. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you, that where I am there ye 
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may be also. And whither I go ye know, 
and the way ye know.'* This is the further 
thought that is needful to the fulness of our 
Easter joy ; the thought not merely of the 
Creator's glory, but the thought, the cer^ 
tainty that the creature also shall be de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God ; 
that since by man came death, by the man 
Christ Jesus came the resurrection also of the 
dead unto us, who are now on earth " waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
our body." And as surely as He is Himself 
the first-born from the dead, so have we be- 
come the sons of the resurrection. For " the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
according to his abundant mercy, hath be- 
gotten us again unto a lively hope by the re- 
surrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
unto an inheritance incorruptible and unde- 
filed." " If we have been planted together in 
the likeness of his death, we shall be also in 
the likeness of his resurrection." This is the 
further promise that we must apply to our- 
selves and make our own. We live in the 
world, where for a few years He lived ; we 
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bear the earthly image that He condescended 
to bear. What we have now to do, is to be 
looking for Him who had long ceased to be 
here, that we may reach unto the place that 
He is now preparing for us, and be found 
worthy, for His sake, to bear also the image of 
the Heavenly. We are on earth, and He is 
gone into heaven ; we are dead in sins, and 
He is sinless and living ;-yet as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so God, we are assured, quickeneth 
us together with Christ. He died unto sin 
once, but He liveth to raise us up unto sal- 
vation. And by faith, we may even now 
hear His voice commanding us to hold fast 
the faith, and to make that promise our own. 
He is saying to us now, day by day. Let 
not sin — wilful, presumptuous, unrepented 
sin — reign in your mortal bodies, to fulfil 
the lusts thereof; for those very bodies, 
even now, have become holy temples, since 
the Lord tabernacled in such. I am the 
resurrection to you even upon earth. In 
the hopes that I have set before you, in the 
deliverance that I have wrought for you, in 
the example that I have left you, in the 
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memorials that I have blessed and conse- 
crated for ever, I have done enough even 
now to raise your fallen nature, to give you 
higher objects, and better thoughts, and 
livelier affections. I have given you My life 
to be your guide, My death to be your con- 
solation; and I promise you a part in My 
resurrection. And I bid you apply these 
guides, and consolations, and promises, to 
the earthly life which you too, like Me, 
must spend, before you can die and rise 
again. 

And what answer, brethren, shall we 
make to these things ? If such shall be our 
resurrection, what even now should be our 
life? How shall we know that even now 
we have risen with Christ, that even now 
Christ is our life ? Learn the answer from 
St. Paul's words to us to-day. Seek the 
things that are above. Set your affections 
on those things, more than on what you now 
see. Mortify your members which are upon 
the earth. Be not covetous. Be not im- 
pure. Provoke not God to anger by wilful 
disobedience of any of His plain commands. 
Truly, brethren, Christ has raised our nature, 
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before He set that nature aside ; and we 
must overcome by faith the world that He 
overcame in power. If He has left us the weak 
flesh, He has given us the willing Spirit. If 
He has left us the temptation, He has made, 
too, a way of escape. If there is still a yoke 
and a burden. He has made that yoke easy, 
and that burden light. When sickness 
comes now, there come too the refreshing 
consolations of His Spirit. To the sorrowful 
there is the memory of His sufferings above 
knowledge and beyond compare, to cheer 
the fainting soul, and revive the drooping 
spirit, and shame the coward mourner. And 
He has given us, in His own most holy life, 
new motives and new desires, and the new 
commandment: the old Adam is buried in 
his grave, and the new man is raised up in 
us; for He can, and does make all things 
new. Still, as we walk this our appointed 
path, He is with, us always, even unto the 
end of the world. In our tribulation. He 
bids us be of good cheer; in our trouble, 
He is there to say, ** Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid ;" and at 
the very door of death He meets us with 
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the words, ** I am the resurrection, and the 
life.'' 

And, Christian brethren, to every one of 
us here present, there is a day quickly 
coming, when once more those blessed 
words — "<I am the resurrection, and the 
life" — shall meet us, though we shall not 
hear them then. When the grave shall be 
opened to receive us, and the bell shall have 
tolled its summons, before ever this mortal 
body shall mix with its kindred dust, those 
words shall once more be spoken over us, 
and our brethren on earth will join in thanks 
for our deliverance from the miseHes of this 
sinful world ; and they will say, that they 
"hope" that we are resting in Christ. 
Brethren, will that hope be well founded? 
If so, long before that time, our spirit will 
have returned to God who gave it, and will 
have received its white robe for a season, 
and will have felt the right hand of Him, — 
the Way, and the Truth, and the Resurrec- 
tion, and the Life, — ^and have heard His 
voice, saying, " Fear not ; I am the first and 
the last : I am he that liveth and was dead ; 
and behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen : 
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and have the keys of hell and of death." 
The risen soul can need no more. 

Yet, Christian brethren, ere that hour 
comes, raise your hearts and lives unto Him, 
who will then most surely meet you once 
for all ; and who even now will be very near 
unto all that truly turn to Him. You must 
seek His grace now, before you can dare 
hope to find His glory. O ! may every one 
of us have something to bring unto Him on 
this His holy day. May He even now be 
seeing in us some raised affections, and soma 
better purposes. May there be some at least 
here, who have been lamenting their own 
many secret besetting sins, and acknowledg- 
ing their own wretchedness, in order the 
better this day to come unto His throne of 
grace for help. May this Lent not have 
wholly passed away to any of us without the 
power of some sin having been shaken ; with- 
out some desire for improved lives and habits ; 
some better hopes and purer intentions. And 
still more may this Easter Day be to many 
the beginning of those hopes fulfilled, those 
purposes carried forward, those habits en- 
tered upon. It ought indeed to be to all a 
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day of something new, as each remembers 
that old thing that he most needs to put 
away. And be assured that if we pray to 
our risen Lord, He will surely help us to 
bury for ever in His grave some unholy pas- 
sion, some unblest desire, some unsubdued 
temper, some careless spirit. He will be 
known to us this day more nearly in the 
breaking of bread ; and even now, if we are 
gathered truly in His name. He will enter 
within these olosed doors, and come and 
stand in the midst» and say, ^' Peace be unto 
you." He will tell each aflfrighted, troubled 
heart its own most secret burden, and He 
will dwell in that heart, and take its hardness 
away, and lay up for it treasure in heaven. 



SERMON III. 



THE END OF OUR BIRTH, AND THE CAUSE 

OF OUR BEING. 

Conversion of St. Paul. 



John xviii. 37. 

To this end was I hom^ and for this cause came I 

into the world. 

I DO not wish, on the present occasion, to 
dwell upon the circumstances connected with 
these words of our blessed Lord. You re- 
member, doubtless, that He was then stand- 
ing in Pilate*s judgment-hall, confronting 
His accusers with the simple majesty of 
truth, of which they knew nothing, and 
preferred the ransom of a robber, to the 
release of Him who came to bear witness 
unto the truth. 

But it is rather to the words themselves — 
without further reference to the occasion 
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that drew them forth — that I would humbly 
desire to direct your attention, because I 
think that they contain a great truth, that 
concerns us all very nearly, and suggest a 
lesson at all times most useful* For that 
which is true of Jesus Himself, as a man, 
is true of every follower also of Jesus, — that 
there is an end for which he is bom, and a 
cause for which he came into the world. 
This, then, is the great truth that the words 
of our text contain ; and the further lesson 
they suggest is clearly this : — that it is our 
duty to ascertain, each for ourselves, that 
end, and that cause; and then to see how 
far we are striving to answer the end of our 
being, how far our ways of life are suitable 
to the cause for which we came into the 
world. 

Now, in thinking of this truth, as it con- 
cerns ourselves, we are naturally led back to 
the first creation of man. We hardly know 
what was the precise end and cause for 
which man came into the world. We are 
only told : ^^ God said. Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness : and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
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over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creep- 
ing thing that creepeth upon the earth. So 
God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him ; male and 
female created he them. And God blessed 
them, and God said unto them. Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it : and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth. And God said. Behold, I have 
given you every herb bearing seed, which 
is upon the face of all the earth, and 
every tree, in the which is the fruit of a 
tree yielding seed ; to you it shall be for 
meat. And God took the man, who had 
been formed from the dust, and become a 
living soul, and put him into the garden of 
Eden to dress it and to keep it." This is 
the sum of what we know concerning man's 
first entrance into the world ; and we cannot 
now imagine, what would have been his end 
and purpose, had he continued in obedience 
and grace. But when by Adam's sin came 
man's sin and death, then, too, the great 
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purpose of man's earthly life became dif- 
ferent. It was to work out his own salva>- 
tion with fear, by fiuth in that promised 
Messias, at length revealed in Jesus Christ, 
and sent forth the Son of God, made of a 
woman, in the fulness of time. It was to 
live a life of faith, amid all the objects of 
sense and sight, knowing that here we have 
no continuing city, but seek one to come. 
It was to do all to the glory of God, in 
expectation of the time when that glory 
shall be fully revealed, and all flesh shall 
$ee it. 

And when we come to apply these things 
to ourselves, and to look bad^, — ^which is the 
first step towards enabling us to look forward 
rightly, — we see at once much that is, to say 
the least, very strange. We know, that for 
many years after we came into the world we 
never knew or thought about any end or 
cause at all. I am not speaking now of 
wilful carelessness on these subjects, but 
only of the case of every Christian child. 
For how long a time must he take things as 
he finds them, and gradually draw the whole 
tone and temper of his mind and thoughts 
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from the accidental circumstances of his 
home, and the words and habits of those 
whom he sees most often ! He knows 
nothing of the world ; and how can he tell 
or think of the end and cause for which he 
came into it? And then suppose an early 
beginning of thoughtfulness, a rising and 
growing desire of usefulness : how often 
here are there sad mistakes! — ^people for- 
getting that their appointed duties, be they 
the most common and the most quiet, are a 
sufficient sphere of usefulness, till Gh)d calls 
them to greater things. But the spirit be- 
comes impatient : it seems hard to see many, 
apparently full of active life, and love, and 
labour, and ourselves, all the time, as we 
presumptuously think, doing nothing, per- 
haps from ill health, or from want of oppor- 
tunity, appearing in our own eyes useless 
branches ; and all this, because we forget that 
we came into the world to do the will of 
God, and that He is often pleased to be 
glorified through suffering and waiting, as 
well as by busy, active service. 

But there is another very common mistake 
on this subject. Men say they have found 
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out the end and purpose of their being, and 
that a merciful Creator intended for them all 
the happiness, and all the enjoyment which 
this life can give. And this, though true in 
one sense, is not true in the sense in which 
they say it. But careless of the real mean- 
ing of their own words, they plunge into all 
the exciting allurements of the earthly life. 
The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life ; all this they will try to the 
uttermost, and seek their happiness therein. 
Yet, granting that happiness is the end of 
man, is it so to be found? is it wise so to 
seek it ? Even to them, doubtless, there are 
many whispered doubts, and ^' bitter thoughts, 
of conscience bom." The warning voice that 
cries, '* all flesh is grass. The grass withereth, 
the flower fadeth, but the word of our God 
shall stand for ever ;" that voice is heard in 
warning. Was this, think you, the cause for 
which you were bom ? was this the end for 
which you came into the world ? And they 
learn to answer, no : yet perhaps they do not 
even then come at once to a knowledge of the 
whole truth. Perhaps they only think that 
their pleasures have been .too vain^ their 
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occupations too trifling. They will turn to 
something more satisfying; they will engage 
in great speculations, for the sake of money ; 
they will have more active pursuits ; they will 
devote their time and thoughts to business, 
and not to pleasure; they are eager and 
zealous, and up early and late, and eating the 
bread of carefulness. But still, try every 
thing as they may, they soon feel, and at last 
confess, that there is something wanting, that 
they are still using means, and resting in 
them, as though they were ends; still for- 
getting what is the end and cause for which 
they came into the world ; still unmindful of 
the truth, that He who made man, can alone 
supply his wants; that He who redeemed 
man, can bear no rival in the hearts of sinners, 
whom He seeks to cleanse and save ; that He 
who is the giver of holiness and life, must 
find in us the holy desires that He has given 
us, and make us pure in heart, before we can 
see God. 

And so. Christian brethren, together with 
the truth that our text teaches, — and the mis- 
takes of too many, alas ! on so serious, so per- 
sonal a matter, — comes home even now to us. 
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who are here met, in this first month of the 
opening year, the one great question (which 
is the special lesson of our Lord's words). 
How far have we yet understood and fulfilled 
the end and purpose of our being? Look 
back, I pray you, into your past lives : con- 
sider the days of old, and the years that are 
passed, and dwell inwardly on the thoughts 
that such considerations will give rise to. 
See, first, how far any of the mistakes that I 
have mentioned, may have been, nay, may 
still be yours. In every Christian congrega- 
tion, it can hardly be but that there must 
be some to whom these things apply very 
solemnly. And, to the best among us, it is 
a humbling question, to say candidly to our- 
selves, "Have I as yet understood rightly 
and endeavoured to fulfil the end and cause 
for which I came into the world?" Is there 
not much that I do, and leave undone, merely 
from habit or carelessness, and yet in which 
that end and that cause is deeply concerned ? 
Have I leamt to see that my real life is not 
the outward accident of station, means, and 
place, .but the power and the will to make all 
these things in their measure, be it greater or 



and the Cause of our Being. 39 

smaller, the means of leading me upwards 
by faith, to Christ; the means of glorifying 
God in my body, and substance, and oppor- 
tunities, which are God's ? Have I yet learnt 
to count all things as loss, for the excellency 
of the knowledge that is in Christ Jesus? 
Have I learnt from His human life of love, 
and action, and suffering, his lessons of cha- 
rity, devotion, and patience? Do I really 
reckon present suffering as unworthy to be 
compared with the hope of future glory? 
And am I so looking through all appointed 
duties and trials here, to the perfectness of 
eternal rest, as to be really walking by faith, 
and not by sight ? Happy the person, if such 
there be, whose conscience returns an answer 
of satisfaction to all these questions. Such 
alone have learnt the best of all knowledge, 
the knowledge of the end for which he was 
bom, and the cause for which he came into 
the world. 

Yet, brethren, do not answer inwardly to 
these things, without some searchings of heart. 
Too many I fear deceive themselves, because 
they hastily approve their lives, as a whole, 
and do not examine each part closely enough. 
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Say to yourselyes still further. What has the 
year that is gone done for you ? what has it 
been to you ? You cannot be in all respects, 
now, what you were a year ago. The past 
year must have been one of growth in grace, 
and repentance, and amendment of life and 
habits ; of livelier faith, and deeper devotion, 
and greater earnestness, and singleness of 
purpose ; or, if it has not been all this, if it 
found you with good resolutions, but left you 
with broken vows, if it brought you new 
opportunities, and now only tells the tale of 
opportunities wasted, how has it forwarded 
the salvation of your souls, and the hope of 
eternal redemption by the cleansing blood of 
Jesus ? 

Yet, even if it has been a loss, and not a 
gain, in respect of the one thing needful, it 
is gone, and the place thereof knoweth it no 
more. God has in mercy brought us into a 
new, it may be, a better year. Yet even now, 
when you have put away the thoughts, and 
cares, and troubles of the past, still put not 
away, for the present year, the solemn ques- 
tion, "Am I now intending to forward the 
cause and end of my birth and being?" 
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Though but comparatively few days of this 
year are gone, yet, I doubt not, many plans, 
and hopes, and fears concerning it have al- 
ready passed through your minds, shadows 
that you hope to see realized, and blessings 
and lawful objects that you desire and hope 
to obtain in it. 

Yet, suffer me to say, in all this, do not 
lose sight of the one needful truth, which 
our text enforces, and brings home to us all. 
It matters not, whether this year leaves you 
poorer, or less prosperous, or more full of 
care than you now are. But it does matter, — 
it may concern your immortal soul, — ^how it 

leaves your hearts, and habits, and lives. It 
cannot leave them as it finds them. He, 
who is now drunken, or impure in thought, 
and deed, and language ; he who is covetous 
and grasping ; he who is cold and careless ; 
he who despises the Lord's house, and neg- 
lects the holy table; he who does all this 
wilfully, in the midst of light, and warning, 
and knowledge, and Gospel mercies, let him 
go on in his course through another year, and 
the habit vnll be more confirmed, the sin 
more deadly, the voice of conscience fainter, 
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the hardness of heart strengthened. He may 
reach the end of the year, but he will be 
farther from God, and grace, and mercy ; less 
disposed to good, less tender to see and avoid 
evil. But he, on the other hand, who is now 
striving to amend his ways ; who is depend- 
ing on the Saviour's strength for all his weak- 
ness ; who is struggling against the sin that 
he laments, and seeking God's grace to sub^ 
due the corruption and the plague that beset 
him ; who knows- his own negligences and 
ignorance, and goes to the promised Spirit 
for aid ; who is more humble, because more 
holy, shall find, at the end of another year, 
that his labour has not been in vain in the 
Lord. He, too, shall find a difference in 
himself; temptations made lighter, strug- 
gles more easy, love stronger, and grace 
more abundant. Trusting in his Saviour^ 
and not in himself, he will feel, as he 
looks backward along the landmarks of der 
parted years, that he has only been passing 
through the appointed spaces of earthly 
time, that do but separate him for a while 
from the Saviour that dwelleth in him, 
observing and aiding each imperfect endea^ 
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Your, and preparing him for the cheering 
words, *'Well done, good and faithful ser-* 
Tant; thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things : enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

Would God that all we here met to-day 
were thus ripening, through the life of faith, 
to the blessedness of eternal hope ; approach- 
ing that day and that " kingdom " which we 
so often pray may " come ;" the kingdom that 
shall end all the changes and chances of the 
kingdoms of this world ; the day, on which 
we shall rise to the Toice of our long-loved 
Lord and Master; and led by Him, to the 
^'many mansions" of His Father's house, 
where there is no time, nor death, nor sin, 
shall joyfully exclaim, " For this end was I 
bom, and for this cause came I into the 
world." 

And, lastly, is there one here present, who, 
mourning over the plague of his heart, is 
tempted to doubt the power of saving grace 1 
let such a one take comfort from the recol- 
lection of the Apostle, St. Paul, whose won- 
derful conversion we, once more, thankfully 
remember to-day. Think of him, as he sat 
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at the feet of Gramaliel, in all the strictness 
of Pharisaical observance; and then, as he 
appeared afterwards, withstanding Peter to 
the face. Think of Saul persecuting the 
Lord Jesus, and making havoc of the Church 
of Christ ; and then turn to the contrast ; 
Paul, the aged prisoner of Jesus Christ, 
ready to be offered, having fought the good 
fight, and finished his course, and kept the 
faith. And then remember how grace did 
all this for one who once seemed farthest 
from the truth, for which he afterwards re- 
joiced to suffer. So it may be still with 
every one of us, if only we now seek the 
Lord while He may be found, and call upon 
Him while He is near. If the wicked will 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, there will be mercy and pardon 
from the Lord. For the Word of God is 
the sure anchor of all who look unto it alone, 
and there is a precious promise, which has 
once more come before us in our service this 
morning, — ^a promise consoling alike to 
teacher and hearer, — ^to every minister of 
the Gospel, in his vocation and office, and 
to every sincere and faithful disciple. It 
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runs thus : ^^ As the rain cometh down, and 
the snow from heaven, and retumeth not 
thither, hut watereth the earth, and maketh 
it hring forth, and hud, that it may give seed 
to the sower, and hread to the eater, so shall 
-ttiy word be, that goeth forth out of my 
mouth. It shall not return unto me void; 
but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it," 
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OBEDIENCE THROUGH FAITH, ESPECIALLY 
WITH REGARD TO HOLY COMMUNION. 

Sunday before Easter. 



Hebrews v. 9. 

And being made perfect^ he became the author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him. 

In the chapter which we have this day read, 
it was the object of the Apostle to show the 
connexion between the sacrifices offered by 
the Jewish high priest, and the expiation 
made by the blood of the blessed Jesus. He 
proves that, as in every thing else, the law 
was only a shadow of good things to come, 
so herein too it was exactly fulfilled; that 
Christ fulfilled every condition required of 
the Jewish priest, and was in each particular 
superior. To prove this, St. Paul mentions 
three points worthy of remark in the oflSice of 
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priest. 1st. He is set apart from the common 
multitude, and appointed to act instead of 
them in all things between them and God, 
especially to make offering for sin. 2ndl7. He 
can do this with feelings of affection and sym- 
pathy, beinfif himself subject to the same in- 
Luies, i ,^r of .L for ,W he 
makes the offering. Srdly. The nature of 
the office is such that no man may assume it, 
unless he be called to it by God. All these 
conditions our Saviour fulfilled. He received 
His appointment from the God who said, 
" Thou art my Son ; this day have I begotten 
thee," and who still further bore witness to 
Him at His baptism, "This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear him." 
He bore our griefs and carried our sorrows, 
and thus learnt to know what was in man, to 
feel compassion for ignorance and infirmity, 
and acknowledge the power of temptation. 
And being consecrated by His sufferings, as 
the priest by the ceremonies of his conse- 
cration. He offered Himself up a gift and a 
sacrifice unto His Father, the sole Mediator 
between God and man ; yet herein superior 
to the Jewish priest, in that the priesthood of 
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Christ endureth for ever ; the gift which He 
has once offered can never be repeated, nor its 
price diminished by time ; it stands before the 
throne of God a sure and precious perfect 
ransom for all ages of the world past, present, 
and to come. Thus did Christ, although 
bearing the high rank of the Son of God, yet 
condescend, for our sake, to be obedient to 
the discipline of affliction, and having thus 
qualified Himself in every respect to appear 
before the Father as the high priest to make 
intercession for the whole human race, or as 
the Apostle otherwise expresses the same 
thing, " being made perfect, he became the 
author of eternal salvation, unto all them that 
obey him." Thus, I think, you perceive the 
meaning of the text in connexion with the 
verses preceding it ; and in the words them- 
selves we find two things clearly stated, the 
doctrine of salvation through Christ alone, and 
4;he necessity of obedience to His commands, 
as the condition upon which the full benefit 
of salvation shall be ours. There is then an 
important doctrine asserted, and a practical 
result declared, and both these points may, 
under God's blessing, suggest reflections to 
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our minds, well suited to the temper with 
which we should enter upon this holy week. 
Day by day the sufferings of our Lord, His 
bitter trials, and anguish, and humiliation, the 
agony that He endured in that fearful hour, 
when His soul was sorrowful even unto death, 
and yet the cup of sorrow might not pass 
away from Him, day by day, is all this de- 
scribed in the words of different witnesses, to 
us for whom these sufferings were willingly 
and really endured ; and then we are carried 
back to the words of various prophets of old, 
and are taught how precisely they foretold 
the cruel mockeries to which He submitted ; 
how they had said that He should be hurried 
from prison to judgment as a lamb to the 
slaughter, that He should be bruised and put 
to shame, and despised, and rejected of men. 
And these affecting particulars so minutely 
foretold, so exactly fulfilled, while they serve 
to impress upon our minds the fearful cost at 
which we have been redeemed, so too they 
lead us to look upwards with thankfulness to 
God, for his free act of boundless love, per- 
formed not for the sake of those who had 
deserved any thing at his hands, but for the 
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sake of miserable sinners, sentenced to 
punishment and death. 

Yet, He " has become the author of eternal 
salvation." He saw that there was no law, by 
which man could be saved, because every 
law had been tried, and each had been in 
turn violated. And for these violations a 
penalty was to be paid. The justice of God 
must be satisfied. He had declared, **the 
soul that sinneth, it shall die," and has He 
said, and shall He not do it 1 Eternal punish- 
ment alone was the satisfaction that man 
could offer to a sinless and offended Maker. 
The sentence was passed, and there was no 
way of escape. Do we accustom ourselves 
to think as we should of the great plan and 
bitter cost of man's redemption ? do we ac- 
custom ourselves to reflect upon all that was 
really done for us ? It is to be feared that 
the highest truths of the Gospel are brought 
before us at so early an age, that they be- 
come familiar to the mind, and, as we grow 
up, we take them too much as matters of 
course; as things which we do not indeed 
deny or disbelieve, but in which we see no- 
thing strange or unusual And yet, who that 
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heard for the first time, of justice and mercy so 
wonderfully united together ; of justice satis- 
fied, and vet mercy shown, when one, difierent 
in His nature from aU other men, superior to 
every created being, united to Grod as no 
other person is united, came down from 
heaven, and by voluntarily endured suffer- 
ings, purchased the future salvation of man- 
kind, leaving unto them only a few easy 
conditions to be fulfilled; who but would 
exclaim with St, Paul, " O the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
Grod ! how unsearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding out ! " And not 
the less does it become us to take heed that 
we neglect not such great salvation, to re- 
member what our case would have been, had 
salvation never been proclaimed to us through 
the free grace and mercy of Christ, to take 
advantage of holy times and seasons as helps 
wisely afforded to us, to enable iis the better 
to look unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith. 

But it was said, that there were certain 
conditions imposed upon man, even when the 
benefit of salvation was purchased for him, 
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that there was something left for him still to 
do, not indeed of any value as constituting a 
claim, and yet valuable as a proof of &ith 
and love. Our text declares to us the nature 
of the condition ; it declares Christ the 
^^ author," the sole cause and means of ^^ sal- 
vation," but adds, " unto all them that obey 
him." Obedience then is the test of faith ; 
it is not enough that we believe in the sal- 
vation that He has performed, and in Him- 
self as its only source; we must also obey 
Him; we must keep his commandments. 
Most important then does it become that we 
should know what those commandments are ; 
and thanks be to God, we have His written 
Word ever with us, and there is nothing re- 
quired of us which we shall not find therein. 
And surely, in seasons such as these, so fall 
of deep mystery and inmost humiliation, and 
yet of solemn joy, when we are disposed to 
think so much and to say so little, there is a 
great blessing in being able to take this 
Word with us into the privacy of our secret 
chamber, and meditate upon what we find 
there. But what we do find there we are 
the more bound to perform ; if His com- 
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mahds are few, and simple, and plain, and our 
obedience is easy, and therefore the less 
praiseworthy; what excuse can we offer, if 
we wilfully neglect any one of them ? Shall 
we Bay that eternal salvation is a gift not 
worth striving for ? We cannot really say 
this ; we would all be the friends of Christ, 
and dwell with Him ; but He says, " Ye are 
my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you." 

If we were required to niention that com- 
mand, which is at once the most simple, th6 
most expressly enjoined, and the most easily 
obeyed, we should acknowledge that it is that 
holy celebration in which He has required of 
all His followers, that they show forth His 
death till He come. Here is a plain act of 
duty required, the importance of which will 
not be denied, or doubted ; nor the authority 
upon which it rests ; and I the rather choose 
this instance of the duty of obedience, be«- 
cause another opportunity will be afforded on 
Sunday next, to all once more to give one 
proof at least, whether they will or will not 
obey Him. Take the manner in which this 
command was given, from the lesson that we 
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have this day read: "As they were eating, 
Jesus took bread, and blessed it ; and brake it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said. Take eat, 
this is my body. And he took the cup and 
gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
Drink ye all of it ; for this is my blood of 
the new testament, which is shed for many, 
for the remission of sins." Or take the 
account of St. Luke : " And he took bread, 
and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them, saying, This is my body, which is given 
for you: this do in remembrance of me. 
Likewise also the cup after supper, saying. 
This cup is the new testament in my blood, 
which is shed for you." Or take the further 
confirmation of St. Paul, which stands on 
even higher authority than his own, because 
he says, " I received of the Lord that which 
also I delivered unto you, that the Lord 
Jesus the same night in which he was be- 
trayed took bread ; and when he had given 
thanks, he brake it, and said. Take eat : this 
is my body, which is broken for you; this 
do in remembrance of me* After the same 
manner also he took the cup, when he had 
supped, saying. This cup is the new testa- 
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ment in my blood : this do ye, as oft as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of me. For as 
often ais ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he 
come." Thus from the coinciding accounts 
of three inspired writers, it appears, that 
from the day in which our Lord Himself 
celebrated His last Supper, even until that 
day when He shall appear with power to 
judge the world, there is a clear, a positive, 
an important command, especially important, 
indeed, from the affecting circumstances 
under which it was delivered; that this 
command has been left equally binding upon 
all ages, and places, and times. It were 
easy to show also, that this clear conmiand 
is an holy and undoubted blessing and privi- 
lege, and to expose the pitiful excuses under 
which some are apt to account for their dis- 
obedience to this their plain and bounden 
duty ; but it seems rather to belong to the 
present subject, to speak of it as a test of 
that obedience which must belong to the 
true disciples of Christ. And with this view, 
suffer me to entreat you to consider carefully 
the words of the text, with a reference to this 
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duty. You hope that Christ has become 
the author of salvation to you: He has so 
become, says the text, unto all them that 
obey Him. You do not obey Him, so long 
as you neglect His own last and peculiar 
command : can you then really suppose that 
He has yet become the author of eternal 
salvation unto you ? And if Christ is not 
the author of salvation unto you, to whom 
are you looking? To whom else can you 
look, when there is no name under heaven, 
given to men, whereby we can be saved, 
but only the name of Jesus Christ, and 
Him crucified ? These are serious consi- 
derations ; but, if the Word of God is our 
guide, they are true ones. Where men have 
never heard or known the Father's will. His 
infinite mercy, to which we presume not to 
set limits, may excuse them for duties un*- 
performed, and imperfect obedience; but 
where Gospel light is vouchsafed, and men 
are hearers of His blessed Word, we ^re 
bound, as we would escape the reproach of 
having shunned to declare the whole counsel 
of God, to place before you sayings as clear 
as this : ^^ Except ye eat the flesh of the Son 
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of man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I 
will raise him up at the last day. For mV 
flesh is meat indeed, and nxy blood is drink 
indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I 
in him." Words so clear, so positive as 
these, it would be useless either to enforce 
or explain. They stand for ever to condemn 
the disobedient and careless, and to witness 
against them in the day of judgment. 

And not merely with regard to this es- 
pecial duty, but through the whole course of 
our lives, we should draw this practical in* 
ference from the words of our text, that 
any thing short of earnest strivings after a 
less imperfect obedience, will be too little to 
enable us to be partakers of the inestimable 
blessings of salvation. They are words that 
must ever warn us against the mistake into 
which so many fall, of setting up standards 
of their own, whereby to judge of their own 
religious state. They must warn us against 
supposing that the Gospel grace was ever 
intended to encourage them in a partial and 
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careless confonnitj to the expressed wish of 
God. They contain, indeed, a truth full of 
blessing and comfort, when they proclaim 
Christ the author of eternal salvation. This 
is a truth which is intended to fill us with 
peace and joy in believing. But the truth 
may be neglected; this blessing may be 
slighted, this grace may be resisted. Christ 
has died for all, but who are they for whom 
even He has died in vain 1 They are those 
who will not obey Him ; they are those who 
hear, and do not; who take to themselves 
the full comfort of all the Saviour's gracious 
words, and yet forget to do the few things 
that He has commanded, nay, ungratefully 
slight the last request of that Friend, whose 
death is the only cause of their life. 

Let the thought of that best, that heavenly 
Friend, be with you through the ensuing 
days of His bitter suffering and agony. 
Keep Him before you this week at least, 
as you commune with yourselves in secret. 
Cherish the thought of Him, by coming to 
this house of prayer, and hearing the various 
scriptures which speak of Him. Every day 
will the doors of this church be open for 
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all who would dwell upon the remembrance 
of their Saviour's passion. And there are 
many here, who, if they have the willing 
mind, will surely come ; and so best prepare 
themselves for that worthy partaking of the 
Supper of the Lord, which is the pledge to 
us of life eternal. Even to-day He calls us, 
He pleads with us, He constrains us to be 
heirs of everlasting salvation. But if we 
ask, "What shall I do to inherit eternal 
life V He still answers, as He once did to 
that rich young ruler, — who came desirous to 
learn, but went away unwilling to practise: 
— " If thou wilt enter into life, keep the com- 
mandments." 
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SERMON V. 



THE UNCHANGEABLENESS OF GOD, A MOTIVE 
TO CHRISTIAN CONSISTENCY. 

Fourth Smday after Easter. 



James i. 17 

With whom is no variableness^ neither shadow of 

turning. 

Our Collect to-day, you will remember, 
speaks of " the sundry and manifold changes 
of the world." And then immediately after- 
wards the Epistle refers us, in the words of St. 
James, for every thing, to the Almighty God, 
"with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning ;" that is, with whom change has 
nothing to do, but who is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. It is as if our Church 
had intended to place side by side in the 
strongest contrast this world and the next, 
the scenes and shadows of this earthly life 
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that now is, and the unchanging realities of 
that kingdom which is the abiding place of 
the God of heaven. The subject then to 
which the words of our text especially direct 
our attention, is to the great truth that with 
God all is ever the same, that — ^as His ways 
and thoughts are above our ways and thoughts 
— as he is Almighty, but we are weak — ^as 
He is all-seeing, but we are blind, — ^so among 
all the changes and chances that encompass 
us, there is above us the same unchanging 
Father, unchanging in His ways, unchanging 
in His laws. 

Now I think that this is a truth upon 
which we may dwell with practical benefit to 
ourselves, because it suggests to us many 
useful inquiries. And the first inquiry that 
it leads us to is this, do we not continually 
act as if that were not true, which yet we do 
not deny or disbelieve, when we only think 
of it generally, and without any special re* 
ference to our own case? First as to the 
threatenings of God. What is the hope of 
the ungodly ? of those who read and acknow- 
ledge the threatenings of God's Word against 
the hard and impenitent, who know the 
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purity of God's law- — ^bow it forbids sin even 
in the inmost heart, and yet who day by day 
commit wilful sin, and say that they hope to 
be saved, and are looking to heaven after 
death? Surely their hope must consist in 
this, that they do expect in their hearts, that 
God will not do as He has threatened. They 
must be living in the belief that He vrill act 
in contradiction to His word; that, though 
He has declared one thing in His Bible, He 
will declare something quite different on His 
judgment seat. They act then on the awful 
supposition that God can be untrue, that He 
can vary ; that he may change ; and so they 
are satisfied to continue in ways which He 
has declared most hateftil unto Himself. 

And then in the same way as some make 
light of the threatenings of God, and imagine 
that they will never be fulfilled, so again 
others are equally distrustful of God's pro- 
mises. The same God, brethren, who has 
said to the man that is living in his sins, ^^ O 
wicked man, thou shalt surely die," has said 
also to the man who is humbled for his sins, 
** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved." He has referred the sinner 
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to an all-sufficient Saviour, who in His 
boundless love to a ruined world, has borne 
their curse, endured their punishment, and 
purchased their deliverance. He invites men 
to seek refuge in this Saviour ; to go boldly 
unto Him; to commit their souls into His 
hands ; and to expect pardon simply on the 
ground that He has purchased it by His 
blood. The Lord has passed His ovm word 
that " Whosoever belie veth in the Son, hath 
everlasting life ;" and He has extended this 
most gracious offer to every humble sinner, 
vrithout exception, saying, "whosoever will, let 
him come and take of the water of life freely." 
Yet there are few of us, brethren, I fear very 
few, who seem really to believe that the 
Lord means what His words imply. Some 
are too proud and self-righteous to receiviB 
them. In vain does the Lord tell them that 
" not by works of righteousness which they 
have done, but according to his mercy, he 
saveth them ;" in vain does He tell them that 
sinners are justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus. Still they cling to their ovm imagined 
goodness; they have some righteous doings 
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of their own on which they are counting; 
they have hopes of doing something of them- 
selves, they will not resort to their Saviour 
for every thing. Others again do not wholly 
trust in God's promises from a feeling that 
looks like humility. They think of many 
years of much sinfulness ; they find nothing 
in themselves to satisfy them ; and they des- 
pair of being saved in the fiill and free way, 
in which the Saviour undertakes to save them. 
They must qualify themselves for the Sa- 
viour's mercies by doing something to deserve 
them, and till they have reached the point at 
which they think themselves worthy to come, 
they will not do so at all. They are afraid, 
in short, to give full heed to that doctrine of 
the word, "By grace are ye saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves ; it is the 
gift of God. Not of worpfe^lept any man 
should boast." So then this fear, brethren, 
may seem to come from humility ; but it does 
really come from something else, from our 
unworthy notions of the Almighty. We 
think of Him as of ourselves, as one who 
must not be entirely taken at His word; 
whose promises must be understood with all 
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those allowances and exceptions, that our own 
distrustful hearts would fix upon them. 

But now turn to the text, and mark how 
grandly the Apostle speaks of that God, 
whose threatenings and promises we thu^ 
presume to call in question: with Him is 
neither variableness nor shadow of turning. 
As another Apostle expresses the same thing 
— " If we believe not, yet he abideth faith-* 
ful: he cannot deny himself." Whilst we 
are trifling here below with His revealed 
Word, and putting our own meanings upon 
it, — some doubting the fulfilment of His 
threatenings, others questioning the truth of 
His promises, — yet all the time " He is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever;" and 
no doubts, no suspiqions, no distrust, have 
made him change one of His eternal coun- 
pels. What He was when He first wrote 
to us the great things in His Word, such 
He is now, such shall He be for ever. Men 
may speak one thing, and mean another; 
but with the Lord, to say and do are one 
and the same thing: ^^Hath he said, and 
shall he not do iti Hath he spoken, and 
shall he not make it good V Man may be 
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as changeable as the world in which he lives ; 
but as for God, *^He is of one mind, and 
who shall turn him ? '* Apply this doctrine, 
brethren, to the subject of God*s threaten- 
ings, and how awful is the inference to 
which we must come, for all who say peace 
and safety, while there is certain destruction 
coming ! to all who are living in the sins to 
which these threatenings ' apply ! to all who 
are neglecting the great salvation of Christ 
Jesus, and therefore who cannot truly say 
that they are living by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved them, and gave Himself 
for them. For what saith the God of truth ? 
^^He that believeth not the Son, shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
him.'* And, brethren, let not the world 
deceive you. Let not the tempter deceive 
you. Let not your own hearts deceive you, 
to persuade you to believe that these are 
mere words, — threats that shall not be ful- 
filled, — ^but believe for yourselves now, while 
it is time, that you must flee from the wrath 
to come. And if God be thus, for His very 
truth's sake, faithful in His threatenings, 
think, too, how the doctrine of our text 
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bears upon His precious promises. These, 
too, shall be as surely fulfilled : here, too, 
there ** is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning." ** He abideth faithfal ; he cannot 
deny himself." And greatly, brethren, do we 
all need to apply to our own special wants 
the full comfort of such words as these. For 
some there may be who have but newly 
awakened to the sense and feeling of their 
sins ; and with such there will ever be much 
doubt and fear. Can it be, they will be 
inclined to say, that the Saviour really means 
all that He says ? He promises rest to the 
weary, and the cleansing of His blood for all 
sin, and invites the heavy laden; but are 
we sure that He meant to invite us ? Yes, 
surely, brethren, for with Him is no variable- 
ness. For those who are weary, heavy 
laden, convinced, humble penitents, those 
words are, as it were, expressly written. 
Let not such distrust His sincerity by per- 
plexing doubts or unnecessary fears. Be- 
lieve His words to the uttermost ; for " his 
name is faithful and true." 

And others, again, there may be, who 
have already, in some degree, tried and 
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proved the faithfulness of God. It seems 
strange, that they who have found God 
faithful to His word in one respect, should 
ever doubt Him in other things. Yet so it 
is. Where is he who has cleared his heart 
of all his doubts and fears 1 He may be 
anidng the spirits of just men made perfect, 
but he cannot be found upon earth. For 
still there is the tempter at hand, and 
without fightings, within fears, sometimes 
the feet are almost gone: at best, the be* 
liever's faith gives way in some ppint ot 
other. Perhaps we trust God in heavenly 
things; but we distrust Him in the daily 
things of earth. We believe Him, perhaps, 
for eternity ; but we are half afraid to rely 
upon Him for time. Let us call in the help 
of our text to our weak and wavering faith. 
It suggests to us a reason why God must be, 
of necessity, true to every promise and as- 
surance that His Word contains : " With 
him is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning." He cannot deny Himself; He 
cannot make special rules for special cases; 
He cannot, in any case, great or small, con- 
tradict His own essential attribute — truth. 
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Well> then, let us strive to act, in all 
respects, as those who are persuaded, that 
what God has promised He will do. Carry 
this persuasion to every word that hath pro-* 
ceeded from the mouth of the Lord. Look 
through your Bibles, and wherever you find 
a promise that clearly applies to your own 
condition, hesitate not to plead for the ful- 
filment of it at the throne of grace. Chris- 
tians can scarcely find themselves in an^ 
situation, in which there is not something 
which the Lord hath spoken to suit the 
circumstances they are in; something to 
console, to encourage, to direct. To take 
but one example, think of the Psalms of 
David. Written in ages so long gone by, 
in a country and among a people so different 
from our own, yet how do they bear upon 
them the mark of God's unchanging finger ! 
We may get accustomed to their daily use ; 
and while all goes smoothly with us, we may 
pass over carelessly much that they contain. 
But let something unusual happen to us, — 
some of those events, which, either for good 
or evil, stir the inmost depths of the soul, 
and show us more completely what we are, — 
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and then observe how the familiar words 
seem to have gained a new and deeper 
meaning; how they seem to be speaking 
to us individually, and telling us the very 
feelings of our hearts, as if they had been 
written expressly to be the voice of truth 
to ourselves, to describe to us our own diffi* 
culties, our own anxieties, our own joys. 
And why is this, but because, while outward 
things, and the fashion of them, changeth 
and passeth away, the spirit of man, like the 
God from whom it comes, is ever the same? 
It has its own needs, and feelings, and 
secrets, altogether independent of the vary- 
ing frame in which it dwells ; and bears the 
mark of eternity, because, like the ever- 
lasting God, it is the same in every age of 
the world. And happy, then, is he, brethren, 
who, believing all these words to be the 
sayings of a faithful God, is bold enough to 
make use of them in every time of need: 
who in hi. w«>kn«. wai^ on Hin, who 
has promised to renew his strength ; in his 
ignorance turns unto Him, who has promised 
to direct his paths; in his afflictions has 
recourse to Him, who has declared Himself 
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the Comforter of those that " are cast 
down;" who, trusting to that saying, "In 
every thing, by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known unto God," does venture to cast all 
his cares upon the Lord; carries to Him 
every difficulty, and shows Him every sorrow ; 
spreads before Him every want^ asks counsel 
of Him in every proceeding of life; and, 
having reaped the blessed fruit of this de- 
pendence on his God, lays humbly at His 
feet the grateful tribute of constant praise 
and thanksgiving. 

The conclusion to which these truths lead 
us, brethren, is surely this ; that, if God be 
indeed above us, without variableness and 
without turning, that Christian bears most 
about him of his Master's image, whose 
faithfulness is most abiding, whose love is 
most uniform, in whom the spirit of holiness 
is most continuous and most consistent; 
whose life is most single in its purpose, its 
objects, and its end. "A double-minded 
man," says St. James, just before the words 
of our text, " is unstable in all his ways," and 
he least resembles the character set before us 
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all as bur model, who is carried about by 
every wavering fancy ; who lives by no rule 
but the impulse of the passing moment ; 
whose whole course is but a series of strange 
contradictions. We have all, we know, 
within us a crowd of desires, each seeking 
for itself an opportunity for gratification; 
and if these are suffered to prevail in turn, 
we are as ships beat about by tempests, and 
driven from their course by each opposing 
wind. But it need not be so. For withal 
there is within us an active controlling will, 
which can and may bring all these things into 
obedience to the law of Christ. And this will, 
— by the due use of our opportunities, — ^by 
making the right choice and abiding in it, — 
we can daily, through the help of the Spirit, 
strengthen and improve. On the other hand, 
by giving way for a present pleasure, or from 
present fear, we can weaken the power of 
that will, till each temptation supplies a 
fresh occasion for yielding, and each weak- 
ness leads to further fallings away, and our 
life has no abiding law, no stedfast purpose, 
nothing but confusion, and a continual self- 
contradiction. 
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Strive we then, brethren, more, day by 
day, to feel that we are under the eye of a 
Ood who is without change or turning. May 
the thought, kept steadily before us, give 
moTe strength, and simplicity, and directness 
to our daily lives. We cannot either free 
ourselves from, or live above^ the accidents 
and changes of all those outward things 
among which we move. But we can do 
much to keep our inward life free from the 
changes of caprice, and the confusion pro- 
duced by the indulgence of every rising de- 
sire. By perseverance in the faith that we 
profess ; by stedfastness in the doctrines that 
we maintain ; by patient continuance in well 
doing; by a bold confession of the Saviour 
under all circumstances, and on all occasions ; 
by looking onward to the mark, and striving 
to press forward, we can show the simplicity 
of an abiding will. So it has been with 
those who have gone before, ami so it may 
still be with all who have set God before 
them, and carry their eye onward to His un- 
changing kingdom. They are transformed by 
the renewing of their minds even while upon 
earth. Though they still need, day by day, 
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the continual renewings of the Holy Ghost ; 
yet they bear about them, in the body, the 
dying of the Lord Jesus. Following aftel* 
holiness, they can look onward to the time 
when they shall put off, with this body, the 
last remains of sin ; and awakening from 
death, they shall say, in the fullest meaning 
of the words, " Old things are passed away ; 
all things are become new;" and in these 
things only, — new though they seem, — " there 
is no variableness, neither shadow of tum- 
mg. 
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THE christian's OUTWARD BLESSINGS AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES. 

Fifth Smday after Easter, 



{Far Church Building Society.) 

James i. 22. 

Buit be ye (ioers of the wordy and not hearers only^ 

deceiving your ovm selves. 

The opening words of the Epistle to-day 
seem well suited to suggest the thoughts 
that I would most desire to keep before 
your minds now; for they specially warn 
the outward professor of Christianity of the 
danger that accompanies that very profession. 
They warn every one among you, who by 
your presence to-day confess yourselves the 
servants of a heavenly Master, that the 
Word of God is the seed, but obedience the 

E 2 
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fruit ; that the seed may be good, but in itself 
it is little worth, if it grows not out into the 
healthy tree. And they further call upon 
you, as living plants in the vineyard of 
Christ, to be knovm by your fruits also. 
First to hear what God's Word alone can 
teach, and then, when the moment comes 
that requires a special act, a special sacrifice, 
to make it at once, cheerfully, heartily, and 
in faith ; that is, to be " doers of the word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves." 

Now I would desire first to show you, 
that you are bound to assist the object which 
I am required to lay before you to-day. Let 
me then remind you, in few words, what 
that object is. It is to help forward the 
great work of spreading the pure Gospel of 
Christ, by increasing throughout this land 
the number of Christian places of worship. 
You will readily understand, that there may, 
even in this favoured country, be many a 
deserted hamlet, where the want of a church 
is severely felt, and yet where there are no 
local means of raising a decent building. 
Now these are the very cases, where the 
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help of strangers has been most readily 
given. Now, thirty-four years ago, a small 
number of zealous Christians formed them- 
selves into a society, for the express pur- 
pose of enabling the poorer districts of this 
-country to have the blessings of a church. 
And you will naturally ask. How far has 
the attempt been successful? Hear their 
own account of the matter. They tell us, 
4ihat from the year in which they commenced 
their labours, up to last year, they had as- 
sisted more than 8000 parishes, they had 
supplied 885,000 new sittings, and of that 
number three-fourths are free and unappro- 
priated. They say ftirther, that it has been 
"their unceasing object to obtain as large an 
amount as possible of free accommodation 
secured for the use of our poorer brethren. 
And they go on to remind us of this awful 
fact, that, during the last ten years, there 
has been an increase of more than two mil- 
lions in the population of this country ; and 
that this increase can only be met by build- 
ing churches in newly-formed districts, where 
large and populous parishes have been di- 
vided, and by rebuilding and enlarging exist- 
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ing churches, which have become too small 
for the inhabitants of the parishes to which 
they belong. 

There are two further circumstances, which 
seem to increase the urgency of this appeal 
upon us specially. The first is, the state* 
ment contained in the last report from the 
diocese of Lichfield, which speaks of a 
lamentable deficiency of church accommoda- 
tion in the manufacturing and mining dis- 
tricts of the county of Stafford. The second 
is the fact which is especially noticed in the 
Bishop's letter. He says, ^^ Special reference 
is made in the Queen's letter, to the large 
amount of grants made by the Society to- 
wards the building of churches for the dis- 
tricts recently constituted in the more popu- 
lous parishes of the kingdom. Of these 
districts, no fewer than thirty belong to the 
diocese of Lichfield, the greater part of 
which, I am thankful to say, are already pro- 
vided with churches. Of such grants, there- 
fore, we have had our full share ; and I find 
upon inquiry, that, for the building of these 
churches, as well as for the building and 
enlargement of others, our Diocese has re- 
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ceived nearly £4000 from the Society during 
the last three years. ^ Thus it appears," the 
Bishop goes on to say, 'Hhat upon us the 
Society has a particular as well as a general 
claim; and I am persuaded that they who 
have been helped by it in their time of need, 
will be forward to show their thankfulness for 
its bounty, by doing what in them lies to 
enable it to extend the like help to others 
also, in answer to the numerous applications 
which, from the increase of our population, 
the subdivision of our parishes, and the con- 
sequent need of additional churches, are con- 
tinually pressing upon the Society's funds." 

Such, then, are the reasons, general and 
special, for which I am bound to ask you to 
give something to-day to the great and holy 
work of setting up the visible tokens of 
God's presence on the &ce of this Christian 
land. It is a work of sure mercy and un- 
mixed blessing. And, brethren, is not this 
a time for stirring up the hearts of the faith- 
fill, wherever they can be found ? Surely 
the present is a time which requires the free 
and hearty efforts of all who would desire 
to improve the moral and social^ as well as 

£ 4 
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the religious, condition of the people. In- 
fidelity is spreading abroad like a wide wast^ 
ing pestilence, infecting chiefly, of course, 
the most densely-peopled places, but poison- 
ing the minds of many of every rank and 
station ; exercising a baneful influence upon 
literature, and instilling into the multitudes 
of artisans and labourers the worst principles, 
by means of Sunday newspapers, and similar 
cheap publications. 

Again, the Church of Rome is putting 
forth unusual pretensions, with power to 
subdue the weak and ill-instructed, and art to 
seduce the unwary ; nay, to excite the feel- 
ings, captivate the imagination, and pervert 
the judgment of the highly educated, thought- 
ful, and devout. And once more, a latitudi-* 
narian spirit of indifference to articles of 
faith and modes of worship, opens, both to 
superstition and unbelief, a ready access 
among those who boast of their civil and 
religious freedom. Now, the best and surest 
corrective of these evils is to be found in the 
pure worship ordained in our Church, the 
daily reading of the Word of God, the par- 
taking of the Sacraments, and the form of 
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sound words delivered to the people. And 
therefore to build up houses of God in the 
land, wherein His truth may be declared in 
the great congregation, must be agreeable to 
His will, as the neglect of all this is a proof, 
that, in the awful language of His Word, 
" we see not our tokens." 

Here, too, will be found the best means of 
improving the social condition of the people, 
and uniting more closely, and with a holy 
bond, those who are parted by the wide in- 
terval which in this country separates the 
abundance, or even superfluity of wealth, 
from extreme destitution. It is the meeting 
together of high and low, rich and poor, in 
the presence of the one Father and Lord of 
all, which, as by a healing influence, removes 
the jealous distrust and envy which worldly 
distinctions sometimes create. This labour 
of love is, as is well known, the principal ob- 
ject to which the resources of this Society 
are devoted ; and for the more effectual fur- 
therance of it we ask the prayers, and zealous 
co-operation of the friends of the Church, 
both in giving it their own support, and in- 
creasing the number of contributors among 
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the many who are yet perhaps ignorant of its 
claims, and do not lay to heart the weighty 
responsibility which is incurred by their pos- 
session of God's gifts, and their membership 
in Christ. 

But our subject carries us a step further, 
and suggests to us all a very practical inquiry. 
We speak of the blessing of a Church, of a 
pure form of worship, and we are ready, 
perhaps, to help those who need all these 
things. But we cannot be thus minded with- 
out letting the thought pass through oiir 
hearts — we have all these things, how are we 
using them 1 We pity those who have them 
not, but do we show in our own persons that 
we prize and value them ? How is it among 
yourselves ? I have before me the words of 
one ' who laboured many years in this parish, 
and yet who, at the end of a long ministry, 
speaks thus : " The charge which I prefer is 
this : out of the number of resident inhabit- 
ants, the congregations, in general, consist 
of a very inadequate proportion, inasmuch 

* The late Rev. Edward Cooper, Bector of Ham* 
stall-Bidware and Yoxall. 
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that, on the average, not even one out of 
each family is present at the usual time of 
public service. There are several who do 
not appear at church more than three or 
four times in the year. There are still more 
who do not come there more than once a 
month. There are a much larger number 
who come occasionally, when they have no- 
thing else to do, and who consequently are 
most uncertain and irregular in their attend- 
ance. There are few, indeed, who con- 
stantly attend once, and there are fewer still 
who come to church twice on the Lord's 
Day. And what then is to become of the 
large proportion of those who might and 
ought to attend? How are they passing 
those sacred hours in which they ought to be 
at the house of God? Some of them are 
indolently sitting by their fire-sides, or saun- 
tering in their gardens, or roving about the 
fields. Others, it may be, are engaged in 
their worldly occupations, in washing, or 
baking, in keeping their accounts, or looking 
over their cattle, carrying home their work, 
or seeing persons on business, in paying or 
receiving money. Some perhaps are staying 
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at home to entertain visitors; others going 
from home to pay visits. These are, for the 
most part, the ways and employments in 
which those who are absent from churcli are 
passing the Sabbath," Such is the record of 
one who was more than thirty years among 
you,^ and from the few opportunities that I 
have yet had of judging, during my short 
residence here, I cannot venture to think 
matters are much improved in these respects. 
After deducting all who, on various accounts, 
cannot come, there are too many whom we 
seldom see, too many who never come here. 
And why do I dwell on the fearful thought 
to-day, but because it seems so plainly to be- 
long to this subject ? For the blessings that 
we crave for others do bring with them, both 
to others and to ourselves, a deep responsi-^ 
bility. If it is awful to think of multitudes 
in this country still without the means of 
attending public worship, not less awful is 
the thought of multitudes despising the 
blessing that they ought to cherish ; groping 
in darkness under the light of Gpspel grace, 
and Gospel worship ; in the midst of God's 
tokens, living without God in the world ; not 
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only not doers of the Word, but not even 
hearers of it. 

Brethren, these things ought not so to be. 
And I would use all plainness of speech 
about them. Think how many there are 
among our poorer brethren, who cannot 
read themselves, and who during the week 
are so continually away from their homes, 
that the parish visit hardly ever reaches them 
in the hours of health at least. Now to such, 
we must remember, the short time spent in 
church on Sunday is almost the only outward 
link between time and eternity, the only 
opportunity afforded them of at least hearing 
the Word of God, and knowing something 
of what He commands, and promises, and 
threatens. But if they despise this wilfully ; 
if they hear the bell Sunday after Sunday, 
and yet never consider it a special call to 
themselves, then assuredly they will be called 
hereafter to a stricter account, because these 
things were before them, unheeded. They 
will be worse off than those who never had 
these privileges within their reach, because it 
would have been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than to have 
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turned away from the light, and loved dark- 
ness better. 

And if so, the plain advice follows. Con- 
sider, I pray you, the regular attendance on 
the public worship of God, to be the great 
business of Sunday, the great engagement 
that meets you in the face on that day. 
Every day has some business, some, engage^ 
ment of its own. And then you make other 
things give way. You do not put it off for a 
little inconvenience, or a little bad weather, 
or the first trifle that arises. But you attend 
to it, and keep it, though it may be with 
trouble and fatigue. So too let it be on 
Sunday. Make it your business, your en- 
gagement that shall not be set aside, to 
attend the house of God, and be assured that 
the duty will secure the blessing. Come 
regularly, come humbly, and in faith, and 
you cannot fail to draw a blessing down on 
your families, your labours, your own souls ; 
your eyes shall be opened to see wondrous 
things in God's Law, and you will be passing 
through life with a constant reference, week 
by week, to death, and judgment^ and eter- 
nity* 
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So then, if there be any here present to- 
day, who feel that they have something to 
answer for in these respects, who are aware 
that they have not been sufficiently alive to 
the blessings and responsibilities of their own 
religious privileges, let them add something 
to their offering here to-day — ^not as any ex- 
cuse for past neglect, not as any compromise 
with their conscience, but rather as a begin- 
ning of more earnest feelings, and of souls 
awakened to the knowledge of the one thing 
needful. The object for which I ask your 
offerings to-day has no evil mixed with good, 
as is so often the case in earthly objects. 
Too often we give, doubting whether the 
gift may do more good or harm, and with 
very little hope of a blessing to follow. But 
no one ever yet assisted to build a church, 
without in his measure setting forward the 
glory of God, and the salvation of man. 

For within those walls most surely shall 
God be present according to His promise. 
There shall faith be settled, and doubts re- 
moved, and Christian love increased. There 
shall sorrow lose its sting, and joy resound in 
praise. There shall some pious worshippers 
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at least be found kneeling around the Holy 
Table, and feeding by &ith on the Saviour's 
last tokens of love. No human trouble, no 
anxious diflSculty, but shall find an answer, 
and a comfort there. Nay, if any thing can 
cheer and soothe the mourner's heart, and 
quell the spirit's strife, embittered by the loss 
of its fondest hopes, or it may be by the 
wreck of its heart's affections — if any thing, 
I say, can then give calmness — it is those 
solemn words that carry us from the grave to 
the resurrection, from the outward church 
where rest the earthly remains, to the church 
of the first-bom, the heavenly Jerusalem, the 
invisible Church triumphant. 

And, lastly, I would pray you to dwell 
upon the thought, that every one who con- 
tributes to the building of a church, has not 
only the comfort of being a doer of the Word, 
but has a share for ever in the blessings which 
that church shall produce so long as it en- 
dures. And long after this present life has 
ended, that share may be an increasing one 
for ages yet to come. We throw in our 
ofierings carelessly, and hardly think how 
much good we may be doing, if God will. 
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But how different would it be if we reflected, 
that it miirht be an opportunity afforded us 
of adding «m,e.htag to God', gloiy. even in 
days which our eyes shall never be allowed 
to see, and among people as yet unborn. 
Yes, assuredly, my brethren, there are many 
we doubt not, long gone to their rest, whose 
souls enjoy an increasing amount of triumph, 
as the temples of God, which they helped to 
raise and adorn, gradually receive within 
their walls an increasing number of God's 
elect. They knew not all the good they 
were doing, but they did it simply, and 
heartily, and it may be they are wondering 
at the fruit which God's goodness has pro- 
duced, some a hundred-fold, some sixty-fold, 
some thirty-fold. And what is true of them, 
may indeed one day be true of us all. If 
but the willing mind be there, our works 
shall surely follow us, and all generations 
shall call us blessed. Oh ! then, be ye to- 
day doers of the Word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves. 



SERMON VII. 



CHRISTIAN EXPECTATION. 

Sunday after Ascension Day. 



John xiv. 18, 19. 

/ mil not leave you comfortless : I will come to you. 
Yet a little whiU^ and the world seeth ms no more ; 
ha ye see me : lecause I Uve, ye shall live also^ 

The week that we have now begun was 
called the week of expectation, because in 
it the disciples of the ascended Lord were 
anxiously looking for the fulfilment of their 
Master's promise. He had gone unto the 
Father in heaven, as He said He would ; and 
they were beginning to understand His pre- 
vious words of comfort. They had never, 
indeed, doubted His power, or the truth of 
His words ; but they had not at first formed 
any clear idea of His meaning. How He 
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would leave them, and yet come to them, 
was a mystery. ** What is this that he saith 
unto us, A little while, and ye shall see me : 
and again a little while, and ye shall not see 
me : and. Because I go to the Father ? We 
cannot tell what he saith." Such had been 
their former language ; but now a brighter 
day was at hand for them. They were be* 
ginning to know in whom they had believed. 
They had already seen their question partly 
answered in His sudden, occasional appear- 
ances to them upon earth, after His first 
rising from the dead. He had been seen by 
them for a little while, and then again, for a 
little while, had been lost to their sight. 
And so they had learnt the mystery of His 
unseen presence. And now He had as- 
cended out of their sight ; and the time had 
come for which He had been preparing their 
minds. The world saw Him no more, — ^a 
cloud had received Him out of their sight, — 
yet still His words were before them: "I 
will not leave you comfortless ; I will come 
unto you. Ye see me." And how was all 
this to be? Would the brightness of His 
glory, indeed, soon appear again ? In what 
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way should they behold Him? What was 
the coming comfort, that could make it ex- 
pedient that He should go away? How 
were they to live by Him, and yet lose 
Him ? How was His strength to keep them 
from falling, when their weakness should 
have no help at hand? "How can these 
things be ? " must have been their anxious 
thought, as they passed the interval between 
their Lord's ascension, and the fulfilment of 
the promise on which all their hopes de- 
pended. For they knew not how long that 
interval was to last; they knew not, that 
after ten days only they should obtain their 
part in the Saviour's healing gifts. When 
they said unto Him, Leave us not comfort- 
less, it was not with them, as with us who 
know that the Holy Ghost will come unto 
11S ; but they had lost their companion, their 
guide, and their own familiar friend ; and as 
yet they had only before them His promise 
that they should find Him again. It must 
have been an interval of much doubt, and 
fear, and sorrow; yet we do not read that 
their trust in His promise failed. We are 
told that they were continually in the tem- 
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pie, praising and blessing God ; and again, 
that they continued with one accord id 
prayer and supplication. Yet even in this 
interval of suspense, they were not altogether 
idle : one most important work they did, in 
making up their number, diminished as it 
had been by the fell and death of Judas. 
And now, by the advice of St. Peter, they 
appointed two as fit witnesses with them- 
selves of their Lord's resurrection ; and when 
the lot had been cast, with prayer, it fell 
upon Matthias, and he was numbered with 
the eleven Apostles. Such, then, was the 
way in which the first followers of our Lord 
were employed in the interval that elapsed 
between His command, — " Tarry ye here, 
until ye be endued vrith power from on 
high,"- — and the fulfilment of Hia parting 
promise; and I think we may find some 
useful refiections for ourselves, too, and suit- 
able to the present period of ten days be- 
tween the ascension of onr blessed Lord and 
Whit-Sunday. 

And the first remark tha 
is, that we have, indeed, i: 
think so, all the advantages 
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that thfe Apostles themselves had. We are 
apt to loDg that it had been possible for us 
to have known Christ upon earth. We say, 
How much more blessed should we have been, 
if like them we could have seen Him with 
our eyes, and shown Him our difficulties, 
and conversed with Him as a friend ! These 
privileges indeed they had, and we cannot 
have. But great as all these seemed, yet 
our Lord speaks of them as small blessings 
in comparison of the blessing that was to 
follow from his return to God. True, that 
had been a time of deep interest for them, 
during which they had seen with their eyes, 
and handled with their hands, the manifested 
Word, made flesh; those three wonderful 
years, when His earthly life had been brought 
so near to them, day by day. Yet He could be 
nearer to them than He had yet been when 
nearest, and the witness of the Spirit in their 
hearts could do greater things for them than 
His actual bodily presence ever did. And so 
they found it. They found in that promise 
the means of their real strength; and a 
power not their own was with them, and 
made them bolder, truer, witnesses to Him, 
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who had left them, than they had been under 
His own eye. Under that eye Peter denied 
Him, but in the strength of the Spirit he 
lifted up his voice boldly, and testified of 
Him in the lace of unbelievers. And we 
have that same promise which made him so 
strong, and we have it as fiill and abiding as 
St Peter had : — Christ's presence is as really 
felt now by every lowly contrite heart, — ^the 
blessing that it brings is as great to every one 
of us, as could be His outward form, were it 
given us to behold it ; — ^it is expedient for us 
that He went away. 

And I would next remark to you, that 
the frame of mind of the disciples, watching, 
and earnestly looking for the promised bless- 
ing, is the fit frame of mind for Christians at 
all seasons, and especially at this season. 
When our Lord was going away. He said 
that He would come again ^'quickly," and 
then, that the word might not suggest a 
mistake. He added, suddenly, or as a thief» 
^* Behold I come as a thief : blessed is he that 
watcheth, and keepeth his garments." And 
the duty that He meant thus to suggest, is 
the patient, watchful, trustful looking unto 
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Him, ever waiting His time, and yet being 
ready as though the time were come. Now, 
in reply to this, some tell us that it is useless 
to be expecting what has been so long de- 
layed, and to be constantly looking for Him, 
and imagining that we see signs of His 
coming. Yet see to what this objection 
would bring us. For if no age ought ever 
to expect His coming, then the age in which 
He will come (whatever that be) ought not 
to expect Him ; and this is the very point 
against which He warns us. If it be true 
that Christians have expected Him, when He 
did not come, it is quite as true, that when 
He does come, the world will not expect 
Him. True it is, that many times, many 
ages, have Christians been mistaken in think- 
ing they discerned Christ's coming; but 
surely better a thousand times think Him 
coming when He is not, than once think 
Him not coming when He is. He must 
come one day, sooner or later. There may 
be found some to scoff at our want of discern- 
ment now, because we say, — ^be ever expect- 
ing Him, — but where will be the want of 
discernment, where the triumph then 1 And 



Christian Earpedation. 97 

what does Christ think of the scoff? Does 
He not tell us, hy the Apostle, of scoffers, 
who shall say, " Where is the promise of his 
coming ? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the begin* 
ning of the creation." " But, beloved," adds 
St. Peter, " be not ignorant of this, that one 
day with the Lord is as a thousand years, and 
a thousand years as one day." And all I 
mean to say is, that while the humble- 
minded Christian is far from wishing to de- 
termine times and seasons which God has 
kept in His own power, yet Scripture does 
encourage him to dwell more on the prospect 
that the end is coming, than to presume 
upon the time during which it has not come, 
— it being a wholesome thing to live, as if 
that will come in our day which may come 
any day. He does not seek a Lord and 
Saviour. He has found the Messias long 
since, and he is looking out for Him. His 
Lord Himself has bid him look for Him 
in the signs of the world, and therefore he 
looks out. He knows that God's angels are 
about the earth ; he knows that the Son of 
God ere now has come on earth. And again, 
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he reads in the book of Revelation quite 
enough, not indeed to show him what is 
coming, but to show him that there is a 
secret supernatural system going on under 
this visible scene. And therefore he looks 
out for Christ, for His present providences, 
and for His coming; and though often de- 
ceived in his expectations, and fancying won- 
derful things are coming on the earth, when 
they still delay, he uses and comforts himself 
with the Prophet's words, " I vdll stand upon 
my watch, and set me upon the tower, and 
will watch to see what he will say unto me, 
and what I shall answer when I am reproved. 
And the Lord answered me, the vision is yet 
for an appointed time, but at the end it shall 
speak, and not lie ; though it tarry, wait for 
it, because it will surely come, it will not 
tarry/' 

The other remark that I would make is, 
that the temper here recommended, need in 
no way interfere with our due attention to 
every active duty. As the spirit of the 
Apostles at this season, patiently waiting for 
the Saviour's promise, with prayer and sup- 
plication, should now and always be our 



Christian Expectation, 99 

guide, so their conduct may suggest to us 
this further lesson. It was, as we have seen, 
during this interval of anxiety and suspense, 
that they acted ; replenishing their diminished 
number, and providing for the efficiency of 
the earthly ministry. And so, brethren, it is 
for us, when most we are looking unto Christ, 
to be yet about our Master's business. Our 
eye may be fixed on Him in faith, and yet 
our feet employed in the work that He has 
given us to do. Were He to come even now, 
how could He find us better than so doing I 
To learn to see Him in all things, to make 
earthly things speak of Him, this is to live 
by Him. And so t^ie temper of patient 
waiting for His coming should be mixed 
with an earnest abiding in those things in 
which we would most desire to be found by 
Him were He to come. And the outward 
life should not be lost in the anxiety of ex- 
pectation, but be sanctified by the expecta- 
tion, and so moulded into the thought of His 
abiding presence, at all places, and on all oc- 
casions. This is to be living unto Him, and 
not to ourselves ; this is to imitate the Apos- 
tles, whose heart was at this time seeking 
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treasure from heaven, yet who were busied 
the while in adding to the number of earthly 
witnesses, and casting lots for a faithful com- 
panion. 

Learn then from them the spirit of prayer 
and supplication, the spirit of praise and 
blessing, the spirit of faith and patience. 
Learn from them, that in all your communings 
with Christ upon earth, you have yet some 
work to do for Him, and that in that work, 
performed in fsiith, you shall find Him. 
Learn, too, that what they had to cheer them 
alike in their prayers, and in their labours, 
you have also ; the same free and full pro- 
mise, the same sure word of jancouragement, 
the same arm to strengthen, the same risen 
Saviour, and ascended King ; the same Holy 
Ghost sent unto us to comfort us, and by 
exalting our thoughts now, preparing to exalt 
us unto the same place whither our Saviour 
Christ has gone before. And if you have 
learnt these things already, and are even now 
looking forward to the day when the promise 
was frilfilled, and the comfort given, and the 
spirit poured out, then, too, are you looking 
forward to another opportunity of feeding 
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upon Him by faith with thanksgiving. Surely 
it is when the Christian kneels at the holy 
table, and hears " the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ preserve thy body and soul 
unto everlasting life," that he can best take 
to himself the promise of his Master's words, 
" Because I live, ye shall live also." 
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SERMON VIII. 



THE CHRISTIAN S CALLING AND PRIVILEGES 
LEADING TO A HOLY LIFE. 

Trinity Sunday. 



Ephesians iv. 1. 

/ therefore^ the prisoner o/tlte Lord^ beseech you that 
ye imlk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called. 

These words remind us of the circumstances 
under which St. Paul wrote his Epistle to 
the Ephesians. It was from his prison at 
Rome that he addressed to them the words 
of exhortation and warning. He had visited 
them twice in the course of his travels; and 
on the second occasion had preached the 
word with such success, that a very nu- 
merous Church was planted at Ephesus, 
composed chiefly of Gentile converts. The 
Apostle's concern for their welfiEu^ seems to 
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have been very great ; lie remained in their 
city during the space of three years; and 
afterwards, when at Miletus, sent for the 
elders of the Ephesian Church to meet him 
at that place, and took his leave of them, as 
one that should see their face no more. But 
the very cause of his imprisonment made 
him anxious afterwards to address them by 
letter^ It was his denial of the power of 
the Mosaic law which had exposed him to 
the jealousy of the Jews, and it was likely, 
therefore, that some ^ advantage would be 
taken of his present sufferings, to unsettle 
the faith of his Gentile converts at Ephesus. 
As " the prisoner of the Lord" — ^that is, as 
one whose zeal for his Master's service had 
brought danger and misfortune upon him, — 
his words were calculated to make a strong 
impression upon them. He bade them re- 
member the time when, being " without 
Christ, they were aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope, and 
without God in the world ;" and then he 
bids them contrast with this wretched state 
their present condition of grace, and peace^ 
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and mercy through Christ, being no more 
strangers, but fellow-citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God; and built 
upon the foundation of the Apostles and 
Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
chief corner-stone. Such, he says to the 
Ephesians, is the vocation wherewith ye are 
called, such the privileges which have been 
freely and undeservedly bestowed : it is for 
you to remember that your conduct must be 
worthy of your condition; that, as your 
blessings are great, so must your lives be 
holy. And we, too, brethren, have a voca- 
tion wherewith we are called ; we, too, need 
to be constantly reminded that we walk 
worthy of it. The greatest blessings con- 
stantly bestowed have a tendency to produce 
neglect and indifference on the part of those 
who receive them. It is only in sickness 
that we learn duly to prize the blessing 
of health ; and so, too, in spiritual things, we 
undervalue the privileges of which we have 
never known the loss. Let us, then, con- 
sider, in accordance with the words of the 
Apostle, 1. the vocation wherewith we are 
called ; 2. some of the ways in which we too, 
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like the Ephesians, are required ta walk 
worthy of it. 

Consider, then, 1. our condition, when we 
came into this world. We were bom in 
sin, the children of wrath, inheritors of the 
curse in which every descendant of Adam is 
necessarily included, unable to please God, 
unable to avert His wrath, disposed to evil, 
without power to think or to do any thing 
good as of ourselves. Such is the darkness 
out of which Christ vouchsafes to call us 
unto His marvellous light. He suffers us, as 
little children, to come unto Him ; He brings 
us, at our baptism, from a state of wrath 
into a state of grace. He then first renews 
our fallen nature, so that it becomes partaker 
of His Divine nature; He makes us His 
children by adoption and grace; He incor- 
porates us into the body of that Church, of 
which He is Himself the mystical and su- 
preme Head. He sheds upon us the re* 
generating influence of His Holy Spirit, to 
subdue within us the old man, — ^that is, the 
natural corrupt desires of the flesh, — and to 
plant within us the new man, that image of 
purity and holiness in which man was first 
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created. Sach is the beginning of onr Chris- 
tian life, the moment at which Christ places 
us in a state in which we are enabled to 
share the blessings which His atonement has 
purchased for us. This is our first and 
choicest privilege, the source and spring of 
all that follows, the bond of our allegiance 
to our heavenly Master, the token of our 
determination to resist all the enemies and 
hindrances of our salvation. But this is not 
all : we are next permitted to approach him 
in His house with the offering of prayer and 
praise, in the way to which He has annexed 
a peculiar blessing, and the promise of His 
own continual presence. If where two or 
three are gathered in His name, there He is 
in the midst of them, to mould, to transform, 
and renew the unruly wills and affections of 
His sinful creatures, is it not a great privi- 
lege, that, week after week, and Sabbath 
after Sabbath, we are brought more imme- 
diately before Him, that our minds are forced 
away from the cares and business that might 
else engross us, and unfit us for the things 
that are unseen and eternal, and brought pe- 
riodically to dwell upon Him, in whom we 
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live, and move, and have our being ? Is it tiot 
a great privilege, that we have continually 
upon earth an emblem before us of that 
eternal sabbath, which, when time itself shall 
be no more, remaineth for the faithful fol- 
lowers of Jesus ? Still further as we advance 
in years, and can understand for ourselves 
the full extent of our baptismal engagements, 
He sheds forth upon us a larger measure of 
the influence of His Holy Spirit, to strengthen 
us for the warfare in which at our confirma- 
tion we become more actively engaged, to 
enable us more and more ^^ manfully to fight 
against sin, the world, and the devil, and to 
continue Christ's faithful soldiers and ser- 
vants unto our life's end/' And so He 
brings us at length to His Holy Table, there 
to partake of the choicest spiritual blessings, 
purchased for us at the price of His own most 
precious blood. There it is that we seem 
drawn more immediately into communion 
with our Divine Master, that we have the 
opportunity of obeying His last command, of 
showing forth His death until He come 
again, and declaring our love towards Him, 
and towards our brethren also. These are 
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some of our highest and chiefest privileges, 
confirmed by Almighty power, ratified by the 
Saviour's blood, fixed and impressed upon our 
souls, by the stedfast and abiding influence of 
the promised Comforter. This is the vocation 
wherewith we are freely called, the only 
source of all our peace here, and all our hopes 
hereafter. These are things on which we 
dwell too little because they are ever about 
our path, and seem in a manner to belong to 
us. But it is well that we often reflect upon 
all that has been freely done for us, and our 
own inability to do any thing for ourselves. 

And such reflections seem more especially 
to belong to the period to which we have 
now arrived. We have been engaged in 
celebrating the recollection of all those great 
events on which both our calling and election 
depend. We have joined in the angelic 
song, which hailed the Saviour's advent in 
the flesh. We have followed Him through 
the scene of his fasting and temptation, 
through the hours of darkness and agony, till 
the one sufficient sacrifice for sin, foreshovm 
since the world began, the source of the 
Patriarch's faith, the theme of the Prophet's 
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song, was at length achieyed upon the cross. 
And then from the grave and gate of death, 
we have seen Him rise again on the Easter- 
mom, triumphant over the short reign of the 
powers of darkness, Himself the first fruits of 
the dead, and the sure and certain pledge of 
our own future resurrection. We have re- 
joiced when He ascended up on high to the 
glory that He had vdth the Father, before 
the world began, when He was exalted to 
that throne, upon which, when all the king- 
doms of the earth shall have become His 
kingdoms, He will continue to reign for ever 
and ever. Still more lately we have cele- 
brated the fulfilment of the promise with 
which He quitted His sorrowing disciples; 
the promise that He would not leave them 
comfortless, that He would send from the 
Father unto them, and unto all the world, 
the Comforter, even the Holy Ghost to be 
vrith them until the day of His coming 
again. And now we are called upon as we 
review the wonders of the Gospel dispensa- 
tion, to join in a tribute of adoration and 
thanksgiving to the Father who created and 
called us unto salvation, to the Son who re- 
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gained for us the blessings that we had lost, 
to the indwelling Spirit who makes us meet 
to be partakers of that inheritance, which the 
Father has prepared, and the ^n purchased. 
And so we magnify and adore the blessed 
Trinity, three persons, yet one God, myste- 
riously joined together, and yet distinct in 
their peculiar offices. Herein then does this 
festival differ from every other, that we do 
not this day celebrate an event, but rather 
meditate upon a truth. Every other festival 
has some concern with the things of this world, 
this festival speaks to us only of heavenly 
things, of the Holy of Holies, of Him who 
was, and is, and is to come. Every other 
festival speaks of some promise accomplished, 
this calls for faith only, that we should from 
our hearts receive a truth, of which we cannot 
on earth obtain a full understanding. And 
the temper that it encourages, is on the one 
hand deep humility, on the other, an earnest 
longing after the glories of our future in- 
heritance. We are naturally led to think 
more highly of the vocation wherewith we 
are called, and the privileges in the midst of 
which we live. 
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Wh6D, if not now, should the Apostle's 
injunction come forcibly home to ourselves, 
**I beseech you that you walk worthy of 
this vocation?" Great things have been 
done for us, but they cannot have left us 
where they found us. We are no longer 
our own, but bought with a price. Our con- 
duct must show that we really feel this great 
truth. Assuredly we are not walking worthy 
of our vocation so long as we are conscious 
that our lives would not be very different 
from what they now are, if we had never 
heard of Christ crucified; and yet, we fear, 
there are many whose religion consists, for 
the most part, in avoiding all flagrant ex- 
cesses, and in a general regard for religion 
and morality, without much active faith, or 
any very high standard of what is required 
of a Christian. But if we are Christians in- 
deed, we must walk as becometh the Gospel 
we profess ; we must walk according to the 
precepts of the Gospel. We must take that 
Gospel and ponder it well, and see the things 
that it forbids and the dispositions that it re- 
commends, and then fix our standard of right 
and wrong upon the only foundation that 
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can never be moved. If we find this standard 
not always exactly what we expected it would 
be, if we find that it differs from that which 
many have made their rule, we are not the 
less bound to examine it for ourselves, and to 
act independently of any examples around us. 
If the generality of mankind did act up to 
their professions and privileges, should we read 
that strait is the way, and narrow is the 
gate that leadeth unto eternal life ? 

2. We must walk according to the one 
example which the Gospel sets forth, the 
example of Him only who lived upon earth 
without the taint of sin. He commands us 
to be perfect even as our Father in heaven is 
perfect. If it is argued, on the one hand, 
that to obey this command in the letter is 
impossible, it is no less certain, on the other, 
that it binds us to the duty of striving con-* 
tinually to be better, to be ever advancing in 
that path which our Saviour has marked out 
for us, to be ever aiming at a high obedience. 
He was full of zeal for His Father's honour 
and service, yet He never spake unadvisedly 
with His lips, or gave offence to the weaker 
brother by laying upon him any burden that 
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he was not able then to bear. He went 
about doing good ; wherever there was sick- 
ness and suffering to be found, there was He 
unwearied in His works of compassion and 
labours of love. He, when He was reviled^ 
reviled not again; when He suffered He 
threatened not ; He was meek and lowly in 
spirit, forgiving to His enemies, and inters 
ceding for them with His last breath. Would 
we walk worthy of Him, let us study His 
sacred character in all its height, and breadth, 
and depth, and let us imitate, at however 
humble a distance, the perfection that we 
there admire. 

3. We must walk according to the spirit 
of the Grospel ; it is not enough that we learn 
obedience, L e. it is not enough that we obey 
commands which we dare not resist ; we must 
imbibe more and more of the Spirit of the 
Gospel which we profess. It is a Gospel of 
love. It teaches us not only to love God, 
but to love our brother also. It bids us look 
upon mankind in a new light, as joint heirs 
of the same glorious inheritance, and par* 
takers with ourselves of the same deliverance 
from the bondage of sin. It is a Gospel of 
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self-denial ; we cannot then walk worthy of 
it^ while we live to ourselves only, while we 
are slothful, and careless, and self-indulgent. 
It is a Gospel of humility ; how then can we 
presume to think highly of ourselves, our 
own imperfect endeavours, our own unprofit- 
able service ; how^ but by being humble, can 
we hope for further supplies of grace from the 
God who resisteth the proud 1 It is a Gospel 
of truth, and they who follow it in spirit and 
in truth, must be honest in their dealings, 
tod sincere in their words ; they cannot de- 
fraud or overreach their neighbour, without 
denying in their lives the profession of their 
lips. And it is a Gospel of peace ; it teaches 
us to be at peace with our God, ourselves, 
and our brethren ; it banishes all strife, and 
wrath, and contention ; and they who walk 
worthy of it are they whose strength is not 
in the mightiness of their own arm, but in 
quietness and confidence. 

Lastly, we must walk according to the 
hopes which the Gospel holds out. It bids 
us perhaps do many things to which our 
hearts are now averse ; but are we to be the 
lo&ers by this at last? Far otherwise: the 
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hopes which the Gospel offers are sure, and 
lasting, and glorious; they are a firm and 
stedfast anchor of the soul, surmounting every 
difficulty, and subduing every temptation. 
How differently do they lead us to think of 
all that now surrounds our path, from what 
we might otherwise do ! how do great things 
seem trifling, and difficulties become light, 
and vexations fade away before the mind that 
is ever looking forward to the blessed hopes 
of eternal happiness and life ! But now is 
the appointed time for us to show forth the 
hope that is in us ; now it is that we are to 
purify ourselves, as He to whom we look is 
pure. Now it is that we are to live by faith, 
and not by sight ; now to set our affections 
upon things above. We boast that we are 
strangers and pilgrims upon earth, that our 
hope and our treasure is in heaven ; let us 
then be able to add, in truth and sincerity, 
that, where "our treasure is, there is our 
heart also." 



SERMON IX. 



Nathan's message to david. 

Siicth Sunday after Trinity, 



2 Samuel xii. 1. 
And the Lord smt Nathan unto David. 

These are the opening words of a chapter, 
which no one, I think, can have heard to- 
day without some serious thoughts. Though 
we read it once every year in our Sunday 
services, the strangeness of the picture that 
it sets before us must ever strike the reflect- 
ing mind with new force ; while the most 
thoughtless hearer of the Word cannot fail 
to be pleased with the simple beauty of 
Nathan's parable. It does, indeed, most 
fully bear out the words of our text, that 
" the Lord sent Nathan unto David." Simple 
as its language might seem, it is yet the 
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language of one to whom all hearts are 
open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid« Had it come from the lips 
of man only, it would probably have been 
very different. An example would then have 
been, doubtless, set before the king, which 
bore some more striking likeness to his own 
case. But here you see it is not so. There 
is no mention of the grievous crimes which, 
to the eye of man, made up the guilt of 
David. And why? Because man looks to 
the outward act, God looks to the source 
from whence it springs; man looks to the 
deed done, God to the spirit which gave 
birth to the desire. It was the covetous 
heart, of which the unknown depths were to 
be laid open to the sight of David. The all^ 
searching God would probe the evil to its 
source. It was not His object only to show 
David his crimes, but to point his thoughts 
to the evil beginning of them in his own 
heart. Here was the mischief, and here 
must the remedy be applied. The results 
might be great, — as, indeed, they had been^ 
-T—or they might be less; but while the evil 
was within, unattended to, unrepented of. 
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unsubdued, there was no security against 
any number of consequences ; and even had 
the consequences been less grievous than 
they were, the danger would have still been 
the same. And this was, perhaps, the reason 
why David did not at once seize the whole 
intention of the history that Nathan set 
before him. It did not appear to touch his 
case. It was not a grievous history of a load 
of guilt like his own. It was a simple ac- 
count of an act of malicious oppression: a 
rich man seizing upon his poorer neigh- 
bour's only treasure, though he had abund- 
ance of his- own for every purpose. Here 
was an example of wanton oppression with 
which the king had no sympathy. He gives 
vent to his indignation. He probably thinks, 
how differently he himself would have acted 
in such a case. Yet the application was the 
same. It was as if Nathan had said, *' Thy 
wrath, O king, is kindled against this op- 
pression. It is well. Yet what was it, that 
led the possessor of many herds and flocks to 
take the poor man's little ewe lamb ? Surely 
it was the indulgence of a covetous heart. 
And what led thee, O king, to disobey the 
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laws of God? — the same covetous spirit, 
shown forth in a different way. And though 
the way is different, the desire and motive 
was the same; and therefore thou art the 
man, thQ man whom thou hast thyself de- 
clared unworthy to live, the man in whom 
the evil desire has brought forth the for- 
bidden fruit." And then, consider for a 
moment, who was this to whom God sent 
His Prophet? He was one who had been 
humble in the success which marked the 
events of his early life, and whose character 
for great wisdom had exposed him to the 
jealousy of Saul. Afterwards he had lived 
to see great troubles and dangers. He had 
only saved his life by flying from place to 
place. He was hunted by Saul like a par* 
tridge upon the mountains, and compelled to 
take refuge in the caves of the desert. Yet 
in all this his faith failed not. He had 
poured forth his whole soul before the Lord, 
and on every occasion, as it arose, had showed 
Him of his trouble. He was uniformly pa* 
tient, meek, and enduring. And God brought 
his great troubles to an end. He gave him, 
first the crown of Judah, and then that of 
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Israel. He had made him prosperous on 
, every side, and subdued unto him his many 
enemies. And it was in such prosperity 
that he fell, against whom afflictions had 
been tried in vain. Perhaps this very pros- 
perity may have been the beginning of his 
temptation. It may have made him careless 
in prayer, indisposed to self-denial. Full of 
earthly blessings, he may have craved less 
earnestly after heavenly things. His fear of 
sin may have been lessened, and his thoughts 
of self increased in strength ; and his heart, 
already relaxed by enjoyment, might thus be 
an easy prey. For so, without watchfulness, 
the very mercies of God become occasions of 
sin. 

But " the Lord sent Nathan unto David." 
He was pleased to rescue His servant's soul 
from the deadly snares amid which it was 
slumbering. It was no inward voice of con- 
science, you observe, that aroused in David 
the first beginnings of sorrow. It was the 
direct working and message of the Almighty. 
Nearly a year had passed since the first begin- 
nings of David's sin. During all that time 
the voice of conscience had slept within him. 
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He had begun with unlawful covetousness, 
and his heart within him had become dark- 
ened by success ; and one wilful sin l^d on 
to another, till he had quenched the light 
within him. And so, but for the direct 
mercy of God, it might have continued for 
ever; and he who once bore that most 
honourable of all names, — "the man after 
God's own heart," — might have perished 
miserably among the disobedient. But the 
warning voice was heard at last, and where 
the fall had indeed been great, so great too 
was the sorrow that followed it. Where 
shall we look for a fuller confession of un- 
worthiness and guilt, where shall we find 
more earnest entreaties for pardon and re- 
storation, than in the 51st Psalm, which has 
come down to us an ever-living monument 
of David's awakened heart ? Here, while he 
confesses the universal corruption of man, he 
does not for a moment seek to make any 
excuse for his own particular sinfulness. 
Notwithstanding this corruption, he says, 
God requires truth in the inward parts ; that 
in the secret depths of the heart He could 
yet make him to understand wisdom. He 
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declares the Almighty Judge free from all 
share in his act by inevitable decree or other-^ 
wise ; proclaiming his own absolute inexcus- 
ablenesSy that God, against whom alone he 
had sinned, might stand clear in the judg- 
ment of his cause. " Create in me, O God, a 
clean heart, and renew a right spirit within 
me," he says, and adds, "Thou desirest no 
sacrifice, else would I give it thee," for the 
law provided no sacrifice of expiation for 
such grave offences. The only sacrifice which 
we can bring to gain for ourselves the appli-> 
cation of God's free pardon, whether under 
the Old or the New Testament, is a penitent 
heart. " The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit ; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
thou wilt not despise." When with this, 
his only means of approaching his offended 
Maker, an altered heart, a spirit smitten and 
broken from the consciousness of sin, he im* 
plores that Sion may be restored to God's 
&vour, as representing the restoration of its 
founder and king ; when God has been gra- 
cious to His inheritance, and built up her 
broken and decayed walls, then, says David, 
" shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifice of 
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righteousness, with burnt-offerings and obla- 
tions; then shall they offer young bullocks 
upon thine altar." And these last words of 
David's affecting Psalm speak to the Chris^ 
tian of a better sacrifice and a better obla- 
tion, that has made reconciliation for sin, 
which no ceremony of the old law could put 
away ; through which alone the sacrifice of 
our troubled and contrite spirit could obtain 
acceptance at the throne of mercy. And 
while to that source of mercy it is our privi- 
lege to cling, yet surely no one, who, en- 
lightened by the grace of the Son of David, 
reads this Psalm of his penitent ancestor, and 
marks the intense sorrow of spirit that it 
breathes, can possibly argue from David's ac- 
ceptance and pardon, that he may venture on 
sins such as David's. For, though God does 
ever assure us that He will accept true re- 
pentance, yet still it is a difficult thing to re- 
pent,— far more difficult than many, who 
its lightly use this word, are willing to imagine. 

^ How many axe the cases in which the habitual 

lef indulgence of sin has deadened all wish to 

ij, put it away ! — ^how seldom, when put away, 

q{ has it been thought of with that deep peni* 

o2 
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tence which marks the case now before us ! 
It is a fatal delusion of Satan to suggest to a 
man, that he may venture on presumptuous 
sin, with the confidence that afterwards he 
may easily repent. It may, indeed, be so by 
God's grace, but it is at best a fearful hazard. 
Its pain and difficulty are compared, in the 
51st Psalm, to the setting of broken bones. 
And who would not prefer, by the simplicity 
of an abiding desire to do the will of God, to 
keep alive within himself that habitual peni- 
tence required of us all ; that contrition of 
mind for past departures from grace, and pre- 
sent weaknesses and failures, which makes 
our habitual confession ^o be followed by the 
consolations of Christ, the assurances of His 
pardon, and the confirming comfort of His 
Holy Spirit, — who, I say, would not prefer 
this, to the anguish of a restoration such as 
David's \ 

For, to return once more to his history, 
did no sorrow follow the sin?— nay, rather, 
what earthly sorrows were not crowded into 
the rest of his reign ?— were not his remain- 
ing days a living accomplishment of the Pro- 
phet's words, " the sword shall never depart 
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from thine house?" He had violated the 
sanctity of family life, and what a picture 
did his own family set before him ! misejrable 
confusions on every side; brother warring 
against brother, unbridled indulgence, law- 
less passion, rebellion, bloodshed, and vio- 
lence; driven from his throne by the way- 
wardness of his favourite son ; the premature 
deaths of Ammon, Absalom, and Adonijah ; 
these were among the bitter fruits of David's 
sin, in which he meekly acknowledged the 
chastising hand of God, and humbled him- 
self in all his af&ictions. 

Let us not leave the subject^ brethren, 
which this day's lesson has once more brought 
before us without dwelling for a moment on 
thoughts that may, by God's grace, be made 
practically useful to ourselves. For who is 
there among us who should not read to him- 
self the lesson of self-distrusting fear, in thei 
sin of Israel's king 1 

Who can think that he standeth, when 
David fell ? Who can talk of the holiness of 
his human life, his prayers, his communion 
with God, and compare these for a moment 
with all the gifts and graces that adorned the 
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sweet Psalmist of Israel 1 And who is there, 
who, when he is tempted to desire that God 
would remove trouble and heaviness from 
his path, and give him joy and prosperity, and 
earthly blessings, may not do well to re- 
member, that — not when David fled before 
the violence and persecution of Saul — -not 
when he lacked food, and a place to lay his 
head in — ^not when his enemies encompassed 
him on every side-— not in all this did his 
faith, and patience, and trust in God relax ; 
but when there was Qo trouble, and no 
violence, and no enemies, but good laid up 
for him on every side, — then it was that his 
feet were almost gone; his treadings had 
well-nigh slipt ? 

If then our first lesson is the lesson of St. 
Peter, "be sober, be vigilant," our next is 
so obvious that I need only just set it before 
you. I mean the great danger in which we 
all stand of deceiving our own selves. Self- 
deceit such as David's in its extent and con- 
tinuance, is indeed without a parallel in Holy 
Scripture. The example of a good and holy 
man suddenly plunging into enormous sin, 
and continuing the while, for any thing that 
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we know, in his own eyes no worse than be- 
fore, is one that, while it has given the ene- 
mies of God great occasion to blaspheme, has 
caused much perplexity and pain to His ser- 
vants. But whatever there be in it that is 
diflScult to understand, this inference from it 
is at least plain enough, that the very best 
among us may deceive himself, in that most 
important of all inquiries, his present state in 
the sight of God. A temptation suddenly 
arises, and we yield to it, and time goes on, 
and with it the memory both of the sin, and 
of the cause that led to it, passes away ; we 
forget to be sorry for the sin, or to pray 
against the cause, and we think ourselves 
still the same in the sight of God as here- 
tofore. But it is not so. That sin unre- 
pented will again in some way find us out ; 
and in moments when from sickness or sor- 
row we are driven from all those outward 
objects which now combine to distract our 
thoughts, and divert us from unpleasant in- 
quiries — when we stand alone with God — in 
such moments, memory will too often bring 
back to us with bitter clearness both the real 
nature of the sin, and the real measure of the 
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temptation; the grievousness of the sin for 
which we never sorrowed, and the lightness 
of the temptation to which we once thought 
it so excusable to yield. 

Read then to yourselves, Christian bre- 
thren, the liistory before us, and see whether 
there be not in you, also, the spirit of self- 
deceit. Is there no part of your character or 
conduct on which even now you may be 
looking with too partial an eye ? are there no 
excuses for carelessness and neglect, now it 
may be satisfying your own hearts, yet which, 
you know, will not plead for you in the sight 
of God, nor stand in the great day of ac- 
count ? If so, put them away I entreat you 
while it is yet time. We live indeed in days 
in which we cannot expect a prophet sent 
from God, to show us our slighted warnings, 
our unrepented sins, our shallow excuses. 
Yet still the Lord, who sent Nathan unto 
David, has sent unto us His word of truth, 
and the sword of His spirit to pierce through 
every cloud that might obscure or dim that 
light of the world. By mercies and by 
judgments, as with David, but by clearer re- 
velations of His will than ever David had. 
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He is still pleading with us. And if ever, 
brethren, in that word, whether heard, or 
read, you have found any thing that seemed 
to speak closely to yourselves, any history 
that brought home to you some secret, almost 
forgotten sin, any plain command to do 
something in which you know that you are 
failing; any temper or habit condemned 
which yet you are aware that your enemy 
might truly lay to your charge ; then think 
that this is but the voice of Nathan, saying 
unto you, "Thou art the man." Do not 
delay a moment longer, lest perchance the 
warning voice refuse to speak again, lest by 
further obstinacy you grieve the Spirit in 
these his strivings with you, but say at once 
with David, "I. have sinned against the Lord. 
Create in me, O God, a clean heart, and 
renew a right spirit within me." O God, who 
knowest us to be set in the midst of so many 
and great dangers, that by reason of the 
frailty of our nature we cannot always stand 
upright, grant to us such strength and pro- 
tection as may support us in all dangers, and 
carry us through all temptations; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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CHRISTIAN UNITY. 
Friendly Society Club. 



1 Th£8salonians ill. 12, 13. 

And the Lord make you to increase and abotmd in 
love one toward another^ and toward all rnen^ even 
as we do toward you : to the end he may stablish 
your hearts wnMameahle in holiness before God^ 
even our Father^ at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ with all his saints. 

I HAVE chosen these words to set before you, 
my brethren, to-day, because they remind you 
all of the tempers that you should bring with 
you into the house of God to-day. For you 
come to-day, not as single worshippers at the 
throne of grace, but as friends and brethren 
to sanction your bonds of worldly union by 
more especial prayer unto Almighty God. 
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You come here to pray that He would con- 
tinue to shed a blessing upon your objects, 
and upon every member of your society. 
You come here to praise Him for the mercies 
of the past year, for every blessing received, 
for every sickness removed or lightened, for 
every comfort which He has dispensed to 
you by earthly hands, for the infirmities or 
sufferings which His will may have laid upon 
you, to teach you patience and cheerful re- 
signation, for any special deliverance which 
His hand may have worked for any individual 
amongst you. 

Now then, let us for a short time consider 
St. Paul's lesson, as specially our own. And, 
indeed, they are words containing a great 
lesson that I would desire upon every pos- 
sible occasion to keep before you, because, I 
think, it is one that you need especially to 
think of, one which, I fear, too many of you 
do habitually disregard in the practice of your 
daily lives. For let us see first, exactly what 
St. Paul here says, and what is the full 
meaning of his words. He is praying for his 
Thessalonian brethren, and what he prays for 
them, he would, had he now been on earth» 
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have prayed for all his Christian brethren 
every where ; that God would make them to 
increase and abound in love one toward ano^ 
ther, and toward all men ; not, you see, in the 
way of human love which has respect to one 
person, and puts another by altogether, ac- 
cording to the fancy of the moment, but in 
love, approaching to that divine love, which 
comprehends and includes all, that love which 
may be briefly summed up *^ peace on earth, 
good will towards men." This is the kind of 
love in which St. Paul would have his brethren 
to increase and abound; '^to the end" he 
continues, that by means of this abounding 
love, they might go on unto that holiness of 
heart, which is the acknowledged mark of 
God's elect, and shall be owned by Him in 
the great day when He shall return with all 
His saints to judge the world. Here then 
we see the meaning of St. Paul. The end 
is our being approved at Christ's Judgment- 
day. The means thereto is, increasing and 
abounding love towards our brethren now. 
And so, if we take St. Paul's words as we 
find them, and reflect upon them with an 
honest and true heart, we must perceive that 
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they mean nothing less than this, that we 
cannot be holy in heart, unless we be loving 
in spirit, or in other words, that we shall 
never be saved unless we are holy, and that 
God will not consider us holy, unless we are 
living in Christian unity and love. 

Is not this then an important saying? 
Assuredly it is one on which I would earnestly 
beg you all to reflect. I much fear that if 
St. Paul were now to come amongst us, and 
look for that forbearing, peaceful spirit of 
unity that becomes Christian neighbours, he 
would find very little of it; just here and 
there, perhaps, among a few ; but amongst too 
many of us he would find something very 
different. Ill will, envyings and jealousies, 
unneighbourly words and unforbearing con- 
duct, people going from house to house, not 
to warn and advise, and comfort one another 
as neighbours should do, but, on the con- 
trary, too often to spread evil reports and 
foolish sayings, and embitter disputes, and 
make quarrels worse than they were before. 
Now, my special reason for saying this to you 
now is, because St. Paul does lead us from 
the words of our text to consider this want 
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of love as a positive sin ; nay, he leads us, by 
his words, to infer even as much as this, that 
it is a state of mind that will stand in our 
way at the last day, that may prevent our 
being accepted at the coming of Jesus Christ. 
And I fear that there are many who think 
and call themselves Christians, who may 
perhaps have never looked at the matter in 
this awfiil point of view; who may have 
been accustomed to think that their unkind 
and unneighbourly feelings have very little 
to do with their own character in the sight 
of God, and therefore have taken little pains 
to check themselves in these respects. There 
are many, I fear, who think, or act as if they 
think, that God does not look to such trifles ; 
that if He sees them honest in their callings, 
trying to bring up their families respectably, 
and sober, and industrious, and with some 
thought about religion. He will excuse every 
thing else, and that they are free to say what 
they please, and cherish any feelings that the 
accidents of their neighbourhood may give 
rise to. But, in opposition to all these very 
common opinions stand St. Paul's words, 
^^ The Lord make you to increase and abound 
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in love one toward another, and toward all 
men: to the end that he may stablish your 
hearts in holiness." He will never present 
you unblameable at His coming, unless you 
are holy ; and the way to become holy is 
to cherish feelings of peace and love ; to let 
them be daily increasing and abounding in 
you, so that you can be yourselves aware of 
a difference in yourselves; that you may 
know that you are less bitter, less wrathful, 
less envious, less quarrelsome, less disposed 
to bear false witness against your neighbour, 
than you were a year ago, and are striving 
and praying that every year, as it passes, 
may see you gradually better than you now 
are. 

Brethren, can you say this 1 The question 
is a serious one, if it be true, as St. Paul 
would lead us to believe, that our eternal 
life may, in God's sight, depend upon the 
answer. Let me beg you to examine your- 
selves closely in these respects, taking the 
words of our text to guide your thoughts. 
Look well into your own homes, and all 
that goes on around you in the common 
course of every week, and see what you find 
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to be the truth of the case. There are not 
many Christian congregations, in which there 
are not some persons who might find in such 
an examination of all that secret history that 
makes up the life of each, much reason for 
repentance and self-reproach. Sure I am, 
that there must be many persons who now 
hear me, who are much at fault in thii^ 
matter. I am bound to warn you, in all 
sincerity, that it is impossible to look around 
us, without remarking much that ought not 
to be. It is a rare thing to be able to say 
with the Psalmist, "Behold how good and 
joyful a thing it is, brethren, to dwell 
together in unity." It is a very common 
thing to hear hard, uncharitable sayings, and 
neighbours dwelling together in mutual dis- 
trust. It seems not enough, with some per- 
sons, to bear the needful trials and burdens 
of earth, but they seem to delight in making 
the worst of every thing. They will keep 
every little cause of offence treasured up in 
their recollection ; and dwell upon it, and 
talk it over, till they have made that great 
which was small. And then, because they 
have talked it over, and made it known, they 
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say they are bound to show their spirit by 
resenting it; whereas, had they kept it to 
themselves, and tried to forgive and forget 
it, it might have passed away altogether, and 
they might have been at peace. Now, of 
course, in every neighbourhood there must 
be differences : these things will arise. We 
know our neighbours are like ourselves, in- 
firm, imperfect, earthly ; and these things 
are the trials and temptations that are to 
prove our faith and spirit. It is the way in 
which we meet such things that marks our 
character in the sight of God. Hasty words 
will be spoken; it cannot but be that of- 
fences must come. We cannot hold any 
intercourse with others, and not have much 
to vex and trouble us. What we do will 
be set down to an untrue cause; we shall 
be blamed for things farthest from our 
thoughts, and sometimes praised for what 
we did not deserve. All this is only part of 
that imperfect state of things which God has 
promised to set right at the last. But what 
is our Christian love worth, if it does not 
step in here to our help? What can we 
have learnt of that, if we have not learnt 
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patience, forbearance, forgiveness ? How can 
we have examined ourselves to any purpose, 
and asked our own hearts whether our love 
is increasing, and abounding more and more ? 
What signs do we find in ourselves, what 
tokens in our conduct, unless on such oc- 
casions we gain the answer, and find the 
remedy? It is when we are tempted to 
speak evil ; it is when we have been of- 
fended, and the thought rankles in our heart ; 
when we have been injured, and we are 
tempted to become suspicious and retain 
anger : then especially it is that, if we are 
increasing in that love that leads on to holi^ 
ness, and so to life eternal, we shall be met, 
in our secret hearts, by such thoughts as 
these : — " Perhaps there may be some mis- 
take in this ;" " Perhaps more was said than- 
was meant;" "I too have, at times, been 
mistaken in my judgment of others, and I 
must bear to be hardly judged myself;" " I 
vrill at all events keep this to myself, and 
think about it as little as I can, lest, by 
talking about it, I should encourage malice 
and hatred in my heart." These are the 
thoughts that will arise and work in us, if 



Christian Unity. 139 

true Christian love has gained its proper 
place. And with them ever comes the 
thought of our one great example of daily 
life, the constraining love of the merciful 
Prince of Peace. Nor merely was He so 
slow to give offence by His words, that before 
the accuser " Jesus answered not a word, 
insomuch that the governor marvelled ;" but 
when He was reviled, He reviled not again ; 
when He suffered, He threatened not. 
When His very life was taken from Him, 
He said, "Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do." And surely the 
amazing love and tenderness of spirit in One 
suffering, though sinless, might well go far 
to make fellow-sinners, all seeking that same 
forgiveness, slow to accuse, and slander, and 
envy one another. What! cannot we bear 
a little hardship, and a little wrong, and a 
little injustice, when He, who alone deserved 
none of these things, has borne them all, un- 
repining ? Have we forgotten, that for those 
with whom we cannot manage to live peace- 
ably, Christ died ? 

Examine yourselves, my brethren, on the 
subject to which our text has led us; and 
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that not lightly nor carelessly. Do not be 
considering, how far any thing that I have 
said may apply to your neighbours. Con- 
sider, rather, how far it applies to yourselves, 
in the little daily and hourly trifles of your 
own homes and lives. For I much fear the 
Christian spirit that refrains from evil speak- 
ing and evil thinking, the spirit of unity 
among Christian brethren and neighbours, is 
sadly wanting amongst us. Bear in mind 
ever what St. Paul teaches us in our text to- 
day, — the inseparable connexion between 
love, holiness, and the future life. If happi- 
ness is to be our end, holiness must be the 
way, and unity and love the means. And if 
you want to know how much you are gain- 
ing of the means, do not be content with 
saying that you do not owe any one a grudge, 
and are not living in malice. This is some- 
thing, — ^more, I fear, than some could say; 
—but it is not all. Try the increase and 
abounding of this love by some proofs by 
which you cannot be mistaken. Endeavour 
to be able to say, " I was once a swearer, 
but now when angry I can check my tongue ;" 
"I was once much given to evil speaking. 
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and by God's grace I am less so: I often 
choose to say nothing, lest I should be mis- 
taken." Or, " I had a quarrel, which troubled 
me, and kept me away from the Lord's 
Table; and I have lately made it up, and 
tried to forget it." Or, "I had an enemy 
with whom I was not living peaceably ; but 
I have learnt from Christ's example to think 
that the fault may have been on both sides, 
and I have met my enemy with the soft 
answer that turneth away wrath." These 
are the only sure proofs of a love, which 
shall grow unto holiness, and issue in life 
everlasting. Most earnestly would I desire, 
brethren, that we in this parish and neigh- 
bourhood might be able to make St. Paul's 
words our own : '* that the Lord would make 
you to increase and abound in love one 
toward another, and toward all men." And 
this not merely that you may become more 
holy, and therefore happier here; but be- 
cause of "the coming of our Lord Jesus 

V 

Christ, with all his saints." The day of that 
coming is every day nearer ; and if to pre- 
pare ourselves for that day be the end of our 
birth, and the cause for which we came into 
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the world, then surely we can never be safe, 
while we are wanting in that special mark 
by which Christ shall know His sanctified 
ones. 

Let us then seek to be known by our in- 
creasing spirit of unity, peace, and charity. 
Let us bear the vexations of each passing 
day in a humble, submissive way. Let us 
not make matters worse by clamour and evil 
speaking ; for you know how great a flame a 
little fuel can kindle : and so it is with the 
tongue. As much as in you lieth, live peace- 
ably with all men. If you resolve this, it 
will usually not be difficult. If you do your 
neighbour all the good you can, as far as 
lies in your power, he will not often be dis- 
posed to injure you or speak against you. 
If, alas! you have nothing good to say of 
your neighbour, then say nothing at all, 
unless truth really compels you, and you 
can do any good by what you say. I know 
that there are occasions when the truth must 
be boldly spoken, even though it blames 
others. These times are but few ; and it is 
not then that harm is done. It is by quarrel- 
ling about trifles, and looking out for some- 
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thing to find fault with, and keeping up past 
offences, and being always slow to acknow- 
ledge a mistake, that all that mischief is 
done, that so fearfully wounds the spirit of 
Christian unity, and gives the enemies of 
Christ such great occasion to blaspheme 
those who bear His name. And if, after 
all your best endeavours, you are sometimes 
wronged, or spoken of falsely, or accused 
lightly, say little about it, and bear it as a 
part of your earthly trial, and a light afflic* 
tion that is but for a moment. Think of the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
His saints ! What will all these things sig- 
nify then ? Will earthly endurance, even if 
great, bear comparison with heavenly glory ? 
All these things, which you now talk so 
much about, and think so hard to bear, will 
then seem but as the light clouds that float 
over the face of the summer sky, and are 
seen no more; or as the stroke of the oar, 
that leaves no trace behind it in the waters 
that it has parted but for a moment. But 
'^ though earthly trials and burdens shall have 
passed away, the love that led you on to be 
more and more holy in God's sight shall still 
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remain; for "love never faileth/' — ^no, not 
in heaven, for "God is love," — and love is 
greater than even faith and hope. Bevf^are, 
lest in that day, when you need all the 
mercy of the righteous Judge, you see rising 
before you the forms of those among whom 
you now live; and hear the words, "Inas- 
much as ye did it not unto one of the least 
of these, ye did it not unto me." Cherish 
the thought, that it may be your warning 
now, and not your condemnation then. 
Grow now in holiness, by love unto the 
brethren, and, at " the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all his saints," it shall be said 
unto you, "Blessed are the peace-makers; 
for they shall be called the children of 
God." " And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly; and I pray God your whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved blame- 
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 



SERMON XL 



CHRISTIAN TEMPTATIONS. 

First Sunday in Lent. 



James i. 12. 

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for 
when he is tried^ he shall receive the crown of Ufe^ 
which the Lord hath prepared for them that love 
Him. 

There is much that meets the Christian in 
the world around him, which, taken by itself, 
might tend to discourage and perplex him. 
Not to speak of the prosperity of wicked and 
ungodly men, — of those who, though they 
have no thought or care for religion, are yet 
successful in their earthly vocations, — there 
are thoughts more closely applying to him- 
self, which fill him with doubt and difficulty. 
He is conscious of sin unresisted, of daily 
struggles of the flesh against the spirit ; he 
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feels that too often his inclinations towards 
that which is good, are subdued and ren- 
dered fruitless by another law in his mem- 
bers warring against them, and sometimes 
bringing them in captivity to the power of 
sin. He finds, that when the will to obey is 
present with him, the power is too often 
wanting, and even at times when he has 
thought himself most able to stand upright : 
if this thought has induced him to be but 
for a moment less vigilant and less circum- 
spect, his prudence and caution have been 
baffled by that ever-wakeful foe, who goeth 
about, like a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour. And certainly, taken by itself, 
the Christian life would present only a dreary 
waste of toil and danger. But how different 
does the prospect become, when the whole 
of that blessed scheme, which Revelation un- 
folds, is taken into the account, and thought 
upon, in all its breadth, and depth, and 
height; when the Christian is brought to 
confess himself a stranger and pilgrim upon 
the earth upon which he is passing, as along 
a short and uncertain scene, both necessary 
and intended to prepare him for a better and 
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abiding home ; and when all with which he 
has there to contend, is seen to be but the 
exercise of his fistith, and the perfecting of 
his hopes, bringing him more and more into 
subjection to the law of Christ, moderating 
his desires, animating his patience, and thus 
fitting him, day by day, for his heavenly and 
eternal inheritance. As this view of the 
subject is encouraging to the believer, so, 
too, it is most agreeable to the declarations 
of Scripture : it is there expressly said, that 
trouble and temptation must be our earthly 
portion, that they are intended as the trial 
and proof of our feith, that they will be fol- 
lowed by endless and never-fading joys to 
all who have been tried, and not found want* 
ing. *' Blessed is the man," says St. James, 
^ that endureth temptation : for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath prepared for them that 
love him." 

What, then, is the nature of the trials and 
temptations, let us ask, to which we are all 
exposed ? They will of course vary in dif- 
ferent ages of the world, and under different 
circumstances ; but as we believe, that there 
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never was yet a time in which the servants 
of God had not their allotted trial, so we 
may be assured, that, for ourselves, there is 
still a burden to be borne, and a cross to be 
endured. The power of the great enemy of 
man consists chiefly in this, in being per- 
mitted to minister to our corrupt inclina* 
tions, and so to set a stumbling-block before 
us: and though we have the assurance that» 
if we resist the devil, he will flee from us, 
these very words imply, that, if we resist him 
not, we shall be surely overcome by his de- 
vices. When our first parents were created 
in innocence and happiness, there was a con- 
dition and a trial annexed : " Of every tree 
of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat." Here was a simple 
command, and one easy to be obeyed. The 
temptation could not be great to enjoy a 
pleasure which had not been tasted before; 
the privation could not be great where the 
enjoyment had never been known. Yet 
did man fall under his first and only tempta- 
tion ; and thus did he leave to all who 
should afterwards be born, that same dispo- 
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dition to sin which deprived him of Paradise 
and life* Since that time, there has been 
one, and one only, who was in all points 
tempted as we are, yet without sin. When 
the Son of man came into the world to fulfil 
all righteousness, to put away the old Adam, 
and utterly to abolish the whole body of sin, 
most fitting it was, that the struggle should 
once more be renewed between man and the 
prince of the power of darkness. And thus 
it was, that Jesus was led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 
And we may trace a likeness between the 
words that bade Eve eat of the fruit of the 
garden, and those that were, in the fulness 
of time, addressed to our Saviour Himself, 
** If thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread." In both cases 
the attack was made through the carnal 
desires and appetites : the latter appeal only 
failed to produce the intended effect. But, 
though baffled, the tempter was not yet dis- 
mayed. ** Man," he is answered, " does not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." But 
still he vrill try the power of ambition, where 
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he finds that the desires of the flesh cannot 
prevail : " All these kingdoms will I give 
thee," he says, "and the glory of them, if 
thou wilt fall down and worship me." Thus 
did it behove Him, who was to be an en- 
sample of godly life, to suffer, in His own 
person, from all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one ; and in this, too, he has left unto us a 
pattern, that we should follow in His steps. 
" Blessed is the man that endureth tempta- 
tion;" yet trials are grievous to be borne, 
and temptations hard to be endured. So 
we might have reasoned with ourselves, had 
we only the saying of an Apostle to give us 
strength in the hour of weakness. But how 
much more cheering is the thought, that 
here, too, our Master has gone before us ; 
that as He has borne our griefs and carried 
our sorrows, so He has been touched with 
the nature of our infirmities ; that there is 
no burden, the weight of which is unknown 
to Him, no rough and thorny path, in which 
we may not see the print of His blessed 
footsteps. 

And thus the Christian gains a practical 
lesson to himself as he meditates upon the 
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mysterious temptation of Christ ; and while 
he forbears to indulge in curious but unpro- 
fitable inquiries into particulars on which 
revelation has been silent, he does not fail to 
apply the lesson to himself. He is taught, 
that, if the great Captain of our salvation 
was Himself made perfect by suffering, no 
one can hope to be exempt from chastise- 
ment at the hand of God. If Christ was in 
all points tempted as we are, no one may 
presume to think himself above the danger 
and fear of temptation. And yet, amid all 
the temptations that surround us, we have 
ever before us the great pattern and example 
of our faith to warn, to admonish, and to en- 
courage us to patient perseverance. And so 
long as our eye is fixed on Him alone, we 
shall be endued with a strength that will 
neither fail nor forsake us. The trials to 
which we are chiefly liable, proceed partly 
from without, partly from within. First, the 
world endeavours at one time to seduce, at 
another to terrify us, from the performance 
of our duty. Whatever be a man's turn or 
temper^ it has objects to set before him, fitted 
to each particular case. It has honour for 
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the ambitious, and riches for thei selfish, and 
luxury for the idle, and restlessness for the 
busy. Or again, if it cannot seduce, it can 
persecute. The example of him that standeth, 
is a reproof to those who are fallen and ^U 
not rise again. The fears and scruples of the 
righteous man are but as so many reproaches 
to the thoughtless and unbelieving; if he 
will not say as they say, and do as they do, 
then he becomes at once an object of hatred 
and scorn. 

We read, in the eleventh chapter of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, of some persevering 
Christians, who *^ through faith wrought 
righteousness,'* and never could be prevailed 
upon to change either their principles or 
their practices. And what was their fate in 
consequence? "They had trials of cruel 
mockings and scourgings, yea moreover of 
bonds and imprisonment. They were stoned, 
they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were 
slain with the sword : they wandered about 
in sheep-skins, and goatnskins, being desti- 
tute, afflicted, tormented. They wandered 
in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and 
caves of the earth." The first Christians too, 
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when, in compliance with the commands of 
their God and Saviour, they refiised to pol- 
lute themselves with the senseless idolatry of 
their heathen neighbours, had no other alter- 
native but the most cruel and ignominious 
sufferings. This was their day of trial ; and 
fiery as it was, they sustained the burthen 
and heat of it without complaining. The 
cross, as they well knew, led to a crown: 
they took it up and bore it after Jesus. Our 
trials, blessed be God, are not so severe ; but 
still trials we have. If any man form a reso- 
lution, steadily to profess the doctrines, and 
practise the duties of his religion, let not 
that \mu\ imagine that he will meet with no 
obstacles, and no opposition. If any man 
will show himself to be among the number 
of tlit^^c who have crucified the flesh with 
the affections and lusts, let not that man 
suppose that he will not find the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life insignificant foes to contend with. 
He may have chosen the better part, he may 
be convinced that there is but one thing 
needful, and yet he may find his foes among 
those of his own house ; he may not be in* 
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different to scorn and ridicule, or to that 
still more dangerous^ because more subtle, 
Toice, that cries, "Spare thyself, be not too 
hard upon thyself; ^lough has been done 
already." 

Thus much for the trials brought upon 
us by the world from without. There are 
others, which have their source from within ; 
from the frame and constitution of either 
body or mind. There are the sharp trials of 
sickness, when all relish for the enjoyments 
of life is taken from us at once, and weak- 
ness and weariness follow fast upon health 
and vigour. There is the temptation that 
arises from melancholy or dejection; when 
the spirit, which sustains a man's other in- 
firmities, is broken and needs itself to be 
sustained ; when favourite pursuits please no 
longer; when the whole creation seems 
changed, and appears, we know not why, 
dull and dreary ; when the mind is ready to 
give up every thing, and sink into listlessness 
and despondency. When the spirit is thus 
inclined to fieiil, it must be supplied with 
constant employment, lest its powers be 
turned inward to fret» and wear, and prey 
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upon itself. In the nse of these means, let 
prayer be continually offered to Him, who 
can bring light out of darkness, and make 
the sorrowful heart to sing for joy: with 
patience and resignation let the sufferer trust 
in the Lord, and stay himself upon his 
God, 

Let us inquire, in conclusion, what are the 
chief encouragements to be dwelt upon, and 
which the Christian is bound to bear con- 
stantly in mind. 

His first consolation is this, that the same 
God who permits the temptation has ex- 
pressly promised that He will send with it a 
way to escape, so that it will never be greater 
than can be borne. If we do sink under it, 
it is only because we will not avail ourselves 
of the promised help, because we put our 
trust in our own strength, and will not de- 
pend upon the riches of Divine mercy. 
When we pray in our Collect this day that 
God would grant his people grace to with- 
stand the temptations of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, we imply by these words that 
His grace can and will do this. When our 
Lord tells us in this morning's Lesson, "Watch 
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and pray, lest ye enter into temptation," He 
tells us by these words, that they who do 
watch and pray shall obtain the support that 
their trial may need. Again, when we say in 
the Psalm this afternoon, " O be thou our help 
in trouble, for vain is the help of man," we 
hereby declare that God's help is all that we 
need. 

There is a strength which cannot be over- 
come, which will carry us on our way re- 
joicing, and rise superior to the most subtle 
devices of Satan. That strength is the grace 
of the Holy Spirit, the full, free, and bound- 
less grace, the unmerited gift of God, ob- 
tained by the Saviour's death and never end- 
ing intercession. Here is the appointed way 
of escape provided for the sincere and humble 
Christian : of himself he can do nothing, but 
trusting to this he will fight the good fight 
and be more than conqueror. 

His next encouragement is, that by the 
precious dispensation of God, the very temp- 
tation that might seem likely to lead him 
into sin, is made the trial of his virtue, and 
the test of his faith. It is here that the 
goodness of Grod is especially shown; He 
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permits the evil to exist, but overrules it to 
be the cause of happiness and good. Accord- 
ing to this view the very existence of tempta- 
tion becomes the source of joy, and this is 
whsit St. James intended v^hen he said, 
"Behold v^e count them happy which en- 
dure. My brethren, count it all joy when 
ye fall into divers temptations, knowing this, 
that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience;" that is, knowing that the very 
temptation which you fear as your appointed 
trial, is the means of increasing within you 
the desire both to resist and endure. 

But there is another thought still more full 
of constant support and consolation. It is 
this, that however grievous the temptation, 
however severe the trial, it is short, and when 
once past, can never return again. When we 
look forward to years to be spent under cir- 
cumstances of difficulty and trouble, the 
prospect may seem at times cheerless and 
dreary. But reverse the picture, and look 
back on ..hat is already past, and how differ- 
ently do we then think of all that once seemed 
great and important ! we look back upon past 
trials, past temptations, past difficulties, as 
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things with which we have now little con- 
cern, and we wonder how we could ever 
have been so anxious, so doubtful, so dis- 
couraged by things that have left no trace 
behind them. And this thought naturally 
leads us to reflect upon our highest and 
greatest encouragement under all our tempta- 
tions, the thought contained in the concluding 
words of our text, ^^ when he is tried, he shaU 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath prepared for them that love Him." If 
the trial is short, not so the joy to which it 
leads. Can it be that a few temptations re- 
sisted, a few trials patiently endured, is all 
that stands between us and the Saviour's gift 
— eternal life % It is even so ; and that same 
Saviour who is Himself the way, is already 
gone before to prepare a place for those that 
have loved Him unto the end. Blessed then 
indeed is the man that endureth temptation ; 
blessed is he for whom the crown of life is 
laid up. And it will be the fault of every 
one of us, if we obtain not our part in the 
promised blessing. It will be our fault, if 
through the temptations and trials, be they 
what they may, of this present scene, we fail 
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to raise our eyes in fixed and unswerving 
faith above that which is temporal, and pass- 
ing away, to those things which are unseen, 
un&ding, and eternal. It will be our fault 
if we think too much of the sufferings of 
this present time, and too little of the glory 
that shall be hereafter revealed ; if we dwell 
more on our light affliction which is for a 
moment, than on the inheritance eternal in 
the heavens. 

Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the 
coming of the Lord. " Behold the husband- 
man waiteth for the precious fruit of the 
earth, and hath long patience for it, until 
he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye 
also patient; stablish your hearts: for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh." Is your 
life a continual feast? The providences of 
God are the salt to season it. Is it a pil- 
grimage ? The providences of God are the 
staff that shall guide and support your steps. 
Is it sometimes a way of darkness 1 The pro- 
vidences of God will not fail to chequer it 
with cheering rays of light. Count the day 
of your trial to be indeed the day of your joy. 
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Be not dismayed amid present labour ; ^^There 
remaineth a rest for the people of God.'* 
With the temptation shall come the sure 
means of escape. Firsts the Christian's cross 
—but then, the Christian's crown. 



SERMON XII. 



THE CHRISTIAN SPIRIT. 

Nineteenth Stmday after Trinity, 



Efhesians iv. 81, 32. 

Let all bitterness^ andwrathy andanger^ and clamour^ 
<md evil speaking^ he put away from you^ trnth all 
malice : and he ye kind one to another^ tender- 
heartedy forgiving one another y even as God for 
ChrisCs sake hath forgiven you. 

The Epistle to-day, of which I have just read 
the concluding words, seems especially in- 
tended to enforce and explain the prayer 
spoken in the Collect just before. We there 
said unto God, " Mercifully grant, that thy 
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule 
our hearts." And very similar to this prayer 
is the exhortation of St. Paul to his brethren 
at Ephesus, that they should be renewed in 
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the spirit of their mind. But St. Paul, you 
observe, is not satisfied with this general pre- 
cept ; he knew too well how apt we all are 
to shelter ourselves under some vague truth : 
he knew how easy it is to have general ideas 
of what is right and good, and yet to shrink 
from applying such truth to our own hearts 
and lives. And so he goes on further to ex- 
press more particularly his meaning. He 
mentions some plain marks by which the 
Ephesians might know whether they had in- 
deed put on the new man, which after God 
is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
First, as to their words; they were to be 
careful to speak the truth one to another. 
Next they were to keep their anger within 
due bounds, and not to let it lead them to 
sin. They were further to be active and 
diligent, that they might give help to those 
who stood in need ; to guard against impure 
language, and make their conversation edify- 
ing to their hearers. And above all, they 
were to beware of losing the indwelling pre- 
sence of the Comforter, of driving away that 
most precious guest by carelessness and ne- 
glect. And to these signs of the renewed 
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mindy St. Paul adds the temper that is to 
mark and sanctify the whole ; that on every 
occasion, and in every word and deed, there 
should be seen a quiet, tender, forgiving, 
considerate spirit, ^^ Let all bitterness, wrath, 
and anger, and evil speaking, and clamour, 
be put away from you with all malice : and be 
ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for Christ's 
sake hath forgiven you." Here is the spirit 
which is to mark the Christian character ; it 
is not that the whole of Christianity is con- 
tained in this, — for there is much more, — and 
yet this at least we may infer from St. Paul's 
words, that a Christian would be faulty, who 
was wanting in this spirit, and that he might 
have many gifts and graces without it. In- 
deed he certainly implies this ; for supposing 
those to whom he is writing to be sincere, 
and honest, and sober-minded, and free from 
gross sin in word and deed, still he goes on 
to say, after all this has been learnt, still add 
to it all, the temper of kindness, tender- 
heartedness, and consideration. 

If then the temper that St. Paul recom- 
mends to the Ephesians was to be the pattern 
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for Christians in every time and age of the 
world, it may, I think, be worth our while to 
consider how for, if St. Paul were among us 
in this our day, he would find us valuing and 
practising this temper of mind. Would he 
find among us too no bitterness, and clamour, 
and evil speaking, and malice? I fear in- 
deed, he might look around us, and find too 
much of these things on every side. He 
might find but too many followers of Christy 
attending to part of His lesson, but not 
caring for the rest, acquiring much that is 
good, and shunning much that is evil, and yet 
careless about the Gospel spirit of tenderness 
and consideration. Do we not often, indeed, 
see with regret, persons sober, active, indus- 
trious in their callings, honest, truthful it may 
be, and yet sadly deficient in those qualities 
which our text sets forth; hasty in their 
words, uncharitable in their judgments, ever 
looking to their neighbour's weak side, utterly 
indifferent what offence they give, careless of 
the feelings of others, needlessly suspicious, 
unforgiving? And then the further misfor- 
tune is that, as all this may exist together 
with much that is good, so it too often hap- 
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pens that such persons fix upon the good that 
is in themselves, and treat the rest as a mere 
trifle. They say, that their character will 
bear inspection, and that no one can say that 
they have ever done a wilful injury. And this 
may be very true. Yet what I would have you 
observe, brethren, is this, that if St. Paul's 
words are to be our guide of life, we must 
take his measure as our own ; that we cannot 
safely stop short, and be satisfied with our^ 
selves, when we have only endeavoured to 
do a part ; that it is not enough to keep the 
weightier matters of the Law, and think we 
can safely discard the Gospel rule of love, as 
a less important matter; for the answer is 
ever at hand, " these things ought ye to have 
done, and not to have left the others un- 
done." No, surely, our Lord's most holy 
life is ever before us here, as elsewhere, to 
show us the model at which we should aim : 
how He ever condescended to the infirmi- 
ties, and stooped to the weaknesses, of those 
among whom He dwelt as a man ; how, in 
meekness and lowliness of hearty He was 
ever on the watch for those occasions of 
kindness, which the unselfish heart so seeks 
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to invent; how He not onlj refrained from 
the bitter word, but had a soft answer for all 
but wilful sinners ; how He sought to please 
others, for He cared not to please Himself. 
He knew no excuse of selfish indolence. He 
did not say, " I am so far removed from other 
men, that I need not care how little I attend 
to them ;" but He loved to do them good in 
small things as well as great; not only by 
the outward act, but by the inward thought- 
fulness; not only occasionally, at some im- 
portant moment, but every day, and all days 
alike. And so, if we would seek St. Paul's 
lesson of Christian courtesy, we may find it, 
like every other Gospel grace, in Him who 
gave and lived the Gospel. 

So then, brethren, if our text suggests 
to the serious consideration of us all, the 
thought that the Christian character is really 
incomplete if unaccompanied by the temper 
that it sets before us; and if this thought 
becomes the more important, because such a 
temper does call for many sacrifices of ease 
and selfishness, because much goodness may 
exist without it, and therefore we are not 
always aware how much we need it ; — ^let us 
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pass on to another truth, which seems, I think, 
to flow from St. Paul's words. He would 
seem to remind us, that what God looks to, 
and therefore what it is our chief business 
to attend to, is our present state in the sight 
of God: not, you see, what we were^ but 
what we are. And this point may serve to 
give to some, comfort in thinking of them- 
selves, and teach them caution in their 
thoughts of others. For it would appear, 
that those to whom St. Paul is writing 
could not have been always such as they 
then were. The very words, putting away 
malice, and clamour, and evil speaking, and 
bitterness, imply that these things had 
existed among them; that they had been 
once, like other Grentiles, alienated from the 
life of God ; and yet that Christ's Holy Spirit 
could change all this, that it would renew 
and direct their hearts ; that He who forgave 
them all their sins, for His Son's sake, — He 
who said unto the sick of the palsy, ^^Son, 
be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee ;" 
— would lead them on to forgive one another, 
to be kind, and pitiful, and courteous. And 
this thought is surely encouraging to any 
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among us, who might despair of making our- 
selves better in these respects; who might 
be apt to say, " We have gone on a long time, 
thinking such matters of small moment ; and 
even now, when we begin to think them of 
more consequence, we cannot hope to acquire 
these Christian graces." Yes, brethren, we 
have all the same Spirit and the same help 
that those early Ephesians had to whom St. 
Paul was writing ; — the same Spirit to soften, 
and the same help to sustain us in our self^ 
sacrifices. All that we need is, that that 
Spirit should first open our eyes to see 
wherein we fail, and then further tepx^h us, 
that the failing is not so trifling as we 
deemed it : and that same Spirit can change 
us in a wonderful manner, and transform 
the very habits of our lives, and make the 
crooked straight, and the rough places plain. 
And if this thought be full of comfort when 
applied to ourselves, it at least suggests to 
us to be cautious in our estimate of others. 
For with them, too, God observes not what 
they were, but what they are. So, too, let 
us not be looking back to past evil, which is 
put away, but believe in the reality of the 
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good that we now see in them. We might 
help one another forward in this way much 
more than we very often do. How common 
it is, where men have turned away from evil 
courses and habits, and really begun better 
ways of life, to hear their neighbours speak- 
ing bitterly and slightingly of what they see 
before them, and dwelling on the recollection 
of the past ! Not saying, " T see a real im- 
provement, and I will do all I may be able 
to encourage such a one in the good path 
on which he has entered ;" but too often, I 
fear, we hear such language as this: "This 
change is too good to last. We do not 
believe that it will last. Such a one will 
soon go back to his old ways." And so, too 
often, we discourage the weak brethren 
whom we might help on, and harden hearts 
that God was softening. This is not the 
way that He deals with us. If He did thus 
deal with us, where should we now be? 
— ^if He had never put away our sins, and 
blotted our fallings away from the book of 
His remembrance, — if our secret sins were 
for ever in the light of His countenance, — 
if He had never led us on from strength to 
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strength 1 Nay, rather, if this he our com- 
fortable assurance, that God for Christ's sake 
has forgiven us, let us believe this same truth 
of our brethren also. Let us cherish the 
good that we see, and help them on by the 
word in season, of sympathy, and encourage- 
ment, and consideration, remembering that 
it is harder to turn back to the path of duty, 
than to have always continued in it ; and jet 
that the angels in heaven rejoice more over 
one repenting sinner, than over the blessed- 
ness of the righteous. Surely, for us, too, 
is the Scripture written : " Bear ye one 
another's burdens; and so fulfil the law of 
Christ." 

There was one whose book and history are 
brought before us in the services to-day, 
who, though he lived under the old covenant, 
and looked forward only in the spirit of pro- 
phecy to the coming Messiah, yet seems to 
have abounded in Christian grace and holi- 
ness. Few characters, indeed, have been set 
before us for our instruction more faultless 
than that of the Prophet Daniel. He lived 
in times of much and open wickedness. He 
was surrounded by many and sore temptations. 
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He was exposed to all those dangers that 
accompany power and station. It pleased God 
to set him in high places, that his light might 
shine before men. And so it did. Where- 
soever he went, men saw his good works, and 
glorified the God whom he served. He pros- 
pered in the reign of three successive kings, 
and yet this stands recorded as his highest 
testimony, that he was a man greatly beloved 
of God. His seems to have been a gentle, 
loving, tender spirit. And yet with all this, 
he wanted neither faith nor courage. Great 
must have been that courage that clung to 
God's service in the face of the king's de- 
cree. Great must have been that faith that 
could stand unmoved among the wild beasts 
of the forest. Greater still surely that holi- 
ness, for whose sake God was pleased to re*^ 
verse His own laws, and shut those lions' 
mouths, and shield His faithful servant from 
the dpath, that to man's eye was certain. 
And how was that holiness gained? in the 
strength, doubtless, of earnest prayer; on 
his knees, on which he was content to kneel 
three times a day, and wrestle with God for 
the blessing. What a lesson to Christians ! 

i2 
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Who is there among us, even of the least 
busy, who finds time to pray as often as 
Daniel did amidst all the needful cares of his 
public life ? If even our hurried prayers have 
brought us many things that we need, how 
much more might we gain could we make 
that rule, "three times a day," our own. 
And are we perhaps inclined to say, that 
there is much that befel him that cannot 
befal us, still his history may come home to 
ourselves. True there is no lion's den to 
test our faith, but still there is one enemy, 
who now, as then, goeth about, as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour, having 
the mastery over the vncked, as the lions 
had over Daniel's accusers, and leaving them 
within the den, where he will destroy them 
at last. For us there may be no burning 
fiery furnace, such as tried the iaith of 
those three servants of God, of whom we 
have read this morning ; but for us remains 
the furnace of afflictions to purify us, and 
the fiery trial to prove and sift us ; and He 
alone, who delivered them, and to whom 
they were looking for deliverance, can and 
will deliver us also. We cannot now discern 
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Him with the outward eye ; we may not yet 
see " the form, as of the Son of God." But 
He is close at hand, and about our path. 
We fall tied and bound by the chain of our 
sinSy and in the pitifulness of His great 
mercy He is at hand to loose us, and set us 
on our feet, and save us, as by fire. For the 
God whom Daniel served, is still our God for 
ever, even He, who for Christ's sake has for- 
given us. 

So then, if there be any one here who 
may, by God's grace, have been brought to 
desire that he might be renewed in the 
spirit of his mind, — who has the wish to 
improve, and has perhaps made some begin- 
nings in the way of amendment, becoming 
conscious of the value of Christian graces, 
that he might acquire with a little self- 
sacrifice,^ — to such I would say a few words 
in conclusion, which may be of practical im- 
port to us all. To all such there is comfort 
in the doctrine with which St. Paul concludes 
our text : Christ's free and full forgiveness of 
all repented sin is a strong foundation on 
which to build up our beginnings of newness 
of life. The load that He has removed He 
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will not lay upon us again. And therefore 
we need not dwell upon the past, except for 
caution's sake, but arise and cast our present 
care upon Him. He looks upon us as we 
are ; He puts away the remembrance of what 
we were. And if He does this, much more 
should man do so. The same forgiveness of 
Christ teaches us to be tender-hearted to- 
wards those whom, as well as us, He forgives. 
Let us beware how we ever discourage those 
with whom even now His Spirit is striving ; 
how we drive them back to the old ways 
from which they are seeking deliverance, by 
cold neglect, where sympathy might do much, 
or by reminding them carelessly of sins which 
God imputes to them no longer ; by showing 
less compassion to our fellow-servants than 
our Lord has shown unto us ; to us who have 
nothing to pay unto Him, and yet refuse the 
forgiveness which, for ourselves, we must ask 
of Him. 

And then, lastly, it will be well for us, if, 
when we have put away former sins, and re- 
newed our outward lives, we still bear with 
us the lesson of St. Paul, that it is not 
always safe to stop here, that there is still 
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more to be done. It will be well if we suffer 
him to teach us, that we may be blameless in 
all the earthly relations of life, and yet want- 
ing in Christian grace. See how much he 
speaks of, before he comes to the text, — truth, 
— sobriety, — honesty, — uprightness, — the 
putting away of malice, and bitterness. Are 
not some too apt to stop here ? to say in their 
hearts, ^' I am all this. No one can rightly 
find feult with me, my character calls for re- 
spect." St. Paul does not stop here. St. Paul 
reminds such what they lack yet. What they 
have, is indeed much, but there is yet some- 
thing wanting. He says, be not content 
with the Law, but learn the Gospel also. 
" Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's 
sake has forgiven you." 

Learn to think more of what He has done 
for you, and you will do more also for your 
neighbour. You will practise some self- 
denials, and make some sacrifices for others. 
You will blame your neighbour less, and 
search yourself more closely. And your daily 
lives will not only be a daily approach unto 
heavenly things, but a daily blessing to many 

I 4 



176 The Christian Spirit 

fellow-travellers with you upon the journey 
of life. They share the burden, and why 
should they not share the means of lighten- 
ing it? They share the sorrow and the 
struggle, and mutual sympathy is all that 
earth can bring to help. 

O that we might all thus " learn Christ ! " 
that we might be ever adding Christian 
graces to Christian virtues; that we might 
think of ourselves, not only as members of 
Christ's future kingdom, but '^ members ooe 
of another !" One only can help us to do 
this,— one only can leave us the sure tokens 
of his abiding presence, — even "the Holy 
Spirit of God, whereby we are sealed unto 
the day of redemption." 



SERjMON XIIL 



CHRISTIAN LOYE. 



John xiii. 23. 

Now there toas leaning on Jesus^ bosom one of hie 
disciples^ whom Jesus loved. 

Where shall we find in all its living 
reality a fuller, brighter picture of Christian 
love ? the creature resting in the light of the 
Creator's manifested presence ! What higher 
priyilege was ever vouchsafed to anj fallen 
man, than to be called the beloved disciple 
of that beloved Son, in whom God was well 
pleased ? 

So then we need nothing more than these 
few words to give an interest to the character 
of him of whom they speak. And the ques- 
tion that occurs to us at once is this : What 
can we learn more about one who was thought 
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worthy to be the chosen earthly friend of 
Christ Jesus % And the question may, under 
God's blessing, be even now useful. For 
Christian principles and tempers are neyer 
more forcibly recommended to us, than 
when they stand realized and embodied in 
persons most distinguished for them. So 
long as we are only told, **Be sober, be 
vigilant," " love God," " love thy brother 
also," we may be tempted to say " these are 
hard sayings, who can bear them?" "who is 
sufficient for these things?" But when we 
further learn how men of like passions and 
infirmities with ourselves have been lull of 
such graces and virtues as these, how they 
have shone like lights in the world and 
adorned the doctrine, then the precept comes 
upon us with yet greater force, "Go and do 
thou likewise." We see not indeed in such 
examples perfect patterns for imitation ; but 
we do see in them enough to encourage us 
to more exertion, and to enable us through 
them to look up to the one only perfect ex- 
ample, the Lamb without spot, who did no 
sin, and in whose mouth was no guile. 

St. John was the younger brother of James 
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the elder. His father Zebedee, by profes- 
sion a fisherman at Bethsaida, on the Sea of 
Galilee, was not however, as it appears, in any 
poverty or distress. And, therefore, though 
his children might not have studied in the 
Jewish schools, there is no reason to suppose 
that they might not have learnt enough, from 
the public expositions in their synagogues of 
the Old Testament, to make them acquainted 
vnth the Scriptures, and the prophecies there 
contained of the Messiah that was to come. 
And St. John in his early days may have 
studied these things under the Baptist, for 
in the first chapter of his Gospel, he mentions 
two of the disciples of the Baptist as present 
upon an occasion which he describes minutely, 
and then proceeds to say, that one of the two 
disciples was Andrew, the brother of Peter. 
The conclusion is that he was himself the 
other. And if so, he had been early called 
upon to repent, and believe that the Saviour 
was at hand. And when that Saviour bade 
him leave his nets, and follow Him, he must 
have felt the full value and privilege of the 
gracious summons. And there were several 
occasions on which he was chosen, together 
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with only two other of the disciples to wit- 
ness his Master's special acts of power. His 
glory, and His agony. When our Lord 
listened to the prayer of the ruler of the 
synagogue, who besought Him to save his 
daughter, and repaired to his house, and 
proceeded in His work of mercy in spite of 
the mockery of the faithless multitude, St. 
John was among the few whom He permitted 
to see the working of His mighty power. 
Again there was a time, short indeed and 
never to return, when our Lord, while trans- 
figured on the Mount, appeared for a moment 
to three of His disciples, with something of 
that dazzling brightness which He shared 
with the Father before the foundation of the 
world. It was a vision of foture glory, an an- 
ticipation of the glorious body with which all 
His disciples shall one day be clothed. Here 
again St. John was present : overpowered vnth 
a splendour too great for the powers of man to 
behold, he lay with his face on the ground, till 
Jesus came and touched him, and said, '^ A rise; 
be not afraid." And once more he was to 
behold a sight very different from this, but 
no less solemn and impressive. As he had 
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seen his Master invested with a portion of 
His own peculiar glory, so he was to see Him 
in the hour of His deepest agony and humi- 
liation. We all remember the scene, — too 
solemn for the mind of man rightly to con- 
ceive, — when the soul of Jesus was exceed- 
ing sorrowful unto death; when He began 
to be amazed, and very heavy; when the 
tempter's malice was suffered to bruise Him, 
and the powers of darkness to do their 
worst. St. John was one of the three who 
then accompanied Him to the garden of 
Gethsemane, and received from his Master 
the command, *'to watch, and pray, against 
temptation." It is sad to think that, when 
we afterwards read how the disciples of Jesus 
forsook Him and fled, we do not hear of an 
exception even in the case of the disciple 
whom Jesus loved. It is to be feared that 
he too was for a time offended. He could 
not yet rejoice to suffer with his Master. 
But his love could not long wax cold; he 
could not long neglect his Saviour and his 
friend. He could not think of the last sup- 
per, during which he had leant on Jesus' 
bosom, and had been the only one who dared 
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to ask Him the traitor's name ; he could not 
think of his Lord's love and condescension to 
him at that time, and yet forsake Him in His 
greatest danger. Better thoughts soon arose 
in his mind, and carried him to the palace of 
the high priest, and to the foot of the cross. 
There stood the Virgin Mother, with feel- 
ings of sorrow and anguish far exceeding the 
hittemess of an earthly mother who mourn- 
eth for her first-born; and there too, with 
scarcely less sorrow, and it may be some 
shame at his own cowardice, stood the be- 
loved disciple. Then once again Jesus showed 
forth His tenderness and consideration. The 
Scripture account is in words from which 
nothing may be taken, without injuring their 
simplicity, and to which nothing can be added, 
without diminishing their force : " When 
Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the 
disciple standing by, whom he loved, he 
saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy 
son ! Then saith he to the disciple. Behold 
thy mother!" Could any words be more 
full of comfort to those to whom they were 
spoken ? What blessing could be greater to 
His afflicted parent, than the society of that 
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disciple whom her Son had especially loved 
on earth ; with whom she could converse of 
all His gracious words and glorious promises ; 
who could enter into all her grief and under- 
stand all her sorrow 1 And what mark of 
greater regard and confidence could the dis- 
ciple receive from his Master ; what greater 
proof, that he was still loved and regarded, 
though wavering for a time, and weak, than 
the dying trust given to him, to take to his 
care, and to his own home, that Master's 
dearest earthly parent ? And from that hour 
the disciple took her unto his own house. 

St. John was veith St. Peter, when he re- 
ceived the news from Mary Magdalene that 
his Lord had risen from the dead, and he was 
the first who came to the sepulchre; and 
from what he there saw became convinced of 
the truth of our Lord's resurrection. Our 
Lord had indeed spoken to His disciples on 
this subject frequently, but in words of which 
perhaps the full meaning was only to be sug-^ 
gested to their minds after the event had 
taken place. Thus He had said, '^Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up f but it was only after this had actually 
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happened that they applied these words in 
the sense in which they were spoken. The 
disciples were not, however, long left to 
doubt upon this point, for Jesus Himself 
soon stood in the midst of them, and made 
Himself known unto them. 

There are two occasions on which we now 
hear of the Apostle ; the first when he per- 
ceived the presence of Jesus, by the miracu- 
lous supply of fishes brought to the nets, and 
declared to Peter, "It is the Lord." The 
other occasion was when Peter, having heard 
from Jesus the prophecy of His own future 
death, wished' to know what should be the 
fate of John, who was also standing by. 
" Jesus saith unto him. If I will that he tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee ? follow thou 
me. Then went this saying abroad among 
the brethren, that that disciple should not 
die : yet Jesus said not unto him. He shall 
not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I 
come, what is that to thee ? " 

And long and faithfully did the beloved 
Apostle labour in his Master's service; for 
fourteen years after this time he is men- 
tioned by St. Paul as one of the pillars of 
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the Church. But persecution arose, and 
drove him from Judea to Asia Minor; and 
even there he had his measure of suffering, 
for he tells us himself, that he was *'a 
companion in tribulation with the Christians 
of Asia." Yet was he not left comfortless : 
though banished to a desert island, and sepa- 
rated from his earthly friends, he received 
from his Master the command to record that 
glorious vision of the Church triumphant, 
which he has left us in the book of the 
Revelation. So long as the Church is still 
militant here upon earth, we are not per- 
mitted to understand all that is there written : 
but to the friend of Jesus it was allowed to 
know all things that should come upon the 
earth, till the day of final judgment and sal- 
vation ; and thus in spirit, though not in the 
body, St. John did tarry till his Lord came. 
But the Apostle had yet a work to perform, 
which none but he could do. Others had 
written and described many of the deeds and 
wonderful works of their Saviour ; the Gos- 
pels of St. Matthew, and St. Mark, and St. 
Luke already existed; — yet, perchance, St. 
John may have felt that there was still some- 
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thing left for him to tell. Others had been 
witnesses of many things, but who, except 
the beloved disciple, could fully declare the 
mind that was in Christ Jesus ? Who could 
remember His sayings, and words of comfort, 
and life, so well as he who had most fre- 
quently heard them, and felt their value? 
And so in the Gospel of St. John, we find 
many things omitted which he doubtless con- 
sidered as fully declared before; but from 
him it is that we chiefly learn how Jesus 
spake, how he thought and felt. If there is 
one Gospel which we especially claim as our 
choicest treasure and chiefest consolation, it 
is the Gospel of the beloved disciple. It 
breathes the very spirit of simplicity, and joy, 
and comfort. Who has not loved to dwell 
upon our Lord's discourse with the woman 
of Samaria, in the fourth chapter ? Who has 
not, in the hour of trouble, found in the 
fourteenth and following chapters all that 
could satisfy every feeling and desire of his 
soul ? That man is little to be envied, who 
either reads them not, or reads them without 
some wish to become more virtuous and holy 
than he now is. 
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We, too, should endeavour to gain from 
the Apostle something of this pure and holy 
love. Without love we may obey the letter 
of the law, but we cannot hope to fulfil its 
spirit. And that love of which we speak 
was no idle, unfruitful principle in St. John : 
it was mingled with fervid zeal. And so, 
too, with ourselves, it will then only be of 
value, when it leads us on from strength to 
strength, and is the spring of all our actions 
and exertions. Yet as, on the one hand, 
that love is vain which delights only in the 
luxury of excited feelings and empty pro- 
fessions; so, on the other hand, there may 
be a zeal without knowledge, and a love 
without discretion. Three times was the 
very Apostle of love — St. John himself — 
reproved for faults into which he was hurried 
by inconsiderate love to his Master. Surely, 
then, we may learn that it is not for us to 
act rashly, and speak hastily, and decide and 
censure harshly, and then excuse ourselves 
by saying, that we do all this from love to 
God. Are there not still many sincere and 
upright Christians, to whom He might on 
this ground say, as He did to James and 
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John, " Ye know not what manner of spirit 
ye are of.** 

And once more, if ever you are told that 
a vague love towards all mankind is better 
suited to a Christian than any especial affec- 
tion towards our relations and friends, be 
assured, that they who thus speak do greatly 
err, not knowing the Scriptures ; and so be- 
lieve them not. Among the followers of 
our Lord, we know, from our meditations 
to-day, that there was one whom Jesus more 
especially loved. And following His ex- 
ample, too, we shall find some placed near 
to us whom we are more especially bound to 
love, and succour, and cherish. Never let 
us suppose that we can safely neglect our 
duty as parents, as children, as husbands and 
wives, as neighbours and friends. Here is 
the appointed school in which we may learn 
all that will teach us to walk worthy of our 
high calling, '^oo many, while they seek 
some extraordinary means of promoting God's 
honour and glory, neglect the means that 
He has placed before us ; and think little of 
the occasions that they have, day by day, of 
confessing Him before men, of preferring 
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one another in honour, of being pitiful, and 
courteous, and forbearing to others, but de- 
nying to themselves. There is much to 
exercise the temper, and show the spirit, and 
purify the heart, in the daily and common 
intercourse of man with man. And though 
we may not, like St. John, be actually the 
friends of our Saviour, yet we know from 
His own words, that we are His friends if 
we keep His commandments ; for He says, 
" Whoso doeth the will of God, the same is 
my brother, and my sister, and my mother." 



SERMON XIV. 



THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST, THE EARTH'S 

FULNESS. 

Epiphany. 



{For the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 

in Foreign Parts,) 



Isaiah xi. 9. 

For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord^ as the toaters cover the sea \ 

These words of the Evangelical prophet con- 
tain a very distinct and important promise. 
They are words inspired by that God who 
cannot err, and knows all things, past, pre- 
sent, and to come: and the promise that 
they contain, is a very full one. It is not 

' This Sermon to be had separately. Price Is. 
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merely the promise that a time shall come, 
in which there shall be much knowledge of 
God throughout the earth; it is something 
more than this. It is, that the knowledge of 
God shall fill the earth, as completely as the 
waters cover the sea. The expression is re- 
markable for its force. In looking over the 
face of the ocean, there are no differences to 
be perceived: one part is not fuller than 
another; one part is not covered, and ano- 
ther left dry ; but all is one unbroken stream, 
filling and covering the whole. So shall it 
be with the word of God among men. It 
shall not be known to some, and hidden from 
others. It shall not be fully declared in one 
place, and only partially set forth in another. 
This is not the whole purpose of the Almighty. 
But rather, whatever knowledge it pleases 
Him to give at all, shall be given equally, and 
without distinction — to all men and to all 
places — to the least and to the greatest — to 
the North and to the South — to the East 
and to the West — to the Jew and to the 
Gentile. Such is clearly the purpose of God 
in His own appointed time. 

That this time has not yet come, we all 
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know well from the state of the world around 
us. There is much knowledge indeed, but 
there is much ignorance also. The light is 
not yet shed abroad as fully and equally, as 
the waters over the face of the deep. There 
is here a little, and there a little, but it 
varies in degree. Some have the full bright- 
ness ; to others, the rays are feebler. Sonoie 
there are, with only dim and distant glimpses ; 
and others, again, lie in darkness and ig- 
norance. 

But whatever may be the present state of 
the world, we are sure from the words of our 
text, that it is the will of God that His ways 
should be equally well known to all His 
creatures. We are sure that it is not His 
will that any man should be left in ignorance 
of the name of Jesus Christ, the only name, 
under heaven, given to man whereby he may 
be saved. And we are sure too, that, if it 
pleased Him, He might accomplish this pur- 
pose in a moment. Doubtless the same 
Heavenly Spirit, which first upon the day of 
Pentecost poured the knowledge of salvation 
into the hearts of many, might at once shed 
the true and saving light over all. But would 
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this be according to His usual dealings with 
mankind? Surely not. Surely we see, in 
most cases, that while He does much for us, 
He leaves us something to do for ourselves. 
He sends the rain that strengthens, and the 
sunshine that ripens our crops, but He leaves 
it to man rightly to sow the good seed, and 
duly to prepare the ground. And so, too, of 
that better seed. His own sacred Word. To 
some He freely gives it, and to these He 
makes known His will that it should be in 
due time declared unto all. And then He 
leaves it to those who know the value of the 
gift, and His own merciful purpose concern- 
ing it, to become the instruments of carrying 
out and setting forward that purpose. By 
the voice of the prophet. He declares it to be 
His will that no part of the earth should be 
left without the knowledge of His ways. 
That knowledge, in all its fulness and com- 
pleteness. He has given unto us. Our land 
is peculiarly blessed with pure and saving 
knowledge. But, if so : if we are conscious, 
on the one hand, of our own great blessings, 
and on the other, of God's revealed will with 
regard to the less favoured of mankind, the 
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thought must naturally arise, whether these 
two consideratioDS, taken together, do not 
press upon us a very clear and important 
duty. It becomes a question, whether great 
gifts have not been abundantly bestowed on 
us for the very purpose of enabling us to 
communicate them to the needy ; it becomes 
a question how far we can be justified in 
merely using selfishly the bread of life, which 
is suflSicient for the spiritual support of others 
as well as ourselves. 

But it may be thought that this duty is 
clearly perceived. The thoughtful Christian 
may perhaps say, ^^I thank God for the 
blessed knowledge that He has given unto 
me. I see that it is His will that the whole 
earth should be filled with the same know- 
ledge that I rejoice in. And knowing that 
He is often pleased to give unto weak in- 
struments the opportunity, if they will use it, 
of carrying on His work, I think it is my 
duty, and ought to be my delight, to be the 
means of grace and salvation to the blind 
and ignorant. But how am I to do this? 
I admit the duty, but how can I practise it % 
I know what I ought to do, but where can I 
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find the means?" To such questions — and 
such might often arise in hearts duly sensible 
of the value of their privileges, and the re- 
sponsibility that must ever be joined with 
them — there is a ready answer. There is, 
blessed be God, a way open to the humblest 
Christian, of practically declaring his know-^ 
ledge of his duty. There is a way by which 
the most tender conscience may be satisfied, 
and it is the very point to which I am spe- 
cially directed upon the present occasion to 
call your attention, and upon which, before 
thoughtful Christians, I cannot, under God's 
blessing, speak in vain. For doubtless it 
was in consequence of considerations such as 
those on which I have touched, that many 
pious men in this country were led, now 150 
years ago, to devise some scheme for extend- 
ing the blessings of the Gospel to the less 
favoured parts of the world. And so that 
Society arose, which has laboured ever since, 
and now labours, that, if it were possible, no 
land, however distant, should be a stranger 
to the healing truths of Christianity. These 
labours, at first confined within narrower 
limits, have, under the Divine blessing, ex- 
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tended over a wider field, and included a 
greater variety of objects. To its earliest 
efforts we chiefly owe it that our Church in 
America had a place and a name. And 
think, for a moment, how far and wide, to 
the east and to the west, the dominiom of 
England are extended! Think into how 
many countries thousands of our poorer 
countrymen have gone to seek the meaia 
of subsistence, which they could not here 
obtain. Where would they be, if in leaving 
their country, they were to leave also every 
ordinance and means of gracJB, and all hope 
of a Christian education for their children 1 
Is it right that they, members as they are. of 
our Church, and baptized with our baptism, 
should be left to wander forth, as sheep 
i^vithout a shepherd, and in danger of perish- 
ing for lack of knowledge? Let me men- 
tion but one case among many. In Canada 
there are about 500,000 souls, nearly all of 
whom have gone from this country. They 
never see a Christian minister for years to- 
gether. A clergyman travelled lately in 
those parts, and met with families who once 
worshipped, as we do, but who had not even 
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seen a Christian minister for ten, some for 
twenty years. "Ah! sir,*' said these poor 
people, as they thought of the blessings 
they once enjoyed in England^ "when we 
are sick or sad, no one comes to visit us : no 
one cares for our souls." Again, there is a 
country — New South Wales — to which we 
have sent many thousands of wretched per* 
sons for our own peace and safety. They 
have been driven from oor shore, for erin,i 
there committed. But while thus we punish 
them in this life, we owe them some care at 
least for the life to come. It was to save 
sinners that Christ came into the world. It 
is over one penitent sinner that the very 
angels in heaven rejoice. The great Bishop 
and Shepherd of their souls would rejoice to 
seek and to save such lost and wandering 
sheep. But how can this be, if they are sent 
away with all their sins upon their head, to 
grow day by day worse rather than better ? 
if they are never to hear the warning voice, 
the assurances of mercy and pardon? if 
they are to live without faith and peace, 
and die without the cleansing blood of 
Jesus ? We cannot wilfully allow this, and 
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not become ourselves partakers of their 
sins. 

But tbis is not all. We bave in these 
latter years given liberty to nearly a miUion 
of West Indian slaves; but there is still 
*^ tbe liberty with which Christ has made ns 
free," the liberty from the bondage of sin 
and the powers of darkness, — a liberty as 
much more precious than mere freedom from 
slavish labour, as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, and the ways and thoughts of 
God are above our thoughts and ways. And 
we shall have done little if we have only 
rescued their vile bodies, and left their pre- 
cious souls to the dominion of sin and Satan. 
Once more : look at our Indian empire, ex- 
tending in the East over 100,000,000 of 
souls, and consider whether it is fit that we 
look on and do nothing, while so many are 
there bowing down in all ignorance to gods 
of wood and stone, and serving idols made 
by hands ! 

These are but a few of the many countries 
of which mention might be made, but there 
is this consideration common to them all, 
and of which you cannot doubt the truth. 
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If we are thus pennitted to extend our name 
far and wide, to obtain for ourselves the rich 
produce of other Iands» to receive from them 
their earthly things, it must be that we are 
instruments in God's hand to carry His name 
too as well as our own. It must be our duty 
to minister to the conquered heathen in spi- 
ritual things. Wherever we bear the sword, 
there too must we bear the Gospel. It is 
through the charity of English Christians 
alone that the many nations now added to 
our Crown can be brought to the knowledge 
of the same their Lord and Saviour. Such 
is the field in which the Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel has long and zealously 
laboured. And much has been done by those 
faithful and earnest men. They have done 
and are doing what they could, dividing their 
funds in the maintenance of missionary cler- 
gymen, the building of places of education, 
and the support of teachers duly qualified 
for their work. And what are they among 
so many ? but as few labourers in an abun- 
dant and still increasing harvest. And still 
the cry is, " Come and help us." Here the 
humblest offering can find a sure and ready 
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channel. There is no occasion to go far to 
seek the means of usefulness, which are here 
brought ready to our hands. No one can 
reasonably doubt either the blessings which 
this Society has secured to many, or its strong 
claims to support upon every one of us, ac- 
cording to our ability. For, let me ask you, 
where should we ourselves now be, if God 
had not put it into the hearts of Christians 
to preach the Gospel to our fathers? For 
England was once as full of darkness and 
idolatry, as any of the lands on which we 
now bid you take pity. Time was, even 
here, when, amid groves and on high altars, 
innocent blood was shed, and men offered up 
their sons and daughters unto devils. Think 
of the misery of that time, and then of the 
riches of God's grace so undeservedly now 
poured out through the length and breadth 
of the land, and let the thought suggest the 
lesson, not of pride, but of fear — of fear, lest 
we should forget the Saviour's command, that 
. we should do unto others as we would have 
them do unto us — of fear, lest, through any 
indifference or neglect, we should hear our 
Master's warning voice, " Oughtest not thou 
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to have compassion on thy fellowHservant, 
even as I had pity on thee 1 " And do not 
suppose that such efforts are always received 
with neglect and indifference. But recently 
(to mention but a single instance), in New 
Zealand, we have heard of two sons of a 
native chief there, joining with other young 
men of the country to present, to the English, 
land for the foundation of a Christian college, 
as a token of grateful reverence. Their form 
of grant, entirely their own dictation, ran in 
these words : " O friend, O governor, we give 
up this our land to the Queen, for a perma- 
nent abode for the Bishop of the Church of 
England, and his successors, for a college of 
native and English children, that they may 
be united together as one nation, in the new 
principle of faith in Christ, and of obedience 
to the Queen." 

We profess in our prayers a wish that 
God's saving health, that is, the healing sal- 
vation of His Gospel, may be made known 
unto all nations; we have all of us this 
morning used those solemn words, **thj 
kingdom come." Have we thought how 
much we have here prayed for 1 Surely no 
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less than that it would please God to prosper 
every way of adyancing true religion in the 
worlds every undertaking to His honour and 
in His service, and to hasten the time when 
the kingdoms of this world shall become the 
kingdoms of His Christ, and the earth sbaiJ 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea. We cannot pray 
thus, if we mean any thing by what i^e ssj, 
and not perceive that it becomes our bounden 
duty to do something towards carrying into 
effect that which our lips pray for. 

Lastly, I would say a few words concern- 
ing the reason for thus addressing you to-day, 
—especially after our recent liberal school 
contribution. Brethren, I feel strongly that 
we can never deserve the name of a Christian 
parish, unless we do something every year 
to promote the Redeemer's kingdom among 
people less favoured than ourselves. And if 
all will agree with me in this, they must 
needs also agree vrith me in thinking that 
there is no fitter moment for our yearly offer- 
ing, than when we celebrate the first mercies 
of God vouchsafed to the Gentiles. Throw 
in your offering then to-day, at this our Epi- 
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phany fieasoQ, according as you feel disposed 
in your hearts. Do it thankfully, rememher- 
ing the Gospel mercies which yon enjoy 
every day and every year alike. Do it hum- 
bly, as you think how often you have despised 
those blessings which others would so deeply 
prize, "the unsearchable riches of Christ." 
And yet do it cheerfully, because, if it please 
God to bless our ofienngs to-day (and He 
may bless them to a soul now perishing for 
lack of knowledge), that soul saved shall be 
our crown of rejoicing in the last day, and 
be carried by angels' tongues to the great 
throne, at which all nations and people must 
bow the knee at last 
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CHRISTIAN DUTY, AND CHKISTIAN WORSHIP. 

September \9th, 1852. 
Sunday after the Death of the Duke of WeUington ^ 



2 Samuel iii. 38. 

Know ye not that there is a prince and a great man 
fallen this day in Israel f 

These were the words of king David, sor- 
rowing for a warrior's loss; and ^^all the 
people ^ of Israel " wept *' over the grave of 
the princely Ahner. You can scarcely miss 
their application to-day to a nation mourning 
for a ^ great man fallen." Yet what a con- 
trast in the deaths of the two warriors. For, 
not like the subtle commander of Israel hur- 
ried by treacherous hands to a violent and 

* This Sermon to be had separately. Price 6d 
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untimely end, was the calm and scarcely pet^ 
ceived departure of that mighty 'warrior, 
who has been just taken, full of years and 
honouiB, irom the sight of a grateful people, 
so long accustomed to reverence and cherish 
his declining day of life. How different the 
stem decree which removed the one from 
the battle-field to the unknown depths of 
eternity, from the tender mercy which per- 
mitted the other, after battles won, and tri- 
umphs obtained, time for peaceful thoughts, 
and serious recollections, and hopes of hea- 
venly things. 

Now, in speaking to you on a subject 
which has been more or less in the mouths 
and thoughts of all during the past week, I 
am well aware that there is much that is 
curious aud interesting — much that will fill 
the historian's page, and furnish food to the 
thoughtful, and themes to the poet, — ^but 
which has but little direct concern with this 
sacred place. And most earnestly would I 
ever desire to impress up 
in mind myself, that w< 
gratify idle curiosity, n< 
lessly a passing hour, but 
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souls with the sincere milk of God's revealed 
Word, and to raise upwards our cold and 
earth-bound affections. Yet, on the other 
hand, to discern the fixed workings of an 
Almighty arm in that time and chance which 
happeneth unto all men — ^to make earthlj 
things speak of heaven — to draw the holy 
precept from the bright example — this surely 
must be the preacher's office, and ought to be 
the hearer's profit. 

For no character or name ever yet occu- 
pied a large space in the attention and annals 
of mankind, without furnishing, either in life 
or death, some useful warning, some direct 
instruction, some strong encouragement to 
the age that has borne its impress. And 
many are the hidden uses to be sought and 
found, in things that the chance observer 
views only in the light which their outward 
surface presents to the heedless eye. But, 
look a little further, and the Christian lesson 
stands forth clear, distinct, and forcible. Let 
us seek that lesson now. Let us put away 
from us much in the earthly career just 
closed, which may more fitly occupy our 
thoughts elsewhere, and look at it now only, 
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as, by God's help, it may be made useful to 
our own hearts and lives. 

Observe then, first, the one great principle 
and spring of action, that runs through the 
whole chequered course of that eventful 
life — the constant sense of duty, and the 
abiding desire to do it. Most worthy of 
Christian imitation, was his simple, single- 
minded desire of acting up to the dictates of 
his conscience. It is a great sight to behold 
any man, in the midst of every temptation 
which ease, and rank, and wealth, and flat- 
tery could so variously supply, always looking 
straight forward to the one present business, 
the one present course of action, and passing 
every other consideration by. It is no easy 
matter to be always ready. It is no light 
thing to be able to follow the voice of con- 
science at once, unswayed by selfishness, un^ 
deterred by indolence and sloth. This fixed 
principle of action it is, which makes earthly 
heroes, and Christian saints. For, it is the 
want of this sted&st abiding earnestness 
which we lament in so many professing be- 
lievers in Gospel truth. If men would but 
seek to act, at once, according to the first 
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fresh impressions which each derives from 
the light of conscience within, there would 
be, as there ever must be in every thing 
earthly, error, and infirmity, and prejudice, 
yet there would be truthfulness and con- 
sistency in all. The misfortune with regard 
to so many Christians, in whom we see much 
right desire, and much amiable feeling, is 
this, that they constantly fall below their 
own standard, and shrink from the sacrifice 
they intend to make. It is not, that they 
do not see what is right, and could not de- 
cide, in another man's case, at once : but the 
love of this world — the longings of a for- 
bidden desire— the shrinkings of an idle 
selfishness — ^the calls of interest, or the hopes 
of gain — any or all of these things arise un- 
resisted, and mar the stedfast will, and choke 
the free course of action. And so it is, that 
many, who might shine like lights in the 
world, and adorn the doctrine, disappoint the 
fair promise of fruit brought unto perfection, 
and are ever ** double-minded men," "un- 
stable in all their ways." They will some- 
times do more than other men expect — 
sometimes they will be entirely, venting to 
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the cause of truth. But there is no de-» 
pendence to he placed upon them. Like the 
devious meteor, or the lightning flash, by 
turns thej dazzle, and deceive ; but theirs is 
not the path of the just that '* shineth ever 
more and more unto the perfect day." Op- 
posed to all this, both in its inward workings, 
and its outward results, was the temper of 
him, in whom we mourn a nation's loss to« 
day. In its inward workings, because his 
freedom from all self-seeking enabled him 
to pass at once from the clear suggestion to 
the immediate action; and in its outward 
results, because it inspired all men with a 
feeling of absolute reliance and trust. On 
every new occasion, in any moment of alarm 
and difficulty, the question that has so often 
met us, "What does the Duke say?" was 
suggested not merely by the value of that 
opinion, but by its certain honesty. In the 
midst of perplexities, it was a relief to feel, 
that there was ever at hand a defined view, 
an inflexible uprightness of purpose, and, if 
needs be, a vigorous performance. And to 
all who seek to be really "doers of the 
word," I would most earnestly suggest to- 
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day, that the very same ever-present sense of 
duty, which is the foundation of the states- 
man's strength, is the one precious principle^ 
so often wanting, yet so vitally essential for 
every Christian who would cultivate the sted- 
fast inward will, growing out into the har- 
mony and order of family and social life. 

And, where is that strength to be obtained? 
is the further question that meets us, not un- 
mingled with the recollections of the illus- 
trious dead. For if no one ever yet suc- 
ceeded in acting or thinking rightly, who 
relied on his own strength, and trusted in his 
own arm, then is the cdnnexion obvious 
between Christian duty and Christian wor- 
ship. And when I think of one, who, up to 
his latest hour, acted upon those words of 
the Apostle, ^^ Not forsaking the assembling 
of yourselves together, as the manner of 
some is,"— of one who, among the early wor- 
shippers on the Lord's day, was habitually 
the earliest, and the most constant in the 
house of God, — of one who, week after week, 
even in the grey twilight of the wintry Sab- 
bath mom, while younger men still slept, 
might be seen, careless of weather and fa- 
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tigue, bending his aged footsteps towards the 
royal sanctuary, and meekly kneeling at the 
Holy Table for the pledges of Christ's endless 
love, and in obedience to the Saviour's last 
command, I see something to admire, yet to 
deplore. For how many of us there are — of 
us who profess the Saviour's name, and ser- 
vice — who have not yet learnt the lesson that 
he so habitually practised, who have not yet 
perceived the truth of the Scripture that de- 
clares, " Them that honour me, I will honour ; 
and they who despise me, shall be lightly es- 
teemed." How lamentable — to speak plainly 
— ^is the neglect of Christian worship in these 
our country parishes. How many a Christian 
minister's heart is well-nigh ready to sink 
within him, for the flock committed to his 
charge, when the Sabbath bell has ceased, 
and the time for the appointed service come, 
and he looks upon the assembly around him. 
For too often he looks upon the vacant seat, 
and the deserted table — -just here and there 
a few found to give thanks, like the one leper 
of old, for mercies freely bestowed upon all ; 
and the rest, like the other nine, unsanctified 
by the voice of prayer in their earthly call- 
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ings, and ready \rith one consent to make 
excuse. And then, when he thinks " 'WTiere 
are the nine?" how sad the answer. They 
are sitting idly at home, or wandering about 
the fields, in careless, often in unlawful pur- 
suits; or engaged in family trifles, or exa- 
mining their earthly accounts. And so, w^eek 
after week, their souls are further from God, 
and from grace. In a land of light, and 
truth, and knowledge, they live in wilfiil 
darkness, and self-chosen ignorance; Chris- 
tians in name, but very heathens in habits 
and life ; strangers to Gospel truths, and aliens 
from Gospel privileges. Is the picture over- 
charged ? ^' I speak as to wise men. Judge 
ye what I say." And yet there is this diffi- 
culty in commending these truths to your 
hearts, that, by your presence here to-day, 
you are thus far free from the blame. Would, 
indeed, that my words might reach those who 
are wilfully, habitually absent; and would 
that the absent from this sacred place were 
the few, and not the many ! For I would 
ask them, in all sincerity and love, how is it 
possible for any Christian minister to have 
access to, or influence over, those members 



and Christian Worship. i213 

of his congregation who, spending six days in 
a round of earthly labour, absent themselves 
on the seventh from the house and service of 
God? There is a rest provided them from 
incessant toil: there is a space allotted for 
the nourishment and refreshing of the souL 
There are prayers to support, and confessions 
to humble them, and psalms to cheer, and 
lessons of warning, and instruction, and con- 
solation. And, "Is it nothing to you, all ye 
that pass by?" Yes, it is indeed something,^ 
even to you, careless brethren. There is "a 
savour of death unto death" in mercies 
slighted, and Sabbaths unimproved. Better 
far the lot of those who live in lands which 
know no Saviour, and confess no Christ ; — 
than of those who have learnt their own sin, 
yet never tasted its forgiveness, and to whom 
the knowledge they reject is as wrath trea- 
sured up for the day of judgment. In a life 
of man's needful labour, the means of grace, 
when most earnestly sought after, must needs 
be scanty stilL Yet is the opportunity and 
privilege great, when Christ's appointed mi- 
nister sees all his flock ready to learn the 
things that belong unto their peace. And 
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woe be to him then, if he fails rightly to 
divide the word of trath: strong meat for 
those who can bear it, but milk for babes in 
doctrine and knowledge^— warnings for the 
thoughtless — and searchings of heart for 
sinners — and strength for the weak — and 
consolations for every humble doubting soul ! 
O ! that those many self-deceiving ones — 
who in this and every other parish, through 
the length and breadth of our so-called 
Christian land, first refuse to hear, and then 
seek shelter under the vain excuse, that some 
hearers of the word are not found doers also 
— might learn one lesson from the life of 
that great man, who speaks to them from the 
tomb to-day. For, to those who look beyond 
the surface of earthly things, who seek some- 
thing more to rest upon, in the first hours of 
mourning, than on memories of fame, how- 
ever deathless, and laurels, however fresh, it 
is a cheering thought that his latest public 
act in this world was his presence on Sunday 
last at the public worship of his God. How 
many are there around us, who have less ex- 
cuse of age, and business, and infirmity, (if 
such excuses could ever be safely pleaded,) 
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than he had — and yet of whom, if they too 
had been as suddenly called this week away, 
we could have spoken no such comforting 
words. How many, alas! pass away every 
week, from a life without God in the world, 
to an eternity of which they know, and hope, 
and fear nothing! How many have been 
famous in their lives, men renowned in their 
generation, yet of whom we scarcely dare to 
speak at all, lest truth should compel us to 
judge the evil which "charity thinketh not !" 
One sacrifice made for conscience sake, one 
action done in faith, will stand forth in the 
great day of account, above praise, and popu- 
larity, and the pride of life. 

And yet, brethren, even in that day, when, 
to have commanded armies, and guided coun- 
cils, shall seem but as the veriest trifles of a 
past, and almost forgotten world, even then, 
the tender conscience, and the honest purpose 
— ^the temper that knew no selfishness, nor 
felt the numbing power of sloth — the habi- 
tual fear of God, and the open confession of 
Christ before men — ^all these shall stand as 
essential parts of a Christian character, and 
shall in nowise lose their reward. Yea, 
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though ^'a great man is fallen this day in 
Israel," there remaineth a heavenly Jerusalem ^ 
for the " spirits of just men made perfect" — 
once, ^*stedfast» unmoveahle» abounding in 
the work of the Lord" — ^but now, entered 
into their rest for ever. 
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Concltmon of a Sermon preached 21 st November ^ 

1852. 
Sunday aft&r the Duke's pvJ>lic Fumral. 



Revelation xiv. 13. 
They rest from their labours. 

These were the words which, at all times, most 
solemn, fell with something more than their usual 
force on the ears of the thousands assembled on 
Thursday, to pay their last earthly tribute to the 
memory of Arthur, Duke of Wellington. 

On the eighteenth of June last — a day ever 
memorable among Englishmen, as the anniversary 
of that crowning success, which now for thirty-seven 
years has secured to us the blessings of peace, it 
was my fortune to see that great man, covered with 
the badges of his well-earned honours, and followed 
by many of those warriors who shared his triumphs, 
and were proud to obey his commands, leaning on 
the arm of one of England^s fairest daughters, him- 
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self the centre of interest, admiration, and respect 
to all who stood around. And on that very day 
five months, on the eighteenth of November, I saw 
his funeral-train enter the vast Cathedral of St. 
PauPs. 

It was a contrast never to be forgotten. The 
almost awful silence of the vast assemblage during 
the pause at the Cathedral gate ! No sign of life 
was there save the morning breeze stirring the 
plumed feathera of the warrior'^s hat, the only orna- 
ment thrown upon his mournful bier. That pause 
was truly death-like. 

Then rose amid the stillness of that hour from 
the white-robed choir, as they slowly wound their 
way, the tones of love and promise, now rising, now 
falling, to the organ''s swelling peal, while the 
mourners gradually reached the centre of the great 
dome. There for a few moments they rested, while 
those blessed words, first spoken by St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, and since, the comfort and support of 
many a true believer, were listened to in breathless 
silence. 

It was a solenm, and a moving scene, when the 
dirge was sung, concluding with those very words 
that I lately brought before you from this place, 
'' Know ye not that there is a prince and a great 
man fallen this day in Israel V 

M th.. tU, L^rj c.^« of «.in»t ^, 
princes, peers, senators, bishops, judges, warriors 
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by land and by sea, ambassadors and honourable 
men from other nations of Europe, were standing, 
beneath the gaze of thousands, around the coffin of 
that mighty dead one, when suddenly, — in a moment, 
— amid the subdued clang of the Dead March, it 
vanished into its last resting-place below ! 

Then sounded forth the Funeral Anthem, '' His 
body is buried in peace. But his name liveth ever- 
more/^ And soon the last blessing was spoken, 
and many an aged warrior might be seen gazing 
into the crypt, that contained the earthly remains 
of their mighty commander. And many a tear 
arose unbidden on cheeks long unused to weep, 
when the familiar words of the Lord^s Prayer 
came, like one voice, from the lips of each single 
unit of those countless thousands. Few witnessed 
that overwhelming scene, without coming forth 
sadder and wiser men. And few, we trust, left 
that noble cathedral, without inwardly saying, each 
for himself, '' In the midst of life we are in death : 
of whom may we seek for succour, but of thee, O 
Lord, who for our sins art justly displeased ! Thou 
knowest. Lord, the secrets of our hearts ; shut not 
thy merciful ears to our prayers ; but spare us. Lord 
most holy, God most mighty, holy and merci- 
ful Saviour, thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer 
us not, at our last hour, for any pains of death, to 
fall from thee.^ 
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SERMON XVI. 



THE BOOK OF LIFE. 

All Saints. 



Philippians iv. 3. 
Whose names are in the hook of life. 

» 

This short sentence of St. Paul is the fittest 
description that we can find of all the Saints 
who are once a year, at this season, brought 
before our minds, not as we sometimes look 
at them, one by one, according to their 
names, but as one great company of the 
feithful servants. Whether seen or unseen, 
whether living or resting, this is the one 
truth common to all, that their *' names are 
in the book of life ;" that for them there is 
an eternal reward in store at the last great 
day of the Lord, that they are in everlasting 
remembrance before God, and shall once and 
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for ever be accepted by the merciful Saviour. 
And that we may further understand that 
expression of St. Paul, "the book of life," 
we read towards the end of the Revelation 
of St. John, " I saw a great white throne, and 
him that sat on it, from whose face the earth 
and the heaven fled away: and there was 
found no place for them. And I saw the 
dead, small and great, stand before God ; and 
the books were opened; and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life ; and 
the dead were judged out of fhose things 
which were written in the books, according 
to their works. And whoever was not found 
written in the book of life, was cast into the 
lake of fire." So then, these words of St. 
John explain to us the meaning of St. Paul ; 
that the book of life is that book which shall 
show forth at the last day, the faith and 
good works of all those servants, whom 
Christ will acknowledge for His own. 

Now I suppose the most careless observer 
of the services and festivals of our Church, 
will scarcely deny the fitness and beauty that 
runs through all the appointed services, col- 
lects, lessons, epistle and gospel for All 
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Saints* day. No one will deny that it is 
right that we should thus every year bless 
God's Holy Name for all His servants de- 
parted this life in His faitb and fear ; beseech- 
ing Him to give us grace so to follow their 
good examples, that with them we may be 
partakers of Christ's Heavenly Kingdom. 
Suffer me further to say to you here, that we 
should never let this day come round, without 
an especial tribute of praise to God for the 
blessings of this His house, and of prayer that 
He would lead us to make a right use of the 
means of grace here offered to us. I would 
once more remind you that these are things 
which must make you either better or worsen 
— ^better if you use them to come nearer unto 
Christ, — worse if you neglect them, and put 
them by. For if few of you here have the 
excuse which exists in so many places, of 
great distance from His house of public 
prayer. He expects of you not merely that 
you will come into His presence, and sit be- 
fore Him, and honour Him with your lips, 
but that you will make these your privileges 
the means of leading you to better habits, 
and holier ways of daily life. This is the use 
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of your church to you, not that you should 
begin and end your thoughts about religion 
with coming here once a week, and then lead 
the other six days a life of carelessness and 
sin ; but that by praying to God on His own 
appointed day, and listening to the truths of 
His Holy Word, which many of you are not 
able to read at home, you may learn the one 
thing needful, and be armed and strengthened 
for the duties and temptations of the week. 
And remember, I pray you, brethren, that for 
all these advantages you will hereafter be 
called to a stricter account. You must im- 
prove the talent, or even what you have may 
be taken from you. You have the means of 
knowing God's will, and happy are ye if ye 
do it, " For he that knew his Master's will, 
and did it not, shall be beaten with many 
stripes." Let me then endeavour on the 
present occasion, further to lead you to some 
practical reflections, which our text may 
suggest to us naturally, concerning those 
" whose names are in the book of life." 

And, first, are you disposed to ask who are 
they'? and how many? it is a question that 
you remember our Lord refused to answer. 
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"Lord, are there few saved?" they asked. 
But He answered, "Strive ye to enter in at 
the strait gate, for many, I say unto yon, 
shall seek to enter in, and shall not be able." 
True, we read of " a great multitude that no 
man can number of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues;" and this is the 
first point that I would now desire to remark 
to you concerning all the saints, their won- 
derful number and variety. They have been 
in all ages, and in all countries, and in all 
conditions. The accidents of their outward 
place have had nothing to do with the temper 
and spirit of their inner life. They have 
been martyrs and princes, patriarchs and 
apostles, Jews, Gentiles, and Greeks; holy 
confessors, and devout soldiers. Some were 
young, and some were old ; some were high, 
and some were low. Some were poor in 
worldly goods, but rich in faith ; others were 
rich in worldly goods, but poor in spirit. 
They have been seen in king's palaces as Da*- 
niel was, and their place has been among the 
rulers of the land, as in the day of Joseph, 
Jacob's faithful son, or with Jeremiah they 
have glorified God in sufiering, and sung 
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praises in the midnight prison at Philippi. 
They have been among the aged such as Sa- 
muely or like Timothy have cleansed their 
youthful ways. And their outward life has 
been as different, as the wilderness life of 
John the Baptist differed from that of the 
first disciples of Him who " came eating and 
drinking ;" but wisdom is justified of all her 
children. 

And yet with all this variety, this difference 
in age, and time, and place, remark, brethren, 
secondly, the wonderful unity and likeness 
that runs through all God's faithful servants. 
They had all one faith, one rule of life, one 
Gospel, either looked forward to, or received 
in all its fulness; one Name, one Saviour, 
one hope, one object. They had the same 
purpose in life, and the same confidence in 
death. And so very often their words and 
thoughts were much the same. Surely it 
ought to strike us as a wonderful thing, that 
we should be still willing to use and make 
our own the words and feelings of those who 
lived in times so long gone by, and under 
customs so different from our own. Yet 
though they seemed so different, in mind and 
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spirit tbey were not so; they felt what we 
feel still, and they could give their feelings 
due words ; and so we still more gladly turn 
to the words of David and Job, in all our 
doubts and difficulties, than to those who 
know the appearance of our earthly life, but 
know nothing of its wants, and inward needs 
and struggles ; who have gained much earthly 
wisdom, but know little of the wisdom from 
above, who are skilled in all the remedies 
that earth can devise, but know nothing of 
that medicine that alone can heal the sick- 
ness of the broken in heart. 

And then further, amid the general re- 
semblance that ever exists the same among 
God's chosen ones in every age of the world ; 
there is one special mark that is common to 
them all, humility. Some may be remark- 
able for one virtue, some for another; but 
lowliness of mind has been the mark of them 
all. And it must needs be so, for Saints are 
formed by grace, and "God resisteth the proud, 
but giveth grace unto the tumble." Read 
the lives of the holiest, brightest patterns, of 
those who seem to have been brought nearest 
to the likeness of Him who alone ^ did all 
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things well," and you will find them dwelling 
upon their own &ults and infirmities ; pain- 
fully conscious of every remains of evil 
within them ; blind to their own good deeds, 
and ever esteeming their salvation, if accom- 
plished at last, as God's special act of mercy 
and love. *^ Less than the least of the saints," 
is St. Paul's own word concerning himself; 
and if St. Paul dared not say more, the best 
Christian must needs be humble. This then 
is one sure mark and sign of the renewed 
mind, that it is lowly. There may be holi- 
ness mixed with much infirmity, and many 
faults, but holiness and pride never yet went 
together, for " pride goeth before destruction, 
and a haughty spirit before a fall." 

Nor would I wish to omit to remark to 
you, for the remark may, by God's grace, be 
both useful and consoling, that the holiness 
which has been at last greatest, has often 
been gradually obtained, and been formed by 
a slow and silent process. And I say that 
this thought may be useful to us, because I 
suppose any of us, who have ever had any 
serious thoughts, have sometimes felt dis- 
couraged in our imperfect strivings, as we 
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read and thought of the more matured holi- 
ness of many a now departed Christian. And 
we have perhaps been disposed to murmur, 
and to saj, '^ How shall I ever attain to such 
high measures of Christian faith and excel- 
lence?" But with many of the most faithful 
followers of Jesus, their faith was not ripened 
at once. It grew silently, "first the blade, 
then the ear, then the full com in the ear." 
It was like the course of a stream that swells 
by every fresh drop that it receives, and 
carries along with it. Its first beginnings 
were cherished, till the mustard-seed had 
grown up unto a mighty tree, that threw its 
branches around. And so too even those 
amongst us, who now seem weakest, may, if 
God will, become what they were. If only 
we shrink from wilful sin; if we guard 
against known evils, and besetting infirmi- 
ties ; if we value what we have, and never 
rest satisfied with what we are, but ever try 
to be adding something that we know we 
want ; and, if above all, in this, we " lean not 
on our own understanding," but build every 
thing upon the Saviour's help, we may 
strengthen the power of our conscience, and 
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be growing in all those Christian graces that 
make up the holiness of the elect. We may 
not for a long time be conscious of much dif- 
ference ; we may wish the growth were faster ; 
but still, if it be growth at all, it will become 
a blessing to us, and we may hope for our- 
selves the gradual accomplishment of those 
words, " stablished," " strengthened, " set- 
tled," that mark the onward course of the 
converted, renewed, and sanctified soul. 
Saul of Tarsus making ^' havoc of the church 
of Christ," — and Paul, the aged prisoner of 
Jesus Christ, " ready to be offered," and after 
^' a good fight," and a finished course, reaching 
onward to ^^ the crown of righteousness, and 
the Lord the righteous judge," — is a contrast 
very consoling to the thoughts of all who 
mourn their own sinfulness, but "love the 
Lord's appearing." 

Again, I would say to you, in thinking of 
God's saints and servants, as our subject leads 
us to-day, do not always be dwelling upon 
their trials, and suiFerings, and persecutions, 
and forget to look to the brighter side, their 
consolations, their inward joys even upon 
earth. True, we know that of that "cloud 
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and to be uncharitable or mistaken in our 
judgments. And yet even here it would not 
be useless, if silently, yet solemnly, we thoug^ht 
upon these things, and summed up the amount 
of the warnings that our own churchyards 
are ever bringing before us, and bore in mind 
the changes that, since this day last year, have 
taken place among our companions, acquaint- 
ances, and neighbours. But when we have 
read the warning in silence, why should we 
not openly speak of the comfort ? And many 
surely there must be of whom we could speak 
with comfort and hope. Why should we 
never speak of them, and so never let the 
dead speak unto the living, who perhaps knew 
them not? If it be true that a Christian 
friend's example and warning has often helped 
and encouraged us on our way, and been the 
beacon to guide us onward towards the bright 
and '* morning star," why should we never 
recur to the thought, and never speak of 
him at all, because he happens to have put 
off the burden of the flesh, and to have been 
carried to the other side of the veil ? 

Brethren, do not let this mistake be yours. 
Be assured that you are losing much good, if 
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you do not allow the dead to speak unto you ; 
if you never seek to strengthen yourselves, 
or those around you, with the thought of 
what you have seen worthy of imitation and 
praise in the lives, and deeds, and sayings of 
those who are gone just before you. Far 
better surely still, in spirit, to dwell with 
them, and to fancy at least, — and the fancy 
is a harmless one, — that they may be seeing 
us, though themselves as yet unseen, and 
looking down upon our daily lives, and re- 
joicing over our better doings, and sharing in 
our daily struggles, and grieving over us when 
we go back. If they followed Christ, then 
the thought of them can only lead us nearer 
unto Him ; and it is well even now to live 
sometimes in thought in that unseen world 
into which they have gone, and to which we 
too are fast approaching, as our day of life is 
on the wane, and our spirit waxeth faint, and 
our earthly limbs decay. 

And lastly, while we bless God's holy 
name for all His servants departed this life 
in His &ith and fear, let us pray unto Him 
for ourselves, that in these the days of our 
flesh. He would be pleased to make us more 
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and more "meet for the unfeding joys, and 
the eternal portion of all the saints in lighC 
Let us seek for ourselves the grace by \^hich 
they stood, and the saving help that alone 
could keep them from falling. May He lead 
us onward in any way that seems best for us, 
so only it be in His way, sure, though narrow. 
By mercies, by trials, by warnings, by expe- 
rience, by fears, by hope, may He bring us 
more nearly unto Himself. May each re- 
turning holy season find in us some growings 
in holiness, some ripenings for eternity, while 
it pleases Him to continue unto us this our 
earthly house. And when our day of work 
is over, and the night of the grave is around 
us, may He grant unto us " white robes," and 
''rest for a season," and the blessedness of 
those that die in the Lord. So, when at 
length the world has run its appointed course, 
and the judgment is set, and the books 
opened, and the King of kings returns with 
ten thousand of His saints, to speak the 
word that shall endure for ever ; O ! in that 
great day, may He of His infinite mercy 
grant to every one of us that we may rise to 
the blessed certainty of everlasting salvation 
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through the all-cleansing blood of the Lamb ; 
our many sins blotted out ; our weaknesses, 
failures, and short-comings put awaj for 
ever; and no other record left to tell of 
this our earthly pilgrimage, except bodies 
cleansed and purified, and our '' names in the 
book of life." 



SERMON XVIL 



NEVER-FAILING CHARITY. 

Quinquagesima. 
(Preached February 22nd^ 1852. First Sunday of 

Besidence.) 



1 Corinthians xiii. 8. 
Charity never faileth. 

I NEED hardly say, that that charity, of which 
we have read the praise in those beautiful 
words of St. Paul, which form the Epistle of 
the day, is something far greater than mere 
acts of kindness to the poorer brethren. In 
fact St. Paul has guarded us against this 
mistake. For you remember, he says, 
" Though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and have not charity, it profiteth me 
nothing." So that a man might be full of 
almsgiving without the spirit of charity. No, 
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brethren, the charity that never faileth, is 
that which is elsewhere called love ; and what 
St. Paul has told us in the text is the very 
same thing that St. John declares, when he 
says " God is love ; and he that dwelleth in 
love, dwelleth in God, and God in him." 
He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for 
God is love. 

And surely, even if the subject had not 
been presented to me by the Epistle of the 
morning, I should have searched the sacred 
volume in vain for any words more suitable 
to the occasion on which we meet in the 
House of God to-day. For if the spirit of 
charity faileth, what else remains to preserve 
the tie between Christian people and a Chris- 
tian minister? and what can be the support 
and principle of every teacher and hearer of 
the Word, but "faith that worketh by love?" 
And most earnestly, therefore, would I pray, 
in speaking to those among whom, in the 
providence of God, it will be my duty and 
my privilege to labour, that there might be 
even now poured out upon us a larger mea- 
sure of the spirit of that Christian love, the 
very bond of peace, and of all virtue, of that 
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charity which suffereth long, and is kind, 
which envieth not, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil; which beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, en- 
dureth all things. 

Now if we read attentively the chapter 
from which our text is taken, the question 
that would first suggest itself, would, I think, 
be this, If the love here spoken of be in- 
deed, as St. Paul says, greater than even 
faith and hope ; if it be, as he elsewhere tells 
us, not only the commandment, but the ** end 
of the commandment," insomuch that whoso 
has it not, is, as a dead man, nothing worth, — 
then have I this love, or have I it not ? See 
then, brethren, first, what it is not. It con- 
sists not in the most wonderful gifts of know- 
ledge, power, and wisdom, since it seems a 
man might do more than ever man yet did, 
might even speak all languages, hold converse 
with the holy angels, and be permitted to 
change the face of nature, and yet be without 
the spirit of love, and therefore no nearer to 
the God of heaven, who is the God of love. 
Again, it consists not necessarily in the 
greatest sacrifices, both of doing and suffer- 
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ing. What could a man do more than give 
all that he had to feed the poor? What 
could a man endure more for his religion, 
than the flames of martyrdom ? Yet, as alms 
may be done for the sight and praise of man, 
and as there may be " a zeal not according to 
knowledge," so it might happen, — and it is an 
awful thought that such a case is even pos- 
sible, — that a man might eijd a life of self- 
denial with a death of suffering, and yet be 
without that love of God and man, which 
alone can commend him to the love of Christ. 
But what is the full nature of Christian cha- 
rity, we learn from the minute description 
that St. Paul has given us. He shows us 
what it requires us to do unto all; to be 
good, and kind, and tender-hearted; loving 
our brother as ourselves, and serving him 
with labour and activity ; " rejoicing in the 
truth," and therefore loving all who love the 
God of truth ; " believing all things," that is, 
all the good that it is possible to believe con- 
cerning others; and where there is doubt, 
still "hoping all things," hoping the best 
concerning intentions and actions, and never 
despairing of a time of repentance and amend- 
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ment. St. Paul shows us too, what Christian 
charity will not permit us to do unto any. 
He shows us that as *^ love worketh no ill to 
our neighbour," it will never suffer us to give 
him cause of offence, or to injure his progress 
in religion. " Charity thinketh no evil," and 
therefore never suspects a fault in others on 
uncertain grounds; it "rejoiceth not in ini- 
quity," has no pleasure in slanderous stories 
lightly told, or maliciously insinuated. Cha- 
rity " envieth not," the happiness and pros- 
perity of others ; allows no " unseemly" words 
and gestures, no proud vaunting, no rash 
hasty conduct ; " seeketh not her own" praise 
or profit, or even always "her own" due; 
puts a check upon all bitterness, strife, and 
evil-speaking. And still further St. Paul 
shows us how love demeans itself towards an 
offending brother. It " suffereth long," bear- 
ing with much provocation patiently. It 
" endureth all things," though very grievous, 
without rendering evil for evil. It "covers 
all things," nay even a multitude of sins, 
where no duty compels us to proclaim of 
others the evil that we know. It is never 
led into violent exasperation, and is easy 
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to be intreated, ever ready to forgive, and 
full of mercy. Assuredly such a temper as 
this, so full of love tovt^ards God and man, 
" never faiieth ;" it never faileth here, it never 
can fail hereafter. It never can fail of com- 
fort to its possessor on earth, or of a rev^^ard 
more glorious in heaven. With faith and 
hope it " abideth" on earth, finding in every 
time, and place, and circumstance, fit and 
constant opportunities of showing forth its 
secret graces. And virhy is it even greater 
than these, greater than faith and hope? 
Because the day will come, v^hen that " which 
is in part " shall be done away, to make room 
for that " which is perfect ;" and when dim 
glimpses of heaven, seen '^ as through a glass 
darkly," shall be exchanged for the light of 
the heavenly countenance seen " face to face." 
Then shall prophecy cease, because fulfilment 
is come; then shall languages be useless, 
because all will understand ; then shall the 
" knowledge" of earthly things " vanish away," 
because the earth will have passed away 
itself, and God '^ shall be known" unto us as 
completely as we "are knovm" even now 
unto Him; then shall there be no faith, 
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for those who see more than all that they 
can now believe; no place for hope, where 
there is joy greater than man ever could 
either conceive or hope for. But not even 
then can love fail; and so it is more last- 
ing, and therefore greater than both faith 
and hope. ** God is love," and the spirit of 
charity or love imperfectly seen upon earth, 
will be fully perfected in the heavenly ever- 
lasting love of Christ's redeemed ones. 

And then, secondly, if for its own excel- 
lence, it is true that charity never faileth, it 
is true, too, that it never can fail among true 
Christians, because the law of love was the 
law of Christ. It was the new command- 
ment, which the Saviour fulfilled Himself, and 
left for ever to His followers ; and when He 
came into the world. He showed forth unto 
all the power of this new law. In His own 
case it had a mighty working. When we 
hear of Him going about from place to place, 
healing the bodies, and either comforting or 
warning the souls of those who came before 
Him, while all the while, we read, He had 
scarce leisure so much as to eat, we can 
easily fill up the picture. We have before 
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us, in the person of our Lord and Master, a 
life of untiring labour and unceasing mercy, 
t)f love inventing for itself means and oppor- 
tunities of good, the Great Physician minis- 
tering to every sickness, and casting out all 
evil from His presence. And that which He 
did Himself in wisdom and power. He left 
for others to do according to their measure. 
It was not that they could do exactly what 
He did, — that was too much even for His 
ovm- immediate inspired followers, — ^but it 
was, that as He left unto all His own life 
and example as their daily aim and study, so 
He left them as their rule that spirit of 
charity from which all His mercy flowed. 

This, brethren, was the great novelty of 
Christianity, the new commandment, the new 
motive. It was unlike all that had gone be- 
fore. Among heathen men, indeed, there 
had been love ; love of parents, love of chil- 
dren, love of relations, love of friends, love 
of country. But in all this there was no 
Christian love. There was nothing more 
than the result of the natural impulses of 
the natural man. And where these ceased 
to exist, where else was a motive, or a feeling 
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to be sought for? Why should men care 
for one another, who had no one interest in 
common ? But that one interest Christ sup- 
plied. The one link needful, — the one bond 
of union was Christ Himself. His coming 
into the world changed all things. It gave 
a new law, and furnished a new test. Chris- 
tians could look to the one Jesus, the Author 
and Finisher of their iaith, and in doing so, 
they found a tie to bind them together. 
Members of the same body, servants of the 
same crucified Lord, they felt bound by tbe 
same law, and sought to serve one another. 
They felt, that however many the names by 
which they were called, however great the 
earthly differences by which they were sepa- 
rated, yet they were all built upon one rock, 
and that rock was Christ. They felt, that 
whatever might happen to be their station, 
whatever might be the duties of their earthly 
calling, they had a future place to look to in 
Christ's kingdom, a high calling and election 
to make sure of and establish for ever. 
They might have different employments and 
professions, but they had all alike the same 
Christian work, the same Christian profes- 
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sioQ ; one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father, one book and rule of life, one thing 
needful, one thing more excellent even than 
knowledge. Christian love. They were to 
show their love to Christ, by active love to- 
wards the brother, for whom Christ died. 
^ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least 
of these your brethren, ye have done it unto 
me," was His own rule and measure of obe- 
dience. The law of love was upon them, 
and they must needs obey it. The best 
deeds of the heathen were nothing worth, 
because they could not go beyond the mind 
of the doer; but deeds done according to 
the mind, and for the sake of Christ, with 
His Word to give them encouragement, His 
promise to give them support, His help to 
make them acceptable, and His praise as 
their aim and object, are the fruits of that 
Christian law of charity, which is the ful- 
filling of the will of Christ, who gave it, 
lived it, and left it unto us. 

And here I might leave the subject, so im- 
portant to us all, so peculiarly suggested to 
our serious meditation to-day. Yet before I 
endeavour to bring it home to your hearts as 
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matter of practical daily application, I feel 
that yoa may expect from me upon the pre- 
sent occasion, a few words concerning myself, 
come as I am among you, an untried stranger 
to perform most responsible duties. Yet, be- 
lieve me, they shall be but few words, for 
^'we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus 
the Lord; and ourselves your servants for 
Jesus' sake." We are but weak instruments 
in the hand of Him who setteth up one, and 
taketh away another as He will ; and so long 
as the message of Christ is faithfully de- 
livered, it matters little who may be the mes- 
senger. As ministers of God, and stewards 
of his mysteries, we have nothing of our 
own to bring forward, no commandment or 
doctrine to set forth, but those expressly de- 
clared and sanctioned by His written Word. 
I would say that the one simple doctrine of 
Christ crucified for the sins of every humble 
penitent sinner, as it is the foundation of 
Christian faith, so it ought to be the basis of 
all Christian preaching. The great truth of 
justification by faith only, that is, that we are 
accounted righteous before God solely for the 
merits of Christ, and not for any good deeds 
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of our own, apart from Him, as it is the only 
groundwork of the Christian's comfort, so too 
should it be the keystone of him who seeks 
to build up souls unto Christ. One Gospel, 
fiill, free, and unreserved ; one Mediator ; 
one atonement, never to be repeated; one 
offering once and for ever made ; one Bible, 
and rule of life ; these are the food and well- 
spring of spiritual growth. Of that Word, 
which is the only anchor of the soul, of those 
two Holy Sacraments, Baptism, and the Sup- 
per of the Lord, which are the sure means 
and channels of grace to all who receive 
them by faith, I trust you will find in me a 
humble yet faithful dispenser. That Prayer 
Book which grounds its teaching upon the 
Bible, and claims the reverent study of every 
faithful member of the Church of England ; 
those Creeds of which every word is scrip- 
tural, and therefore true ; those Articles, to 
which I have so latelv, in the face of this 
congregation, declared my full and unfeigned 
assent, seem to me to contain every thing 
that can satisfy the anxious inquirer after 
truth, whether he seeks guidance, or warning, 
or instruction. More than this I need not 
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say now, for much practice and little profes- 
sion should be the Christian pastor^s watch- 
word. Only, as specially belonging to the 
subject, as well as to the occasion before us^ 
I would once for all entreat you ever to ex- 
tend towards me that "charity," without 
which my ministry would be vain. Do not 
expect too much from one whose best pur- 
poses must ever be marred by man's infirmity 
and man's corrupted heart. In days of much 
perplexity and doubt, we need all your 
prayers, and all the forbearance that Chris- 
tian charity can supply. The spirit may be 
willing^, yet the flesh is weak ; and it must 
sometLs happen that words and actions are 
misjudged, and motives hastily misinter- 
preted. And then, if there be no ruling law 
of love, offences arise, — and unknown causes 
of dissatisfaction spring up, and gather 
strength, as time goes on, — ^and separations 
take place, which one word of timely ex- 
planation might have avoided. 

O ! let it not be thus amongst us, my Chris- 
tian brethren. Let us not seek to widen our 
differences, but rather to keep them out of 
sight by dwelling more upon the many and 
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important things in wliich all good men 
agree. We live in times of much zeal, and 
much knowledge ; in times of much dispute, 
and much controversy ; but in times, I fear 
I must add, of little charity. Let us culti* 
vate more and more among ourselves that 
first fruit of the Spirit, without which we 
are dead, though living. Let us keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, be- 
cause the love of Christ constraineth us. And 
if we are really clinging to the same Saviour, 
and trusting in the same one Name, and 
seeking through the same means the same one 
end — even the salvation of our souls — ^then 
surely even this our earthly path should bear 
some faint marks to foreshadow a fature 
heaven of bliss and love. Differences there 
still may be ; — but if the spirit of charity be 
there, it will hush each angry word, and still 
each envious wish, and make large allowances 
for a neighbour's fault. " Bear ye" now " one 
another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ" upon earth. And soon, when earthly 
differences shall cease, and earthly quarrels 
perish with the dust from which they sprung ; 
— ^when the trifles that now disturb, and vex. 



